
Forum on Western Sydney Airport (FoWSA)

28 September 2023



Acknowledgement of Country
I would like to begin by acknowledging the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the land on which we meet today, and pay my respects to their 
Elders past, present and emerging. I extend my respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people joining us today.
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Eternal Connections 3, Shane Smithers, 500 Voices

3 November 2023



1. Welcome from the Chair
Ms Lee de Winton
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No. Item Presenter Time
1. Welcome from the Chair Lee de Winton 9:30AM
2. Action items Lee de Winton 9:35AM
3. Department update

ω summary of engagement for previous phase of 

engagement (preliminary flight paths release)

ω update on the Aviation White Paper

Department 9:45AM

4.    Community engagement on the preliminary flight pathsDepartment 10:05AM
5. Draft EIS release and ambient noise monitoring WSP 10:45AM

6. Draft EIS release engagement plan
7.  Other business All 11:00AM

Meeting close 11:15AM

Agenda

3 November 2023
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2. Actions from Previous Meeting

Meeting 20, 27 June 2023

No. Action Item Status

1. FoWSA Secretariat to provide members with weekly updated on 

planned community engagement activities. 

Ongoing

2. The Department to ensure the release of the preliminary flight paths 

can be found on its website at www.infrastructure.gov.au

Ongoing

3. FoWSA to receive an update from Transport for NSW next year on the 

transport projects to support the opening of WSI.

Open. 

4. FoWSA to receive briefing from WPCA on infrastructure activity in 

Western Sydney at future meeting.

Open. 

3 November 2023

http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/


3. Departmental Update

David Jansen 

Assistant Secretary, WesternSydney Airport Policy and Regulatory Branch

Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, 
Communications and the Arts

53 November 2023



4. Draft EIS and ambient noise 
monitoring 

Paula Bradshaw

WSP Australia

63 November 2023



²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅ 

Draft EIS process Noise monitoring



Draft EIS process



Project development



What the Draft EIS covers

Draft EIS prepared in accordance with project-specific EIS Guidelines issued by the Australian Minister for the 
Environment in 2021.

Four main parts:

Part A ςBackground

Å Introduces the project; strategic context and need; project setting and 
statutory framework

Part B ςThe project

Å Includes chapters relating to the development of the project; project 
description; airspace terms; community and stakeholder engagement

Part CςEnvironmental impact assessment

Å Includes 13 technical chapters assessing the impacts of the project 

Part D ςEIS Synthesis 

Å Overall findings of the assessment; project-specific mitigation 
measures,  monitoring and environmental management 

Supporting documents:

Å 14 Technical papers

Å 6 Appendices



Submissions process

Å Formal submissions are recommended.

Å Submissions can be made during the formal draft EIS exhibition period 

online https://www.wsiflightpaths.gov.au/ , emailor post.

Å All submissions will be considered as the flight path design and EIS are 

finalised. 

Å hǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻƴȅƳƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦ

Å A Submissions Report will be developed as part of the finalisation of the EIS. 

Å Issues raised in submissions will be considered and responded to within the Submissions 
Report. 

Å Responses to individual submissions will not be provided as part of this process.

https://www.wsiflightpaths.gov.au/




EIS assessments 

The environmental impact assessment was undertaken to:

Å address the relevant requirements of the Airports Act and the EPBC Act

Å ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ό9t./ нлннκфмпоύ

Å be consistent with the EPBC Act Significant Impact Guidelines

Å have regard to Airservices Standards (NOS)



Ambient noise monitoring



Ambient noise monitoring 

Monitoring program designed and developed in response to feedback on the 2016 EIS and 

aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ сόōύΥ

Undertake an ambient noise study in surrounding areas that may be affected by the proposed 

action and describe the findings in the context of land use and sensitive receivers.

Selected areas and properties representative of land uses including:

Å Residential (suburban)

Å Recreational

Å Industrial

Å Rural

Monitoring:

Å Gathering and analysing information to help inform the EIS (existing conditions)

Å Undertaken in accordance withAustralian Standard 1055:2018 Acoustics ςDescription of 

environmental noise and NSW EPA ςNoise Policy for Industry (2017)



Ambient noise monitoring



Example data sheet: M02 North east departure



Example data sheet: M02 North east departure





Example data sheet: M24 Blaxland



Example data sheet: M24 Blaxland





Monitoring summary: average  

ID Area Latitude Longitude LAeq (dB(A))
Day Evening Night

M01 South West Departure (Wallacia) -33.92 150.63 58 49 43
M02 North East Departure -33.84 150.80 63 47 44
M03 North East Runway -33.82 150.77 67 53 53
M04 Twin Creeks -33.84 150.76 49 47 45
M06 Mount Vernon -33.86 150.80 51 53 50
M07 Kemps Creek Nature Reserve -33.90 150.80 58 45 45
M08 Luddenham -33.85 150.70 62 59 58
M09 Penrith -33.75 150.70 52 46 42
M10 Glenmore Park -33.79 150.68 57 51 46
M11 Oxley Park -33.77 150.79 72 47 44
M12 St. Marys -33.78 150.76 57 50 44
M13 Rooty Hill -33.78 150.85 54 47 46
M14 St. Clair -33.80 150.77 57 45 49
M15 Erskine Park -33.81 150.79 59 51 43
M16 Sydney Int. Equestrian Centre -33.85 150.86 55 51 50
M17 Wallacia -33.86 150.64 53 49 45
M18 Warragamba -33.88 150.60 51 46 46
M19 Greendale -33.92 150.66 49 50 45
M20 Bringelly -33.93 150.71 52 48 44
M21 Bents Basin -33.93 150.63 63 51 47
M22 Silverdale -33.93 150.62 51 48 44
M23 Werombi -33.98 150.60 58 47 45
M24 Blaxland -33.74 150.60 50 42 42
M25 Linden -33.72 150.52 51 45 43
M26 North Richmond -33.58 150.71 53 47 41
M27 Kurrajong -33.53 150.69 51 44 44
M28 The Oaks -34.08 150.58 56 48 44
M29 Lake Burragorang -34.07 150.45 46 42 44
M30 Tahmoor -34.22 150.60 56 46 48



Aircraft noise observations ςall sites
ID Area Latitude Longitude LAmax (dB(A))

Day Evening Night
M01 South West Departure (Wallacia) -33.92 150.63 58 57 58
M02 North East Departure -33.84 150.80 52 57 70
M03 North East Runway -33.82 150.77 61 62
M04 Twin Creeks -33.84 150.76 54
M06 Mount Vernon -33.86 150.80 67 59 50
M07 Kemps Creek Nature Reserve -33.90 150.80 65 50 46
M08 Luddenham -33.85 150.70 50
M09 Penrith -33.75 150.70 59
M10 Glenmore Park -33.79 150.68 59
M11 Oxley Park -33.77 150.79 45 45
M12 St. Marys -33.78 150.76 59 59
M13 Rooty Hill -33.78 150.85 56 56
M14 St. Clair -33.80 150.77 56 40
M15 Erskine Park -33.81 150.79 49
M16 Sydney Int. Equestrian Centre -33.85 150.86 54 60 61
M17 Wallacia -33.86 150.64 56 50
M18 Warragamba -33.88 150.60 53 42 52
M19 Greendale -33.92 150.66 58 59
M20 Bringelly -33.93 150.71 56 54 49
M21 Bents Basin -33.93 150.63 60 57
M22 Silverdale -33.93 150.62 56 56
M23 Werombi -33.98 150.60 60 52 37
M24 Blaxland -33.74 150.60 60 52
M25 Linden -33.72 150.52 55 51 54
M26 North Richmond -33.58 150.71 49
M27 Kurrajong -33.53 150.69 47
M28 The Oaks -34.08 150.58 61 55
M29 Lake Burragorang -34.07 150.45 50 47
M30 Tahmoor -34.22 150.60 53 58 64



Key Findings: a snapshot

Rural-residential areas

M01 WallaciaSW departure: low background noise levels with occasional traffic passbys on local roads. The local noise 
environment was dominated by natural sounds, with cicadas audible during evening periods, and birds audible during the night 
periods. Several aircraft passbys were observed overhead at this location with maximum noise levels observed to 35 to 58 dBA for
durations of 30 seconds and one minuteduring the day, evening and night time periods.

Suburban

Penrith M09: ambient noise was affected by suburban traffic noises, several aircraft flyovers observed between 30 sec- 1 min up 
to maximum levels of 38 dB to 59 dBA during the day. Evening and night time ambient levels were influenced by local traffic and 
suburban hum, with no flyovers observed. 

Recreational

Bents Basin Road Picnic Area (M21): aircraft noise levels in the range of 36 to 60 dBA for passbys between 30 sec- 1 min during 
the day, and between 43 dBA and 57 dBA during the evening. The background noise environment was typified by distant traffic 
during the day, cicadas during the evening and night time periods, typical of a suburban residential environment. 

Twin Creeks (M04): dominated by natural sounds, with occasional vehicle passbys audible on local roads. Several flight passbys 
were noted, with maximum levels between 43 and 54 dBA for up to 30 sec duringthe day. During evening, several aircraft flybys 
were observed but not quantifiable over background noise levels associated with wind, natural noise and insect noise.

Industrial

Erskine Park M15: dominated by local industrial noise activities, local traffic and occasional mechanical plant noise from adjacent 
residences. Aircraft were observed during the day were not sufficient over ambient noise to quantify over other sources. During 
the evening period one passby of up to 49 dBA observed for approximately 1 min. 



Questions



5. Draft EIS Engagement Plan 

Deborah Palmer 

WSP Australia 

273 November 2023



²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅ 

Recap on engagement 
to date 

Discuss the next phase 
of engagement 



Engagement principles 

3 November 2023



Engagement journey  

PHASE 1: Discover and 
strategise 

PHASE 2: Build 
awareness and 
consult

PHASE 3: Prepare for public 
exhibition of the Draft EIS

PHASE 4: Release of the 
preliminary flight paths 

PHASE 5: Draft 
EIS public 
exhibition 

PHASE 6: Response to 
submissions

Tranche 1 survey
Tranche 2 survey & 

focus group 
Tranche 3 survey

Develop the engagement plan through 
interviews, consultation needs for the 
draft EIS, refinement with government 
stakeholders 

Build awareness within impacted 
communities and key stakeholders 
about the design process, 
timeframes and gather feedback on 
values and concerns to support the 
development of the draft EIS

Deepen impacted communities and 
ƪŜȅ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
flight process by building 
understanding on matters covered 
in the upcoming draft EIS, setting 
expectations on public exhibition 
and how to give feedback

Preliminary flight paths are released 
via an online interactive noise tool 
and online and face to face 
consultation is undertaken

Draft EIS exhibition, accessible and 
meaningful opportunities to 
understand flight paths and their 
impacts 

Report on consultation outcomes

WE ARE HERE

Phases 

Mar ςSept 2022 Oct ςDec 2022 Jan ςMay 2023 Jun ςSept 2023 TBC ςTBC TBC ςTBC



How we have undertaken engagement to date 

3 November 2023

Discover and strategise | Build awareness and consult | Prepare for public exhibition of 
the Draft EIS | Release of the preliminary flight paths 



Phase 2 
Info Stalls



Phase 
2 & 3 
Info Stalls



Phase 2, 
3 & 4 
Info Stalls



Phase 2, 
3 & 4 
Info Stalls

Phase 4 
Info 
Sessions



Community we have we spoken to, to date 

3 November 2023

More than 700 community members have subscribed to the email updates database.

During Phase 2 engagement, more than 2,600 people were engaged. 

During Phase 3 engagement, more than 1,100 people were engaged. 

During Phase 4 engagement, more than 1,400 people were engaged.



Phase 5 engagement: 12 identified Local Government Areas in Western Sydney and Blue Mountains
Draft EIS public exhibition: Engagement will prioritise the most 
heavily impacted

¶ Blacktown City Council

¶ Blue Mountains City Council

¶ Camden Council

¶ Campbelltown City Council

¶ Cumberland City Council

¶ Fairfield City Council

¶ Hawkesbury Shire Council 

¶ Hill Shire Council 

¶ Liverpool City Council

¶ City of Parramatta Council

¶ Penrith City Council

¶ Wollondilly Shire Council.



Phase 5 engagement 
PHASE 5: Draft EIS public exhibition 

Building awareness and encouraging the community to make a 
submission 

Leverage 
stakeholder 
networks 
Share information with your audience 

Posters 
In places of interest 

Postcards 
Distributed at train stations 

Newspapers
Gazetted as public notices  

Social media 
Geotargeted to local areas 

Media 
Media releases and briefings 

Stakeholder 
briefings 
Inform and engage 



Phase 5 engagement 
PHASE 5: Draft EIS public exhibition 

How to find out more: providing the information 

Static 
displays
In local council areas 

Stalls
Information in targeted areas

Information
sessions
Feedback from the community 
in local areas

Landholder 
engagement
For those eligible for the NIPA

Online 
engagement
Online information session 

Telephone, 
email and 
website
Responding to enquiries 



New supporting material

New and refreshed printed information 

Å Preliminary flight paths

Å Noise assessment

Å Draft Noise Insultation and Property Acquisition Policy 

Å About the EIS process 

Three animations

Å Flight path design

Å The Sydney airspace

Å About the EIS process 

New FAQs

Brochures and animations translated into the top 
five languages for Western Sydney 

3 November 2023 40



LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

Technical reports outlined in the draft EIS are available to 
view, to help inform your submissions. Our team can also 
help explain areas of your interest in more detail. 

Online
wsiflightpaths.gov.auand access to the online 

submission's portal. 

Speak to the team to find out more

The Community Information Sessions are being held at a range 
of times and we encourage anyone interested to drop in at any 
time during the times advertised.

These sessions will be an opportunity to read information and 
to speak to a technical expert, helping you to make an 
informed submission, via the website, email or post. 

Email: wsiflightpaths@infrastructure.gov.au
Phone: 1800 038 160

Postal 

Review the draft EIS 

Contact us: the community can call or 
email to speak with us 

Via email 
By email to eis.submissions@infrastructure.gov.au

http://www.wsiflightpaths.gov.au/
mailto:wsiflightpaths@infrastructure.gov.au


Thank you and 
discussion 



6. Western Sydney Airport Update

Katy Hannouch

WSA Co Ltd

433 November 2023



Western Sydney International
(Nancy-Bird Walton) Airport
Forum on Western Sydney Airport
September 2023


