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Explanatory Statement

This technical paper is not part of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) referred to in paragraph 6 of the Administrative Procedures made under 
the Environment Protection (Impact of Proposals) Act 1974.

The Commonwealth Government is proposing to construct and operate a 
second major airport for Sydney at Badgerys Creek. This technical paper 
contains information relating to the Badgerys Creek airport options which 
was used to assist the preparation of the Draft EIS.

The technical paper also assesses the impacts of developing a major airport at 
the Holsworthy Military Area. On 3 September 1997, the Government 
eliminated the Holsworthy Military Area as a potential site for Sydney's 
second major airport. As a consequence, information in this technical paper 
relating to the Holsworthy Military Area is presented for information 
purposes only.

Limitations Statement

This technical paper has been prepared in accordance with the scope of 
work set out in the contract between Rust PPK Pty Ltd and the 
Commonwealth Department of Transport and Regional Development 
(DoTRD) and completed by PPK Environment and Infrastructure Pty Ltd 
(PPK). In preparing this technical paper, PPK has relied upon data, surveys, 
analyses, designs, plans and other information provided by DoTRD and 
other individuals and organisations, most of which are referenced in this 
technical paper. Except as otherwise stated in this technical paper, PPK has 
not verified the accuracy or completeness of such data, surveys, analyses, 
designs, plans and other information.

This technical paper has been prepared for the exclusive use of DoTRD. PPK 
w ill not be liable to any party other than DoTRD and assumes no 
responsibility for any loss or damage suffered by any other party arising from 
matters dealt with in this technical paper, including, without limitation, 
matters arising from any negligent act or omission of PPK or for any loss or 
damage suffered by any other party in reliance upon the matters dealt with 
and opinions and conclusions expressed in this technical paper.
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O verview  of the Proposal - Chapter 1

Chapter 1 Overview of the Proposal

1.1 Introduction

This technical paper addresses the potential non-Aboriginal cultural heritage 
impacts identified as part of the previously proposed development of the 
Second Sydney Airport at either Badgerys Creek or the Holsworthy M ilitary 
Area. It contains information used to prepare the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) which addresses the overall environmental impacts of the 
Badgerys Creek airport options.

1.2 A Brief H istory

The question of where, when and how a second major airport may be 
developed for Sydney has been the subject of investigation for more than 50 
years. The investigations and the associated decisions are closely related to 
the history of the development of Sydney's existing major airport, located at 
Mascot.

The site of Sydney Airport was first used for aviation in 1919. It was acquired 
by the Commonwealth Government in 1921, and was declared an 
International Aerodrome in 1935. In 1940 the first terminal building and 
control tower were opened.

In 1945 the airport had three relatively short runways. A major expansion 
began in 1947, and by 1954 the current east-west runway was opened. The 
north-south runway was first opened in 1954 and was extended to its current 
length in 1972. The present international terminal was opened in 1970.

Planning and investigations for a site for a second Sydney airport first started 
in 1946. A large number of possible sites both within and outside the Sydney 
Basin have been investigated.

The Second Sydney Airport Site Selection Program Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (Kinhill Stearns, 1985) re-examined all possible locations for 
the second airport and chose 10 for preliminary evaluation. Two sites, 
Badgerys Creek and Wilton, were examined in detail and an EIS was prepared. 
In February 1986 the then Commonwealth Government announced that 
Badgerys Creek had been selected as the site for Sydney's second major 
airport.

The Badgerys Creek site, which is about 46 kilometres west of Sydney's 
Central Business District and is 1,700 hectares in area, was acquired by the
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Seco n d  Sydney  A irport

Commonwealth between 1986 and 1991. A total of $155 million has been 
spent on property acquisition and preparatory works.

Since 1986, planning for Sydney's second airport has been closely linked to 
the development of the third runway at Sydney Airport. In 1989 the 
Government announced its intention to construct a third runway. An EIS was 
undertaken and the decision to construct the runway was made in December 
1991.

At the same time as investigations were being carried out on the third runway, 
detailed planning proceeded for the staged development of the second airport 
at Badgerys Creek. In 1991 it was announced that initial development at 
Badgerys Creek would be as a general aviation airport with an 1,800 metre 
runway.

The third runway at Sydney Airport was opened in November 1994. In March 
1995, in response to public concern over the high levels of aircraft noise, the 
Commonwealth Senate established a committee in March 1995 to examine 
the problems of noise generated by aircraft using Sydney Airport and explore 
possible solutions. The committee's report, Falling on Deaf Ears?, containing 
several recommendations, was tabled in parliament in November 1995 
(Senate Select Committee on Aircraft Noise, 1995).

During 1994 and 1995 the Government announced details of its proposed 
development of Badgerys Creek, and of funding commitments designed to 
ensure the new airport would be operational in time for the 2000 Olympics. 
This development included a 2,900 metre runway for use by major aircraft.

The decision to accelerate the development of the new airport triggered the 
environmental assessment procedures in the Environment Protection (Impact 
of Proposals) Act 1974. In January 1996 it was announced that an EIS would 
be prepared for the construction and operation of the new airport.

In May 1996, the present Commonwealth Government decided to broaden the 
environmental assessment process. It put forward a new proposal involving 
the consideration of 'the construction and operation of a second major 
international/domestic airport for Sydney at either Badgerys Creek or 
Holsworthy on a site large enough for future expansion of the airport if 
required' (Department of Transport and Regional Development, 1996). A 
major airport was defined as one 'capable of handling up to about 360,000 
aircraft movements and 30 million passengers per year' (Department of 
Transport and Regional Development, 1996).

The Government also indicated that 'Badgerys Creek at this time remains the 
preferred site for Sydney's second major airport, subject to the favourable 
outcome of the EIS, while Holsworthy is an option to be considered as an
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O verview  of the Proposal - Chapter 1

alternative' (Minister for Transport and Regional Development, 1996). The 
two sites considered in this technical paper are shown in Figure 1.1.

Following the substantial completion of a Draft EIS on the Badgerys Creek and 
Holsworthy airport options, the Government eliminated the Holsworthy 
M ilitary Area as a potential site for Sydney's second major airport. The 
environmental assessment showed that the Badgerys Creek site was 
significantly superior to the Holsworthy Military Area. As a result a Draft EIS 
was prepared which examines only the Badgerys Creek site. W hile this 
technical paper examines both the Badgerys Creek and Holsworthy airport 
options, only the parts of the assessment relating to the Badgerys Creek airport 
options were used to assist the preparation of the Draft EIS.

1.3 The Proposal

The Commonwealth Government proposes the development of a second 
major airport for Sydney capable of handling up to 30 million domestic and 
international passengers a year. By comparison, Sydney Airport will handle 
about 20 million passengers in 1997. The Second Sydney Airport Site 
Selection Program Draft Environmental Impact Statement anticipated the 
airport would accommodate about 13 million passengers each year (Kinhill 
Stearns, 1985).

A stated objective of the Government is the building of a second major airport 
in the Sydney region to a full international standard, subject to the results of 
an EIS. In the Government's view, Sydney needs a second major airport to 
handle the growing demand for air travel and to control the level of noise 
experienced by Sydney residents (Coalition of Liberal and National Parties, 
1996).

Government policy (Coalition of Liberal and National Parties, 1996) indicates:

■ that Sydney's second airport will be more than just an overflow airport 
and w ill, in time, play a major role in serving Sydney's air transport 
needs; and

■ a goal of reducing the noise and pollution generated by Sydney Airport 
as much as possible and that the Government would take steps to 
ensure that the noise burden around Sydney Airport is shared in a safe 
and equitable way.

The assumptions made on how the Second Sydney Airport would operate and 
the master plans which set out the broad framework for future physical 
development of the airport are based on an operational limit of 30 million 
passengers a year. The main features include parallel runways, a cross wind
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runway and the provision of the majority of facilities between the parallel 
runways.

Consideration has also been given to how the airport may be expanded in the 
future and the subsequent environmental implications. Such an expansion 
could not proceed, however, unless a further detailed environmental 
assessment and decision making process were undertaken by the Government.

Five airport options are considered, as well as the implications of not 
proceeding with the proposal. Three of the airport options are located at 
Badgerys Creek and two are located within the Holsworthy Military Area. 
Generally, the airport options are:

■ Badgerys Creek Option A which has been developed to be generally 
consistent with the planning for this site undertaken since 1986. The 
airport would be developed within land presently owned by the 
Commonwealth with two parallel runways constructed on an 
approximate north-east to south-west alignment;

■ Badgerys Creek Option B would adopt an identical runway alignment 
to Option A, but provides an expanded land area and also a cross wind 
runway;

■ Badgerys Creek Option C would provide two main parallel runways on 
an approximate north to south alignment in addition to a cross wind 
runway. Again the land area required would be significantly expanded 
from that which is presently owned by the Commonwealth;

■ Holsworthy Option A would be located centrally within the Holsworthy 
Military Area and would have two main parallel runways on an 
approximate north to south alignment and a cross wind runway; and

■ Holsworthy Option B would be located in the south of the Holsworthy 
Military Area and would have two main parallel runways on an 
approximate south-east to north-west alignment and a cross wind 
runway.

To ensure that the likely range of possible impacts of the airport options are 
identified a number of different assumptions about how the airport options 
would be developed and operate have been adopted. These different 
assumptions relate to the number and types of aircraft that may operate from 
the airport, the flight paths used and the direction of take offs and landings.

The number of flights into and out of the proposed Second Sydney Airport 
would depend on a number of factors including the types of aircraft that would 
use the airport and the associated numbers of passengers in each aircraft. The
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O verview  of the Proposal - C hapter 1

proposal put forward by the Government anticipates a major airport handling 
30 million passengers and up to 360,000 aircraft movements per year.

Air traffic forecasts have been developed based on an examination of the 
number and type of aircrafts that would use the airport as it approaches an 
operating level of 30 million passengers per year. This examination has shown 
that if the airport accommodated about 245,000 aircraft movements each 
year, the number of air passengers would approach 30 million. This assumes 
a relatively high percentage of international flights being directed to the 
Second Sydney Airport. Therefore it is appropriate for this Draft EIS to assess 
the airport operating at a level of 245,000 aircraft movements per year, rather 
than the 360,000 originally anticipated by the Government. It has been 
assumed that this level of operation could be reached by about 2016.

1.4 A ir Traffic Forecasts

Cities around the world which have developed second major airports have 
responded to their particular needs in different ways. For example, the 
original airport in Dallas, United States, is now used for short range traffic that 
does not connect with other flights. Second airports in New York and 
Washington serve as hubs for particular airlines. In Taipei, Taiwan, smaller 
domestic aircraft use the downtown airport and larger international flights use 
a newer airport 40 kilometres from the city.

It is clear that each metropolitan area around the world has unique 
characteristics and the development of multi-airport systems respond to 
particular local circumstances. The precise role and consequential staging of 
development of the Second Sydney Airport would be the subject of future 
Government decisions. To assist in developing a realistic assessment of the 
potential impacts of the Second Sydney Airport, three sets of air traffic forecasts 
for the airport were developed. Each forecast assumes a major airport would 
be developed, however, this may be achieved at different rates of growth.

The three potential air traffic scenarios considered for the Second Sydney 
Airport are shown in Figure 1.2. They are:

■ Air Traffic Forecast 1 where the Second Sydney Airport would provide 
only for demand which cannot be met by Sydney Airport. This is an 
overflow forecast, but would nevertheless result in a significant amount 
of air traffic at the Second Sydney Airport. The proportion of 
international and domestic air traffic is assumed to be similar at both 
airports;

■ A ir Traffic Forecast 2 where the Second Sydney Airport would be 
developed to cater for 10 million passengers a year by 2006, with all
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further growth after this being directed to the second airport rather than 
Sydney Airport. The proportion of international and domestic traffic is 
also assumed to be similar at both airports; and

A ir Traffic Forecast 3 which is similar to Forecast 2 but with more 
international flights being directed to the Second Sydney Airport. This 
would result in the larger and comparatively noisier aircraft being 
directed to the second airport. It would accommodate about 29.3 
million passengers by 2016.

1.5 O peration of the A irport O ptions

At any airport, aircraft operations are allocated to runways (which implies both 
the physical runway and the direction in which it is used) according to a 
combination of wind conditions and airport operating policy. The allocation 
is normally performed by Air Traffic Control personnel.

Standard airport operating procedures indicate that a runway may not be 
selected for either approach or departure if the wind has a downwind 
component greater than five knots, or a cross wind component greater than 25 
knots. If the runway is wet, it would not normally be selected if there is any 
downwind component. This applies to all aircraft types, although larger 
aircraft would be capable of tolerating relatively higher wind speeds. W ind 
conditions at the airport site therefore limit the times when particular runways 
may be selected. However, there would be a substantial proportion of the 
time, under low wind conditions, when the choice of runways would be 
determined by airport operating policy.

For the environmental assessment, the maximum and minimum likely usage 
for each runway and runway direction was estimated and the noise impact of 
each case calculated. The actual impact would then lie between these values 
and would depend on the operating policy which is applicable at the time.

The three airport operation scenarios were adopted for the environmental 
assessment, namely:

■ Airport Operation 1 shown in Figure 1.3. Aircraft movements would 
occur on the parallel runways in one specified direction (arbitrarily 
chosen to be the direction closest to north), unless this is not possible 
due to meteorological conditions. That is, take offs would occur to the 
north from the parallel runways and aircraft landing would approach 
from the south, travelling in a northerly direction. Second priority is 
given to operations in the other direction on the parallel runways, with 
operations on the cross wind runway occurring only when required 
because of meteorological conditions;
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O verv iew  of the Proposal - Chapter 1

■ Airport Operation 2 shown in Figure 1.4. As for Operation 1, but with 
the preferred direction of movements on the parallel runways reversed, 
that is to the south; and

■ Airport Operation 3. Deliberate implementation of a noise sharing 
policy under which seven percent of movements are directed to occur 
on the cross wind runway (equal numbers in each direction) with the 
remainder distributed equally between the two parallel runway 
directions.

Since a cross wind runway is not proposed at Badgerys Creek Option A, only
Operations 1 and 2 were considered for that option.
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Chapter 2 Consultation

Preparation of this Draft EIS involved consultation with the community, other 
stakeholders, Commonwealth, State and local Governments and Government 
agencies.

2.1 Community Consultation

The primary role of the consultation process during the preparation of the Draft 
EIS was to provide accurate, up to date information on the proposals being 
considered and the assessment process being undertaken. From October 1996 
to May 1997, ten separate information documents were released and over 
400,000 copies distributed to the community. Four types of display posters 
were produced and 700 copies distributed. Over 140 advertisements were 
placed in metropolitan and local newspapers. Non English language 
documents were produced in 14 languages and over 20,000 copies 
distributed. Advertisements in seven languages were placed on ethnic radio.

Opportunities for direct contact and two way exchange of information with the 
community occurred through meetings, information days, displays at shopping 
centres, telephone conversations and by responding to written submissions. 
Through these activities over 20,000 members of the community directly 
participated in the consultation activities.

Written and telephone submissions received were incorporated into a database 
which grouped the issues in the same way as the chapters of the Draft EIS. The 
issues raised were progressively provided to the EIS study team to ensure that 
community input was an integral part of the assessment process.

Further details of consultation with the community and other stakeholders and 
its outcomes are contained in Technical Paper No. 1 Consultation.

2.2 Other Consultation

Several heritage organisations and the relevant local councils were consulted 
during the preparation of this technical paper. At a Commonwealth level the 
Australian Heritage Commission was consulted regarding existing heritage 
listings and the provisional list of heritage items identified in the study areas. 
A review of its draft heritage inventory listings was also undertaken. At a State 
level the National Trust of Australia (NSW) and the N SW  Heritage Office were 
also consulted regarding existing heritage studies and heritage listings. These 
organisations were asked to review the provisional list of heritage items
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identified in the study areas and provide any relevant information to assist the 
study team in assessing the impacts on non-Aboriginal cultural heritage items.

Consultation was also undertaken with local residents of Badgerys Creek, 
Luddenham, Bringelly and Campbelltown and Department of Defence 
personnel to provide information on specific sites within the study areas, 
particularly within the Holsworthy Military Area.
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Chapter 3 Methodology

3.1 A ims and Scope of W ork

The aims and scope of work for this study are to:

■ investigate through research and field surveys, the non-Aboriginal 
cultural heritage of the Badgerys Creek and Holsworthy Airport sites;

■ describe the history, and listing in an inventory format, cultural sites 
and items of significance using the relevant statutory framework 
applicable at the Commonwealth, State and local level;

■ assess and define the potential impacts on listed items which would 
occur as a result of the construction and operation for the airport option 
at Badgerys Creek and Holsworthy; and

■ prepare an environmental management framework with potential 
mitigation strategies for both the Badgerys Creek and Holsworthy 
airport options.

The methodology is detailed in Section 3.3.

3.2 Acknowledgements

The study team, which is listed in Appendix A, wish to acknowledge the 
assistance of a number of people who contributed to this study of non- 
Aboriginal cultural heritage, including:

■ Mr Keith Longhurst, a long term resident of the Campbelltown area, 
who provided valuable information on the location of historic sites and 
background of the early settlers of the Holsworthy area; and

■ Corporal Bob Thompson, who accompanied the field team and helped 
to locate and research many sites in the vicinity of the Holsworthy 
Military Area.
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3.3 M ethodology for this Study

3.3.1 Overview

The philosophical basis for this study of non-Aboriginal cultural heritage was 
the Australia ICO M O S Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural 
Significance (the Burra Charter), and its Guidelines (Australia ICO M O S, 1988). 
The Burra Charter defines the basic principles and processes to be observed in 
the conservation of important places. Australia ICO M O S is the national 
chapter of ICOM OS, the International Council of Monuments and Sites.

The historical guidelines, evaluation criteria and draft inventory format, 
published as part of the N SW  Heritage Manual, were also used for this study, 
although a separate database has been used to format the inventory. The 
format of information collected and the fields used should ensure consistency 
with other heritage studies undertaken using the State Heritage Inventory 
system as now contained in the Heritage Manual.

3.3.2 Stu d y  A reas

Badgerys Creek

The study area for non-Aboriginal cultural heritage for the Badgerys Creek 
airport options was generally limited to the area within the boundaries of the 
proposed airport master plans. However, sites immediately adjoining these 
boundaries were also assessed. The study area for the Badgerys Creek airport 
options is shown on Figure 3.1.

H o lsw o rthy

The study area for the Holsworthy airport options was generally limited to the 
area within the boundaries of the Holsworthy Military Area excluding the 
northern section around Holsworthy Barracks as shown on Figure 3.1.

3.3.3 H istorical Context

Historical overviews were undertaken for each area studied to provide a 
historical context and setting for the identification and assessment of heritage 
items in the Badgerys Creek and Holsworthy areas. These overviews were 
undertaken by reviewing primary and secondary materials.

Previous heritage studies (Neustein and Associates, 1992; Proudfoot, 1990) 
and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Second Sydney Airport Site 
Selection Program (Kinhill Stearns, 1985) were reviewed, followed by a review 
of secondary source material within the local studies section of Liverpool and
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Campbelltown Libraries. The latter included material prepared by the 
Campbelltown and Airds Historical Society.

Primary material research was then conducted at the State Library of NSW , the 
Land Titles Office, the Archives Authority of N SW  and the Australian Archives.

Interviews with local residents of Badgerys Creek, Luddenham, Bringelly and 
Campbelltown, and Department of Defence personnel provided further 
information on specific sites within the areas studied, particularly within the 
Holsworthy Military Area.

3 .3 .4  I d e n t if ic a t io n  o f  H e r it a g e  It e m s

Identification of heritage items and sites was achieved through a combination 
of primary and secondary research, scrutiny of existing heritage studies and 
reviews of existing heritage listings. The latter included items identified by the 
Australian Heritage Commission, the National Trust of Australia (NSW ) and 
Liverpool City Council in a Draft Local Environmental Plan. Generally, 
secondary sources were used to establish the historical context for the 
Badgerys Creek and Holsworthy areas. Primary research was undertaken to 
establish the history and archaeological potential of individual sites identified 
from the field surveys and historical maps and supplement available secondary 
source material. Site inspections were then undertaken to record physical 
evidence and to verify historical research.

3.3 .5  A s s e s s m e n t  o f  S ig n if ic a n c e

An assessment of significance of each heritage item identified has been 
undertaken using the N SW  Heritage Manual criteria (Department of Urban 
Affairs and Planning and N SW  Heritage Office, 1996). For each heritage item, 
an inventory form containing an assessment of significance in both a matrix 
and written format was developed. The matrix also indicates the level of 
significance (local, regional or state) of each item. Items previously identified 
by heritage agencies or by local government, were reassessed against the 
Heritage Criteria Manual.

The inventory forms are contained in Appendix B. Maps showing the location 
of heritage items included in the inventory (each with an individual reference 
number) are contained in Appendix C.

Princip les

The concept of 'cultural significance' or 'heritage value' embraces the value 
of a place or item which cannot be expressed in solely financial terms. 
Assessment of cultural significance endeavours to establish why a place or 
item is considered important and is valued by the community. Cultural
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significance is embodied in the fabric of the place (including its setting and 
relationship to other items), the records associated with the place, and the 
response that the place evokes in the community.

The assessment of cultural significance with respect to archaeological sites is 
more difficult, in that the extent and nature of the features is sometimes 
unknown and it becomes necessary for value judgements to be formulated on 
the basis of expected or potential attributes. The element of judgement can be 
greatly reduced by historical or other research, as has been undertaken in the 
case of this study.

Archaeological deposits and features provide important evidence of the history 
and settlement of NSW . Archaeological sites may include stratified deposits 
of material culture which can be analysed to yield information about the 
history of the colony which is unavailable from documentary sources alone. 
Archaeological investigations can reveal much about technologies, economic 
and social conditions, taste and style. The archaeological information 
extracted and recorded can provide primary evidence about the way of life of 
previous generations, through examining structural features, artefacts and 
deposits. Archaeological sites that contain these elements therefore have a 
high scientific value. This value can be further enhanced where there is a 
substantial body of supporting documentary evidence that enables further 
inference to be drawn from the archaeological records. It is through this 
potential for revealing information that the heritage significance of 
archaeological sites occurs.

Basis for Assessm ent

The Burra Charter and its Guidelines for Assessment of Cultural Significance 
suggest that significance can be assessed in categories such as aesthetic, 
historic, scientific and social. W h ile categories provide a useful framework 
and basis for considering sites and items, they are not so relevant for purely 
archaeological sites, where the remains are entirely sub-surface and the 
significance is therefore predominantly scientific, (except where the site may 
be significant for historical or social reasons - if the site relates to an important 
historic event, for example).

The N SW  Heritage Manual (Department of Urban Affairs and Planning and 
N SW  Heritage Office, 1996) outlines four criteria in relation to the nature of 
significance and two criteria in relation to comparative significance to be 
considered in assessing the significance of potential heritage items. These 
criteria are:
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N ature  o f S ign ificance

■ Giterion 1 - Historic Significance (Evolution and Association) -
significant because of the importance of an association 
with, or position in the evolving pattern of our cultural 
history;

■ Giterion 2 - Aesthetic Significance (Scenic Qualities/Geative
Accomplishment) - significant because it demonstrates 
positive visual or sensory appeal, landmark qualities and/ 
or creative or technical excellence;

■ Giterion 3 - Social Significance (Contemporary Community Esteem) -
significant through its social, cultural or spiritual 
association with a recognisable community; and

■ Giterion 4 - Technical Significance and Research Potential
(Archaeological, Educational and Scientific Values) - 
significant because of its contribution or potential 
contribution to an understanding of our cultural history or 
environment.

C om parative S ign ificance

■ Giterion A - Representativeness - significant because it is a are fine
representative example of an important class of 
significant items or environments; and

■ Giterion B - Rarity-significant because it represents a rare, unusual or
endangered aspect of our history or cultural 
environment.

To be significant a place or item must meet at least one of the 'Nature' criteria 
and one of the 'Gimparative' criteria. These criteria have been used to assess 
each potential heritage item identified during this study.

The terms local, regional and State heritage significance relate to both the 
geographical and historical context of an item's significance. An item which 
is of local significance, for example, will be of historic, aesthetic, social or 
technical/research significance in a local geographical context or to an 
identifiable contemporary local community. The item will be of significance 
only within the locality in which it is found, although the item may be of 
undoubted interest to people from outside the locality. For the purposes of this 
study, the local context is the local government area in which the item is 
located.
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An item with regional significance is defined as being significant in a regional 
historical or geographical context or to an important and identifiable 
contemporary regional community. For the purposes of this study, the region 
is the Sydney basin as shown in the N SW  Heritage Manual.

State significance means an item is significant in a state-wide historical or 
geographical context or to an important and identifiable contemporary state­
wide community.

The Australian Heritage Commission Act 1975 also specifies criteria for the 
assessment of the significance (or national estate value) of a place. There are 
three broad groups of values - indigenous; natural; and 'historic' (that is, non- 
Aboriginal) cultural heritage values and eight criteria used to determine 
national estate values.

The criteria used in the assessment of 'historic' national estate values can be 
directly correlated with the N SW  Heritage Assessment G iteria contained in 
the N SW  Heritage Manual (Department of Urban Affairs and Planning and 
N SW  Heritage Office, 1996), which have been used in this assessment.

Table 3.1 comprises the Australian Heritage Commission's assessment criteria 
for the Register of the National Estate with the State Heritage Inventory 
Assessment Giteria as outlined in the N SW  Heritage Manual. This table only 
compares those criteria which relate to historic or cultural values; criteria 
which relate specifically to natural, ecological and landscape values have been 
omitted, as they are not relevant to this study.

Table 3.1 C o m p a r is o n  o f  H eritage C riteria

Australian Heritage Commission C riteria N S W  Heritage M anua l C riteria

Historic (Evolution and Association)

Criterion  A
Im portance  in the course or pattern of 
Australia 's natural or cu ltural history

N S W  C riterion  1
Sign ificant because o f the im portance of an 
association w ith , or position in the evolving 
patterns of our cu ltura l history - w ith  phases, 
activ ities or people

A3. Importance in exhibiting unusual richness 
or diversity of...cultural features.

A4. Importance for association with events, 
developments or cultural phases which have had 
a significant role in the human occupation and 
evolution of the nation, state, region or territory.
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Table 3.1 C o n t in u e d

Australian Heritage Commission Criteria N S W  Heritage M anual C riteria

C riterion  H
Its special association w ith  the life or works of 
a person or group o f persons o f im portance in 
Australia 's natural or cu ltura l history.

H I. Importance for close associations with 
individuals whose activities have been 
significant within the history of the nation, State 
or region.

Aesthetic (Creative/Technical Accomplishment)

Criterion  E
Its im portance in exhibiting particu lar 
aesthetic characteristics valued by a 
com m unity or cu ltura l group.

Criterion 2
Significant for strong visual, or sensory appeal 
or cohesion; landm ark qualities 'creative  and/ 
or techn ica l (including arch itectural 
excellence) qualities; crea tive  and/or 
techn ica l (including arch itectura l) excellence.

E l : Importance for a community for aesthetic 
characteristics held in high esteem or otherwise 
valued by a community.

Criterion  F
Its im portance in dem onstrating a high degree 
o f crea tive  or techn ica l ach ievem ent at a 
particu lar period

F I: Importance for its technical, creative, design 
or artistic excellence, innovation or 
achievement.

Scientific (Research Potential)

Criterion  C
Its potential to yield inform ation that w ill 
contribute  to an understanding of Australia's 
natural o r cu ltu ra l history.

Criterion 3
Significant because of its contribution  or 
potential contribution  to an understanding of 
our cu ltura l history or environm ent.

C2: Importance for information contributing to a 
wider understanding of the history of human 
occupation of Australia.

Social

Criterion  C
Its strong or special association w ith  a 
particu la r com m unity o r cu ltu ra l group for 
social, cu ltu ra l or spiritual reasons.

Criterion 4
Significant through association w ith  a 
contem porary com m unity for social, spiritual 
or other reasons.

G1: Importance as a place highly valued by a 
community for reasons of religious, spiritual, 
symbolic, cultural, educational or social 
associations.
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Ta b l e  3.1 C o n t in u e d

Australian Heritage Commission C riteria N S W  Heritage M anual C riteria

R e p re se n ta tiv e s

Criterion  D
Its im portance in dem onstrating the principal 
characteris tics of:
I) A  class o f Australia 's 's natural or cu ltura l 
p laces; or
II)  A  class o f Australia 's natural or cu ltural 
environm ents

Criterion  A/Representativeness 
Significant because it represents an im portant 
class of significant items or environm ents.

D2: Importance in demonstrating the principal 
characteristics of the range of human activities in 
the Australian environm ent (including w ay  of 
life, philosophy, custom, process, land use, 
function, design, technology or technique).

R a rity

Criterion  B
Its possession of uncom m on, rare or 
endangered aspects o f Australia 's natural or 
cu ltu ra l history.

Criterion B/Rarity
Significant because it represents a rare, 
endangered or unusual aspect of our history 
or cu ltura l environm ent.

B2: Importance in demonstrating a distinctive 
w ay  of life, custom, process, land use, function 
or design no longer practised, in danger of being 
lost, or of exceptional interest.

3 .3 .6  L im it a t io n s  o f  S t u d y

The study undertaken for this Draft EIS was limited to non-Aboriginal cultural 
heritage sites within each of the two defined study areas. This study did not 
include Aboriginal or natural heritage sites which were undertaken by other 
specialists for the Draft EIS and documented in Technical Papers No. 11 and 
No.14. The research, fieldwork, documentat'on and analysis undertaken for 
this study may generally be regarded as comprehensive. The level of 
documentation undertaken for individual heritage items, though sufficient to 
establish their significance and status for the purposes of inventory inclusion, 
must not be regarded as definitive or as a replacement for systematic research 
and documentation which would be undertaken as part of the conservation 
planning or development consent process.

Although the research and field surveys within the study areas was systematic, 
it is possible that further research may reveal additional sites not included in 
the inventory, but which may subsequently be found to be significant. This 
situation may result from the limited (and in one case, lack of) access that was 
available to some properties, particularly those in private ownership. It may 
also be created by changing levels of knowledge or perceptions about heritage 
significance in the future.
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Chapter 4 Statutory Context

4.1 S t a t u t o r y  F r a m e w o r k

Heritage items may be protected by Commonwealth and State legislation and 
by local statutory instruments. The legislation and statutory instruments which 
are relevant to this study and to the proposal to develop a Second Sydney 
Airport are outlined in more detail below.

4.1.1 T h e  A u s t r a l ia n  H e r it a g e  C o m m is s io n  A c t , 1975

The Australian Heritage Commission Act provides for the creation of the 
Register of the National Estate. This Register is the national list of all those 
parts of Australia's natural, historic and cultural heritage which should be 
conserved. It alerts planners, decision makers, researchers and the community 
at large to the heritage value of these places.

The Register lists items which, in the opinion of the Australian Heritage 
Commission, fall within the following definition:

'Components of the natural environment or the cultural 
environment of Australia that have aesthetic, historic, scientific 
or social significance, or other special value for future 
generations, as well as for the present community'.

Listing in the Register of the National Estate imposes no legal restrictions 
except on Commonwealth departments and agencies, which must consult with 
the Commission prior to carrying out any work which will impact upon the 
heritage value of a place on the Register. A department or agency may not 
take any action which adversely affects a place on the Register if there is an 
alternative which is 'prudent' and 'feasible'.

There are two properties adjacent to the study areas which are listed on the 
Register of the National Estate. These are the Holsworthy Army Camp and 
Kelvin Park, the latter located immediately adjacent to but beyond the 
boundaries of the proposed Badgerys Creek airport options.

In July 1997 the Holsworthy Military Area was placed on the Interim List of the 
Register of the National Estate as the Cubbitch Barta National Estate area. 
Nomination of the area was requested by the Thurawal Local Aboriginal Land 
Council as it meets many different criteria for national estate listing recognising 
the significance of its 'cultural and natural landscape which demonstrates 
relationships between the environment and human occupation through time.' 
(Australian Heritage Commission, 1997). If the area is listed finally in the
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Register this would invoke section 30 of the Australian Heritage Commission 
Act 1975 which contains specific obligations for the Commonwealth 
Government, including its Ministers, departments and authorities as described 
previously. Non-aboriginal cultural items or places that are cited by the 
Commission as being recognised by this interim listing include:

19th century settlement sites, dry stone walls and old transport routes;

■ the training site for Australia's World War I troops and horses bound for 
places such as Gallipoli and its use for training after World W ar II; and

■ the site of Australia's largest World W ar I internment camp for German 
and other European migrants between 1914 and 1919.' (Australian 
Heritage Commission, 1997).

4.1.2 NSWHERITACE ACT 1977

The N SW  Heritage Act includes various provisions for protecting identified 
items of environmental heritage. These include the following:

■ Interim Conservation Orders;

■ Permanent Conservation Orders;

■ Section 130 Orders;

■ Section 136 Orders; and

■ Relics provision.

Interim Conservation Order

After receiving a recommendation from the N SW  Heritage Council, the 
Minister may make an Interim Conservation Order over a building, work, relic 
or place, including groups or precincts of items.

This may be an item which, upon further investigation, warrants a Permanent 
Conservation Order. Interim Conservation Orders take effect when they are 
published in the N SW  Government Gazette and remain in force for a 
maximum period of one year.

Alternatively, the Heritage Council may recommend that an Interim 
Conservation Order on an item be revoked or allowed to lapse. The Minister 
is required to notify the owner of an item affected by an Interim Conservation 
Order as soon as it has been gazetted. The notice is to include:
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■ a statement as to the effect of the Interim Conservation Order;

■ the grounds for making a submission for or against the Interim 
Conservation Order and that the submission must be made within six 
months;

■ that the Minister shall carry out an inquiry if an owner, mortgagee or 
lessee objects; and

■ that at the end of the inquiry, a Permanent Conservation Order could 
be made without further notice.

Permanent Conservation Order

The Minister may, after receiving a recommendation from the N SW  Heritage 
Council, decide to place a Permanent Conservation Order on an item. The 
owner or occupier as well as the local Council concerned must be given 
public notice of the proposal so they have an opportunity to make a 
submission. The owner of an item may also request the Minister to make a 
Permanent Conservation Order over the item.

Submissions for or against a Permanent Conservation Order must be made 
within the specified period (which is not less than 28 days). In the case of a 
submission objecting to the making of a Permanent Conservation Order which 
is considered to fall within the grounds specified in Section 41 of the Heritage 
Act, the Minister appoints a Commissioner of Inquiry to hold an inquiry. In 
summary, these grounds are:

■ the item is not a heritage item;

■ the permanent conservation of the item is not necessary;

■ the Permanent Conservation Order would render the item incapable 
of reasonable or economic use; or

■ the Permanent Conservation Order would cause undue financial 
hardship to the owner, mortgagee or leasee of the item.

The Commissioner considers the submissions as well as the case for the 
Permanent Conservation Order and makes a recommendation to the Minister. 
A Permanent Conservation Order is notified in the N SW  Government Gazette 
when made by the Minister.
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Section 7 30 Order

The Minister (or delegates) may also make an order over an item pursuant to 
Section 130 of the N SW  Heritage Act where it is considered that, after further 
investigation, an Interim or Permanent Conservation Order may be justified.

A Section 130 order requires notification to the N SW  Heritage Council 
regarding any proposal to 'harm' (that is, demolish or alter) the subject item. 
It lasts for one year, unless an Interim Conservation Order or Permanent 
Conservation Order is made, or notice of proposed works or demolition is 
served on the N SW  Heritage Council. Where notice of proposed works or 
demolition is served, the Minister must make an Interim Conservation Order 
or Permanent Conservation Order within 40 days or the order lapses.

Where a local Council has a draft Local Environmental Plan ready to exhibit 
containing a schedule of heritage items, the N SW  Heritage Council, Director/ 
Assistant Director or nominee may delegate authority to make Section 130 
orders to a local Council. This can be a useful tool for providing interim 
protection to items identified during a heritage study, while other appropriate 
statutory or non statutory protective measures are determined. This approach 
is not favoured, however, by the N SW  Heritage Council due to the demolition 
controls now available under the N SW  Local Government Act, 1996.

Section 136 Order

An order may also be made pursuant to Section 136 of the N SW  Heritage Act. 
Such orders are made by the Minister, the Chairman of the N SW  Heritage 
Council, or delegate, and provide immediate protection where an item of 
environmental heritage is being, or is about to be, demolished or harmed. The 
order prevents any work for a period of 40 days.

Relics

The N SW  Heritage Act affords automatic statutory protection to 'relics' which 
form part of archaeological deposits. The Act defines a 'relic' as:

'any deposit, object or material evidence relating to the 
settlement of the area that comprises NSW, not being 
Aboriginal settlement and which is 50 or more years old'.

Sections 139 to 145 of the Act prevent the excavation or disturbance of land 
for the purpose of discovering, exposing or moving a relic, except in 
accordance with an Excavation Permit issued by the N SW  Heritage Council.
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Relationship to Proposal

There are no items within either of the two study areas currently protected by 
conservation instruments under the N SW  Heritage Act. However, Kelvin Park, 
which lies immediately adjacent to the Badgerys Creek study area, is protected 
by a Permanent Conservation Order.

The N SW  Heritage Act does not bind the Commonwealth.

4.2 Lo c a l  G o vern m en t  Instrum ents

4.2.1 L iv e r p o o l  C o u n c il

Liverpool Council has prepared a draft consolidating Local Environmental Plan 
1997 which incorporates heritage provisions, a schedule of heritage items and 
a schedule of potential archaeological sites. There are 11 items within or 
immediately adjacent to the Badgerys Creek study area which are identified 
in the heritage schedule. These are:

■ the Overseas Telecommunications Commission site group, including 
Road Receiving Station and staff housing;

water tanks in Badgerys Creek Road;

St John's Anglican Church Group including church and cemetery, 
Badgerys Creek;

Mount Pleasant, Bringelly;

Road Bridge, Pitt Street Badgerys Creek;

Badgerys Creek Public School;

Vicary's W inery Group, including wool shed, slab horse shed, land 
area, main house (and garden), The Northern Road Luddenham;

Lawsons Inn site, The Northern Road Luddenham (the Thistle site);

Luddenham Public School;

Bringelly Public School Group, including School House and former 
Headmaster's residence; and

the Kelvin Park Group, including site landscaping, homestead, kitchen 
wing, servant's quarters, coach house, slat barns (two), and other
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works/relics (located adjacent to the Badgerys Creek airport options 
area).

4 .2 .2  C a m p b e l l t o w n  C o u n c il

Campbelltown Council has an Interim Development Order in place which 
includes a portion of the Holsworthy Military Area. There are no heritage 
provisions contained within this Interim Development Order. Campbelltown 
Council does not have any other planning instruments which contain heritage 
provisions or schedules affecting heritage items within the Holsworthy Military 
Area.

4 .2 .3  S u t h e r l a n d  C o u n c il

Sutherland Council has a Local Environmental Plan 1993 in place which 
contains heritage provisions and a schedule of heritage items. This Local 
Environmental Plan applies to the southern portion of the Holsworthy Military 
Area, however, there are no heritage items within this area contained within 
the Schedule.

4.3 Other Heritage Bodies

4.3 .1  T h e  N a t io n a l  T r u s t

The National Trust of Australia (NSW) has assembled a comprehensive register 
of heritage items and conservation areas through the assessment work of its 
expert committees. Although it holds no legal status, the Trust's register is 
considered to be an authoritative guide to heritage significance and the Trust 
acts as an effective lobby group for heritage conservation.

There are only two items within or immediately adjacent to the study areas 
which are classified by the National Trust. These are the Holsworthy 
Landscape Conservation Area and Kelvin Park at Bringelly.
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Chapter 5 Heritage Survey and Assessment

5.1 Ba d g er ys  C reek - H is t o r ic a l  A ssessm ent

5.1 .1  Ea r l y  Ex p l o r a t io n

European settlement in the Badgerys Creek and Bringelly region was 
contemporaneous with the earliest agriculturally driven expansion beyond the 
Sydney Cove and Parramatta settlements. The area contained within the 
proposed airport sites was probably first crossed by a European in 1802 when 
the botanist George Caley led a party through the district. His expedition had 
contact with the local Aboriginal people, probably of the Cabrogal clan of the 
Darug. Caley, in his journal described the 'native huts', walking tracks and the 
effects of burning off on the local environment. The use of fire to trap animals 
had left the area like an 'English Park... with large trees separated by a grassy 
understorey'(Keating, 1996).

The inevitable expansion of settlement to the west was encouraged by the 
discovery of arable land that could support grain crops. The intensive farming 
that had taken place to support the fledgling colony around Sydney and 
Parramatta had exhausted the soil and alternative farming land was needed.

The Hawkesbury area had been settled for this reason. However, widespread 
flooding in 1800 and again in 1809, encouraged further investigations for 
suitable land. Access to Sydney and fresh water from a number of creeks 
added to the Badgerys Creek region's appeal.

5 .1 .2  1 8 0 9-1 8 2 0 - S e t t l e m e n t

The first land grants in the region were used as a testing ground for the 
emerging social policies of the fledgling colony. Larger than land parcels that 
had previously been offered to settlers, the grants were primarily intended to 
encourage farmers to grow sufficient crops to feed the growing population. 
Land was granted by the Governor on a freehold basis. The amount of land 
granted was initially decided on directions from London depending on the 
standing of the grantee and often correlated to the sum of money that the 
grantee could invest in order to improve the land (Proudfoot, 1990). This was 
based on the principle that those who had the money would be more likely to 
advantage the colony through capital investment in their property which 
would, in time, ease food shortages (Neustein and Associates, 1992).

Initial land grants were made soon after the turmoil surrounding the arrest of 
Governor Bligh during the 'Rum Rebellion' of January 1808 (see Figure 5. /). 
Bligh had been seen by some of the most influential landholders and by the
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military as being both obstructive and in some cases damaging to their 
interests.

On 26 January 1808, the 20th anniversary of the establishment of the colony, 
John Macarthur wrote a letter to the commanding officer of the N SW  Corps, 
Major Johnson, asking for the immediate arrest of the Governor. The letter 
read:

'Sir,

The present alarming state of this colony, in which every man's 
property, liberty and life is endangered, induces us most 
earnestly to implore you instantly to place Governor Bligh 
under an arrest and to assume the command of the colony. W e  
pledge ourselves, at a moment of less agitation to come forward 
to support the measures with our fortunes and our lives (Clark,
1979)'.

The letter was signed by John Macarthur and over one hundred other residents 
including James Badgery and the brothers John and Gregory Blaxland. 
Badgery and John Blaxland were to receive substantial land grants under the 
succeeding administrations.

Settlement in the area began in 1809 with a grant to James Badgery of 840 
acres at South Creek. Robert Lowe's grant of 1,000 acres at Bringelly in 1812 
was next and in 1813 John Blaxland received a grant of 6,770 acres which he 
named Luddenham (Keating, 1996).

James Badgery had arrived in the colony on board the 'W alker' in November 
1 799. Forced to lease land in the Hawkesbury area he farmed 11 acres 
intensively and with the proceeds he established a mill in Sydney, attached a 
bakery to it and by 1803 had been granted 100 acres at Hawkesbury. Badgery, 
who along with other Hawkesbury farmers had supported the arrest of 
Governor Bligh in 1808 (Clark, 1979), was granted 840 acres at South Creek 
under the new administration headed by Colonel W illiam  Paterson.

Many of the grants made under Paterson were revoked upon the arrival of the 
replacement Governor, Lachlan Macquarie in 1810. Badgery's was one of 
these and he had to reapply for his land. Macquarie approved Badgery's 
application but reduced it to 640 acres which Badgery increased through 
purchases over the next 10 years to include an extra 1,300 acres. The estate 
which would later be split up under the name Exeter Farms, covered and area 
to the north and south of the present day Elizabeth Drive incorporating 
Badgerys Creek, named after him.
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Robert Lowe's grant of 1,000 acres at Bringelly corresponded with the £1,000 
worth of property and assets that had accompanied him to NSW . Using the 
land for grazing he expanded his property 'Birling Cap' with an extra 500 
acres in 1818. His eventual holdings in 1828 totalled 5,600 acres (Australian 
Dictionary of Biography, 1968).

Lowe was appointed by Macquarie to be magistrate for the Badgerys Creek, 
Bringelly area from 1815 and for the County of Cumberland from 1820. In 
July 1820, Lowe wrote to Commissioner John Thomas Bigge who was in the 
colony to inquire into conditions under Governor Macquarie. Lowe expressed 
the view that convicts could be better rehabilitated if employed in agricultural 
pursuits on the estates surrounding the settled townships. He believed that 
convicts left in the town of Sydney congregating with other convicts remained 
set in their ways and were more likely to be re-offered. Under the direction 
of sober and industrious masters, the convicts had time to think of their deeds 
(Lowe, 1820). However, Lowe (1820) complained of the system of allocating 
convicts:

'I must observe that the convicts are not fairly distributed. They 
are mustered at Sydney upon their arrival and after the 
mechanics and all the better farmers men are separated for the 
use of Government, the wants of the people of Sydney are next 
consulted...! can confidently assert that amongst the three last 
allotments of convicts to the district of Bringelly or Cook not 
one useful farming man could be found amongst them (Lowe,
1820)'.

Lowe also complained about the lack of mechanical skills amongst the 
convicts and the distance of 40 miles return to Parramatta that had to be 
covered in order to gain repairs on carts or ploughs. A trip of this length would 
have been arduous at the time. Mrs Felton Matthews described The Northern 
Road in 1833 as having been laid down without any regard to the nature of the 
land with some areas being close to impassable due to the clayey soil, 
especially after rain. Other sections traversed the steepest part of hills or the 
deepest hollows. W ith poor maintenance, including on bridges, the trip was 
slow. It was made more perilous with bushranging gangs operating in the 
area, including those of Bold Jack Donohue (Proudfoot, 1990).

The settlement in the early 1800s was on the fringe of European expansion. 
The influx of settlers and the establishment of farms had inevitably pushed the 
traditional owners, the Darug people, off their land. Clashes occurred as was 
becoming common elsewhere along the frontier in NSW . In 1816 an 
Aboriginal uprising was reported at Bringelly where 30 'natives' attacked a 
settlers farm. The following day a party of seven settlers crossed the Nepean 
River to track the party. In the resulting clash, four Europeans were killed, one 
was wounded and two escaped. Fighting continued in the district until a
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military detachment was established at nearby Airds (Royal Australian 
Historical Society, 1920).

The largest landholder in the region (whose land covered much of the 
proposed airport site) was John Blaxland. Blaxland had inherited his fathers 
estate in Kent and having recently retired from the army, decided to emigrate. 
He arrived in N SW  in October 1807 with the promise of 5,000 acres of land, 
the use of 18 convicts for 18 months and free passage for his family and goods.

Despite poor relations with Governor Bligh and subsequently with Governor 
Macquarie, John Blaxland, as one of the first wealthy capitalist farmers to 
arrive in NSW , was granted 6,710 acres in 1813, stretching from Badgerys 
Creek to the Nepean River, which he named Luddenham (Keating, 1996). 
From 1813 until his death in 1845 Blaxland ran sheep and cattle on his 
property, gradually clearing it to develop pasture. Although Blaxland was 
running 462 cattle and over 2,600 sheep by 1821, this was not a significantly 
large number considering that he was in the richest area for agriculture in the 
colony (Keating, 1996). In fact Blaxland had been criticised for the neglect of 
his property due to him being an absentee landlord and by concentrating on 
cattle instead of growing grain when the colony was short of food.

Blaxland's absenteeism could explain why no substantial dwelling was ever 
erected on the property. Mrs Felton Matthew, the wife of a Government 
Surveyor who accompanied her husband on his trips around NSW , wrote of 
Blaxland's house at Luddenham in 1833, describing it as:

'..nothing, a mere settler's habitation, of wood principal and set 
up with all other neglect of comfort...' (Royal Australian 
Historical Society, 1920).

It had been from John Blaxland's Luddenham property that the successful 
crossing of the Blue Mountains started in May 1813. The expedition, which 
included Johns brother Gregory, established a viable crossing over the 
mountains returning to John's property in 26 days.

Other grantees of note in the area included Sarah Howe. Independently 
wealthy after being widowed by her first husband in 1811 she was granted 270 
acres which ran from Badgerys Creek and incorporated the location of the 
present day brickworks. Her land was one of the grants that had been created 
on what was to have been common grazing land. The common had been 
proposed by Governor Macquarie in 1811 after his visit to the region the year 
before, but was incorporated into the local grants after it was discovered that 
the land would not be good enough to support small landholders (Keating, 
1996). Sarah married George Howe the printer of the 'Sydney Gazette'.
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Living nearby at Bringelly was Ellis Bent, who having come to Australia with 
Governor Macquarie, was appointed Deputy Chief Judge Advocate. W hile he 
is attributed with naming the area Bringelly after an estate he owned in Wales, 
other reports suggest the name comes from the Aboriginal word 'Bringelli' 
meaning unobtainable.

One other prominent land holder in the area was D 'Arcy Wentworth. 
Wentworth arrived in N SW  in June 1790 having agreed to emigrate to N SW  
after being acquitted on three counts of highway robbery. Transferred to 
Norfolk Island as assistant in the hospital he returned to Sydney in February 
1796 as assistant surgeon to the colony. By 1818 Wentworth held a 
considerable amount of land in various grants, one adjoining Blaxland's 
Luddenham estate and another in the Bringelly area along The Northern Road. 
At the time of his death in 1827, Wentworth was one of the wealthiest people 
in the colony and left 22,000 acres of land in his will to numerous heirs 
(Keating, 1996).

O f the remaining grants, that of Thomas Laycock, covering the former 
Overseas Telecommunication Centre is significant in that his house, Kelvin 
Park, remains as a near complete example of a rural homestead plus associated 
buildings dating from the 1820s to 1850s. Laycock, who also had played a 
part in the uprising against Governor Bligh in 1808, was granted 600 acres in 
November 1818 calling it Cottage Vale and added the adjoining farm, Cottage 
Grove owned by Charles Reid soon after. At its sale in 1823 a 'handsome and 
roomy residence' existed on the farm, then comprising 1,200 acres (Keating, 
1996).

From 1825 to 1833 the Kelvin Park property served as the first Australian 
headquarters of the Australian Agricultural Company. This company, set up 
to develop a fine wool industry in Australia, used the site as its initial base. In 
December 1825 the appointed manager Robert Dawson and his employees, 
being 15 men, 14 women and 40 children, arrived in Sydney aboard the ships 
York and Brothers. These people along with 600 sheep, 12 cattle and seven 
horses were accommodated at The Retreat, as it was then known. Most stayed 
only a short while before relocating to the Hunter Valley from 1826.

Dawson's reason for relocating his workers was that at The Retreat he felt that 
they were surrounded by small settlers of bad character. Dawson was 
concerned that the inevitable contact that would occur between the locals and 
his own people 'would produce bad consequences' (Australian Council of 
National Trusts, 1982).

The Retreat went into private ownership after the Australian Agricultural 
Company's occupation and remained as a farming property until the 1950s 
when Overseas Telecommunications receiving station was built there, 
incorporating a large amount of the land, but not the house, in its site.
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The first phase of settlement and development in the Badgerys Creek area was 
characterised by the land grants and the use of the land for grazing wheat 
crops. The break up and sale of Blaxland's Luddenham estate between 1859 
to 1864 has been identified as the beginning of the next phase in the area, 
which saw the subdivision of the original grants.

5 .1 .3  1859 t o  1890 - S u b d iv i s io n  a n d  E s t a b l is h m e n t  o f  t h e  V i l l a g e s

In the 1825 census the Bringelly area had 717 free settlers and another 120 
male convicts living there. However the end of transportation and the 
consequent withdrawal of convict labour signalled the start of a decline in 
fortune for the Bringelly/Badgerys Creek area. A severe drought from 1838 to
1840 resulted in wheat crops failing two years in a row. This was followed in
1841 by an economic depression due, in part, to a crash in wool prices and a 
reduction in British investment capital (Keating, 1996). The most obvious 
effect of the downturn was the sale and subsequent subdivision of the 
Luddenham estate.

Towards the end of the 1830s Blaxland's land and associated property was 
valued at upwards of £30,000. His estate included a brewery and water mill 
(neither of which are within the proposed airport sites) and he employed 300 
people. Yet by 1841 the whole of the estate had been mortgaged. Following 
Blaxland's death in 1845, Sir Charles Nicolson purchased the entire estate in 
1851 after the property's mortgage had been defaulted.

The increasing demand for land close to the growing population centres 
coupled with the collapse of viable wheat farms after an outbreak of rust and 
the consequent de-population of the area as small tenant farmers moved in 
search of better land, culminated in many of the estates being subdivided into 
smaller allotments. Indeed from the 1880s rust completely eliminated wheat 
as a crop in the area (Proudfoot, 1990).

The first estate to be subdivided, as mentioned above, was Luddenham. 
Initially subdivided into one acre and half acre blocks, it was advertised as a 
village subdivision called Luddenham. Centred on The Northern Road, the 
village was to include the then only public drinking house in the area, 
Lawson's (Thistle) Store Inn and made provision for a public school and church 
(Nuestein and Associates, 1992) (see Figure 5.2). By 1857 a small 
weatherboard Methodist school had been established, with a more substantial 
brick school being opened in 1862.

The small rural settlement provided the surrounding estates with a focal point 
and Luddenham was soon establishing itself as a viable settlement. On 
1 March 1872 Luddenham Post Office was opened with a local resident, Mr 
C.H. Beardow as the Post Master. The post office played an important role in 
the village, serving as a money order office from January 1885, acquiring a
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Figure 5.2
Village of Luddenham - 1859

Source: Land Titles Office
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telephone and telegraph service from August 1905 and a Commonwealth 
Savings Bank office in April 1914 (Hopson and Tobin, 1995). Also from 1892, 
Luddenham held an annual agricultural show, allowing the local farmers and 
graziers to display their produce and animals.

Later partition on the eastern boundaries of Blaxland's old estate, the Exeter 
farms and W illiam  Hutchinson's estate on the Northern Road, subdivided in 
1891, allowed for further small scale settlement and the communities of 
Luddenham, Bringelly and Badgerys Creek to grow (see Figure 5.3). However, 
neither Bringelly nor Badgerys Creek developed into the same well defined 
village centre as Luddenham.

5 .1 .4  1890  TO 1950- ALTERNATIVE LAND USES

The main alternative land use to grazing and cropping in the area around the 
turn of the century was orchards. City families, displaced by the depression 
of the 1890s were attracted by the subdivision of the large estates into smaller 
manageable land parcels. The subdivisions, many of lots between three and 
10 acres, were designed to encourage settlement in the area. Reasonable 
deposits and easy repayments belied the trouble that many of these new 
farmers were to face. Inexperience, seasonal changes and small lots combined 
to make life difficult on the land. Small orchards dominated land use on the 
smaller properties, while dairy farms and some vine growing occupied other 
farms (Nuestein and Associates, 1992).

The number of vineyards declined in the region from the 1890s due to a 
disease in the vines known as phylloxera. O f the vineyards that continued 
operation after this period, one on The Northern Road at Luddenham was 
called Anchau Vineyard. Beginning operations sometime after 1870 and still 
operating in 1908, it had been established by German immigrants who were 
descendants of vine-dressers originally brought to Australia by the Macarthurs 
and other families to help establish vine growing in the colony (Keating, 
1996).

Opposite Anschau Vineyard from 1917, when the first grapes were planted, 
was Vicarys W inery (Norrie, 1990). Planting (originally as a sideline to the 
main rural activities of sheep and dairy cows) on a former farm dating from the 
1880s, Cec Vicary and his family began commercial wine sales from 1923 
though still running dairy cows up until the early 1940s. The winery was 
gradually expanded, its size peaking in the 1930s, with 65 hectares (160 acres) 
under cultivation. Although now operating on a reduced scale the winery 
continues in commercial production (Lester Firth Associates, 1991). Today, 
the property retains the original homestead (albeit altered) and a woolshed also 
dating from the 1880s. Both have been incorporated into the present 
promotional aspects of the winery.
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By the 1920s the character of the area had been largely established (see 
Figure 5.4). Small to medium sized farms were arranged around the service 
centres of Luddenham, Badgerys Geek and Bringelly. A system of main roads, 
some like The Northern Road, dating from the mid 1820s, linked this area to 
the major centres of Liverpool and Sydney. From the 1950s, the land 
development changed slightly with the establishment of intensive farming 
operations such as battery hen farms, some horse studs and market gardening 
(Kinhill Stearns, 1985).

5.1.5 1950 t o  1990s • R u r a l  D e c l in e  a n d  U r b a n  F r in g e

By the 1950s the district around Badgerys G eek  was still sparsely populated. 
The remnants of the older farms were seen by the government as the perfect 
position for the placement of large infrastructure facilities. O f these, the 
Overseas Telecommunications Commission site and the Royal Australian Air 
Force Remote Receiving Station, adjacent to each other at Bringelly are the 
only two within the boundary of the proposed airport sites.

Bringelly was chosen by the Overseas Telecommunications Commission 
because of its isolation from intensive settlement, having only 200 residents 
in the early 1950s. The Overseas Telecommunications Commission station 
was constructed between 1952 and 1955 on land purchased by the 
Commonwealth Government in October 1949, as part of an upgrade of its 
facilities. The architectural firm Hennessy, Hennessy and Co were 
commissioned by the Overseas Telecommunications Commission in 1952 to 
design the station and the associated staff quarters. However, due to space 
restrictions the accommodation provided for workers at the station was less 
than that of a standard dwelling for the time, despite the inclusion of a 
communal swimming pool and tennis courts. Comments made by the 
architects at the time reflect their attempts at fitting the development into the 
local environment:

'On Bringelly

Site plan in this locality has a more formal character to suit the 
restricted area available for housing and here again the cottages 
would face towards the central park area in which could be 
located the recreational and social facilities.

Future expansion of staff accommodation could easily be 
obtained along the northern side of the Station Road. 
Individual cottages would be located to suit the particular 
aspect of each site.
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Figure 5.3
Eastern Division of Luddenham Estate
Source: Mitchell Library (ZM3 811.11311/1864/1)



Figure 5.4
Parish of Bringelly, County of Cumberland - 1908

Source: Mitchell Library Parish Maps
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On Cottages

The specified total area of 1,025 square feet for brick cottages 
will not permit larger sized rooms than those indicated on our 
sketches and very little space is available for built-in cupboards, 
etc, which are often the feature in the modern home'.

The Bringelly station was the last of its type built before technological changes 
shifted the Overseas Telecommunications Commission's focus and made them 
redundant.

Adjacent to the Overseas Telecommunications Commission site is the Royal 
Australian Air Force Radio Receiving Station. This plays a similar role to the 
Overseas Telecommunications Commission station except it is specifically for 
the reception of military radio transmissions. After initial protests from 
residents over the positioning of the station, a site was chosen and a series of 
protracted negotiations began. The site for the station was on the western 
boundary of the land that belonged to the historic Kelvin Park homestead.

Negotiations between the army and the then owner of Kelvin Park, Mrs L J 
McDonald, concluded with the site being bounded on the east by Thompson's 
Creek thereby allowing access to water for stock. A private access road to 
Kelvin Park on the northern boundary was also included (Australian Archives, 
PA960). The area agreed upon for the station totalled 283 acres, three rods 
and 20 perches. W ith the market value of the land at the time being £36 per 
acre, the total sale was settled at £10,219.10, in December 1954. The 
Government took formal possession of the land on 16 September 1959 with 
construction starting soon after (Australian Archives, PA960).

From the 1970s Badgerys Creek has been the focus for the proposed 
development of a second Sydney airport. The M ajor Airport Needs of Sydney 
Study (Major Airport Needs of Sydney Study Committee, 1979) identified the 
Badgerys Creek area as its most preferred site. The findings of this study were 
never seriously refuted and in response the Commonwealth Government 
began buying property that might be affected by construction of the airport in 
this location.

Despite this and State Government assessments of the Luddenham area for 
further subdivision for intense urban development, the Badgerys Creek, 
Bringelly and Luddenham region retains much of its rural character (Keating, 
1996). The small rural allotments, the farms and the village communities 
continue as a link to the region's earliest European history.
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5.2 Ba d g er ys  C reek - H eritage Items

The non-Aboriginal cultural heritage items identified from this study in the 
Badgerys Creek study area are listed in the schedule below. A detailed 
inventory form has been prepared for each of the items and is contained in 
Appendix B. A map showing the location of each item is contained in 
Appendix C.

■ B1 - Luddenham Public School; The Northern Road, Luddenham;
Australian Map Grid Reference E286350 N6248400; Local
significance;

■ B2 - Vertical slab dairy c l 930; Lot 10 Adams Road, Badgerys Creek;
Australian Map Grid Reference E287400 N6249100; Local
significance;

■ B3 - Luddenham Uniting Church, Cemetery and Progress Hall; The 
Northern Road, Luddenham; Australian Map Grid Reference E286250 
N6248450; Regional significance;

■ B4 - Lawson's Inn site - demolished 1930s; The Northern Road, 
Luddenham, Australian Map Grid Reference E286650 N6248050; 
Regional significance;

■ B5 - Luddenham Anglican Church and Cemetery; The Northern Road, 
Luddenham; Australian Map Grid Reference E286400 N6248250; 
Regional significance;

■ B6 - Anchau vineyard site - vineyard operated up until c l 910; The 
Northern Road, Luddenham; Australian Map Grid Reference E287700 
N 6246300; Local significance;

■ B7, B8, B9, B10 - Vickerys W inery - c1880s original house, c1910 
Winery Building, c1880s woolshed and c l 880s Shearers Quarters; The 
Northern Road, Luddenham; Australian Map Grid Reference E286950 
N6246300; Regional significance, B9 - Local significance;

■ B11 - 'Evergreen' homestead - c l 900 small farm house; off Derwent 
Road, Bringelly; Australian Map Grid Reference E289300 N6243800; 
Local significance;

■ B12 - 'Mount Pleasant' homestead - c1900 small farm house; Shannon 
Road, Bringelly; Australian Map Grid Reference E289500 N6245150; 
Local significance;
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B13 - RAAF Water Tanks - two c1950 steel elevated water tanks; 
Badgerys Creek Road, Bringelly; Australian Map Grid Reference 
E690200 N6244450; Local significance;

B14 - Overseas Telecommunications Commission Bringelly Remote 
Receiving Station - c1955 overseas radio receiving station; Badgerys 
Creek Road, Bringelly; Australian Map Grid Reference E290000 
N 6244900 Regional significance;

B15:-Kelvin Park - c l 820 Estate homestead and associated buildings; 
off Kelvin Park Drive, Bringelly; State significance;

B16 - Braeburn Homestead - turn of the century homestead; private 
road off Longleys Road, Badgerys Creek; Australian Map Grid 
Reference E289750 N6246850; Local significance;

B17 - Former Badgerys Creek butchery - cl880s building; Badgerys 
creek Road, Badgerys Creek; Australian Map Grid Reference E291000 
N6247800; Local significance.;

B18 - St Johns (Badgery's Creek) Anglican Church Cemetery - 
approximately 30 graves; Pitt Street Badgerys Creek; Australian Map 
Grid Reference E291150 N6248250; Local significance;

B19 - Badgery's Creek Methodist Church Cemetery - two graves; Pitt 
Street Badgerys Creek; Australian Map Grid Reference E291300 
N6248300; Local significance;

B20 - Gardiner Road Farm Cottage - c.1900 weatherboard cottage; 
Gardiner Road, Badgerys Creek; Australian Map Grid Reference 
E291900 N6248600; Local significance;

B21 - Gardiner Road Farm Outbuildings - c l 930s timber slab buildings; 
Gardiner Road, Badgerys Creek; Australian Map Grid Reference 
E291500 N6248700; Local significance;

B22 - Pitt Street Bridge - steel truss bridge; Pitt Street, Badgerys Creek; 
Australian Map Grid Reference E292200 N6248100; Local 
significance;

B23 - Badgerys Creek Public School - c1895 Public School building; 
Badgerys Creek Road; Australian Map Grid Reference E291100 
N 6248350; Regional significance; and
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B24 - The Northern Road, Badgerys Geek. Australian Map Grid 
Reference E290300/286990 N6242000/6250400; Regional
significance.

5.3 Ba d g er ys  C reek - H eritage S ig n if ic a n c e

5.3 .1  O v e r v ie w  o f  S ig n if ic a n c e

The existing heritage items/sites and heritage significance of the Badgerys 
Geek study area can be analysed in terms of the major phases of activity that 
have occurred since the first grants of land were allocated.

Phase 1 - Land Grants and Early Estates, 7 788 to 1850

The first activity that occurred in the Badgerys G eek area arises from the 
circumstances behind the 'Rum Rebellion', where the senior officers of the 
N SW  Corps conspired to arrest the then Governor, W illiam  Bligh, and to take 
over the administration of the colony for their own interests. John MacArthur, 
a pivotal figure in the Rebellion, was already foreseeing a great pastoral future 
for the colony, with his own extensive land holdings in the Camden and 
Parramatta vicinities. Prior to the rebellion, land grant policies worked against 
large pastoral properties being granted under single ownerships (although 
individuals were able to extend their holdings by purchase) and many of the 
settlers who took the side of the rebel soldiers were clearly expecting to profit 
from a change of this policy. Many of the first grants of land in the area south­
west of Parramatta were made by the Acting Governor, Colonel Paterson, soon 
after Governor Bligh was deposed and one of these was to James Badgery, an 
established Hawkesbury River farmer and supporter of Captain MacArthur and 
the rebels. His grant, like all other grants made at this time, was rescinded by 
Governor Macquarie but a smaller grant in the same area was later approved. 
From this land which he named 'Exeter Farms', the name Badgerys G eek  has 
survived.

This tumultuous period also saw the arrival of John and Gregory Blaxland, the 
colony's first major capitalists. John Blaxland arrived in 1807 with 
considerable money to spend, a promise of 8,000 acres of land and an attitude 
that Bligh described as caring 'for nothing but making money'. John Blaxland 
supported the rebels against Bligh but nevertheless, Governor Macquarie was 
compelled to honour the promises made back in England, granting him, 
amongst other properties, 6,710 acres on the east side of the Nepean River. 
This became the Luddenham Estate.

Other grants in the area followed, generally to individuals of some wealth and 
class. Thomas Laycock's 'Cottage Vale' (later The Retreat, then Kelvin Park), 
Robert Lowe's 'Burling', D'Arcy Wentworth's 'Emshall' and the properties of
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Captain John Piper, Sarah Howe and William  Hutchinson (Cowpasture Farm) 
were all substantial properties in the area.

Existing Heritage Items - Phase I

From the establishment period of 1809 to 1850, few relics of the early 
properties survive. The Luddenham Estate is recorded by the name of the 
township which was created by its subdivision and Badgery's name is 
preserved in both the watercourse and the small township. The layout of 
property boundaries and streets in the area is a product of the various original 
grants and their subdivisions, especially the Luddenham and Exeter Farms 
estates. These estates however are not clearly recorded by these features and 
the landscape of the area has undergone considerable development since they 
were subdivided.

Heritage items/sites that remain are shown on Figure C l, Appendix C and are 
described below:

■ of the other estates, Thomas Laycock's homestead The Retreat, now 
known as Kelvin Park, remains intact and is remarkably well-preserved. 
It is one of the few early colonial homesteads which survive in N SW  
and it has associations with some notable individuals and companies 
in the early history of Australia. It is of considerable heritage 
significance, especially as it retains its original kitchen block, servants 
quarters, its 1860's coachhouse and the farm outbuildings;

■ the original main road, The Northern Road, which traditionally 
connected Camden with the township of Windsor, still maintains its 
original route through the area with only minor deviations. The route 
has some significance for its continuous linkage to the early days of 
settlement, its expression of the physical requirements of the 
transportation of the period, though this has diminished due to later 
improvements that have been made, and for the influence it has 
exerted upon development in its vicinity; and

■ associated with The Northern Road is the site of Lawson's Inn (Item B4) 
which, although long demolished, is historically significant for its role 
as an important stopping place on the road in the earliest period. Its 
position on the road can be related to the normal distances that could 
be traversed by the transportation of the period until a rest stop was 
required and this characteristic led to the Inn's later influence on the 
siting and layout of the town subdivision of Luddenham.
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Phase II - Small Farms and Country Towns, 1850 to 1900

The western plains of the Cumberland County were a generational staging post 
for pastoral and agricultural development in NSW. The successful land owners 
of the 1820s to 1840s period had moved their investments over the mountains 
by the 1850s. The unsuccessful had generally been caught by the 1840s 
depression or the gold rushes of the 1850s and the families forced into 
bankruptcy and retirement. In either case, the large properties were all 
progressively subdivided and sold during the decades between the 1850s and 
1880s.

In the 1850s and 1860s the township of Luddenham was laid out alongside 
The Northern Road, with allotments provided for a church, a school and a post 
office. The township of Badgerys Creek developed later, as a satellite 
community, with the school established for the children of the local farmers 
from the mid 1880s and the post office and the churches following in the 
1890s.

This period is characterised by the operation of small farms usually less than 
50 acres. Development however was severely compromised by a series of 
droughts and bushfires between 1847 and 1859, followed by severe floods in 
the district in 1860, 1866 and 1868. The small farms were marginal producers 
and the families which prospered were those which combined their farming 
with other trades such as carting, shoemaking, butchery or coachbuilding. The 
manufacturers in the area, such as the brickworks, also provided seasonal and 
part time work for local families.

The last of the large estates were subdivided in the 1890s, including the 
Hutchinson estate and the remaining sections of Badgery's Exeter Farms. By 
the turn of the century orchards, dairies and vineyards were the main 
agricultural activities. Vineyards and winemaking originated in the district in 
the 1840s with several of the large estates, most notably John Jamieson's 
'Regentville' and William  Cox's 'Winbourne', importing German and other 
European vintners to manage large vineyards on these estates. By the end of 
the century, the descendants of these immigrants had purchased their own 
farms and were raising vines and pressing grapes in the district. Few were 
hugely successful in this area, but a small number prospered well into the 
middle of the twentieth century.

Existing Heritage Items - Phase II

Much of the existing historic fabric of the Badgerys Creek area dates from its 
second phase of development. The Badgerys Creek township grew out of the 
progressively closer settlement of the area and was a typical rural district 
community centre. As it grew, it gradually acquired the facilities of a township 
such as churches and shops, a school and a post office. The post office itself
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has been demolished and both timber church buildings removed in the last 
decade, but the cemeteries remain, as does the school. Churches and schools 
are focal points of most small towns and demonstrate the size, wealth and 
outlook of the local population in their form and location.

Heritage items/sites that remain are shown on Figure C l, Appendix C and are 
described below:

■ the Badgerys Creek Public School (Item B23) retains the small 
weatherboard schoolhouse that was erected in 1914 and retains its 
semi-rural setting. It features prominently in the oral histories of the 
area and is representative of many one room schools that have existed 
in small towns throughout NSW ;

■ the two churches at Badgerys Creek, an Anglican and a Methodist, 
have not survived but the cemeteries of each (Items B 18 and B 19) are 
still in place. Considerable information as to the cultural origins, 
wealth, aspirations and the health of the inhabitants of the area is 
contained in the remaining headstones and the cemeteries have 
considerable social significance to the families of the people buried 
there;

■ one interesting building which survives is the small butchery on 
Badgerys Creek Road (Item B17), though the business has ceased and 
the building is presently used for other purposes. It has features that 
are typical of a butchery in a small township, such as its detachment 
from the town centre, its setting within an open paddock and its 
compact, brick-walled form;

■ there are few traditional farm houses of 19th century origin which 
remain in the area. Documentary evidence indicates that timber slab 
was the most common form of construction used in this area in the 
19th century but such buildings represent a crude and relatively 
temporary building form and were typically replaced or rebuilt within 
a few decades. The earlier building forms are represented by the 
timber slab farm outbuildings at Vicary's W inery (Items B8, B9 and 
B IO ), Kelvin Park (Item B15), Gardiner Road (Item B21) and Adams 
Road (Item B2), although the original homestead at Vicary's (Item B7) 
has sections where the original construction survives. These 
outbuildings have generally been erected in the 20th century but 
utilise traditional materials and construction methods. The Shearers 
Quarters (Item B10) at Vicary's W inery is amongst the most original of 
these buildings but is in very poor condition;

■ the best examples of farmhouses in the area are Mt Pleasant (Item B 12), 
Evergreen (Item B11) and the Gardiner Road farmhouse (Item B20),

Department of Transport and Recional Development Page 5-15



Second  Syd ney  A irport

Pace 5-16

which are all small weatherboard cottages dating from around the turn 
of the century. They are representative examples of the 'better' class of 
this type of house. The 'Braeburn' homestead (Item B16) was a 
member of this group but has become an archaeological site in recent 
years;

Luddenham's earliest building, the St James Anglican Church (Item 
B5), s an evocatively rural style of church, with its simple form and 
rubble wall construction. Its quality is indicative of the class of the 
local Anglican population and it forms part of a particular set of mid 
19th century rural churches which are characteristic of the colonial 
townships along the Hawkesbury-Nepean River between Camden and 
Windsor;

the Luddenham Uniting Church, with its Progress Hall (Item B3), dates 
from the 1880s and indicates both increasing population and diversity 
of origins in the vicinity. The absence of other denominations 
highlights the strong Protestant presence in the community and this 
characteristic is repeated by the two churches of the Badgerys Creek 
township, of which only the cemeteries remain. A small Catholic 
Church existed near Luddenham but has been demolished and the 
cemetery removed to Greendale;

the school at Luddenham (Item B1) is larger than that of Badgerys 
Creek but also retains weatherboard buildings from the first decade of 
this century. Both schools are significant as representative examples 
of small town schools and have some social significance as the focus 
of the memories of many former residents of the area; and

the historic significance of the area as a seminal wine producing region 
is demonstrated by the still operating Vicary's W inery (Item B8) and by 
the site of the former Anchau Vineyard (Item B6) across The Northern 
Road. Although eclipsed by later vineyards in the Hunter Valley, 
South Australia and Victoria, the Cumberland Plain was the location of 
the first generation of wineries in Australia and the strong European 
immigrant presence in the Australian industry has its origins in the 
early investments made in this locality. The Vicarys W inery property 
also contains examples of 19th century farm outbuildings, although the 
Woolshed (Item B9) is now modified for its current 'dance hall' use. It 
is an evocative, if not authentic, example of a combined shearing shed, 
dairy and barn. The nearby Shearer's Quarters (Item BIO) is an 
excellent example of a crude bush hut and is probably representative 
of a wide range of 19th century structures once common in the area. 
This woodshed and the Shearer's Quarters are the only examples noted 
in the area which provide evidence of the once common grazing of 
sheep.
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Phase III - Family Farms to Urban Fringe, 1900 to 1990s

The first half of the 20th century produced few changes to the landscape or the 
activities of the Badgerys Creek area. The changes which occurred in the late 
19th century produced a relatively stable community of a semi-rural character, 
with a diversity of income sources shielding the local economy from the 
seasonal vagaries of true agricultural and pastoral business. Orchards, dairies 
and horse breeding were the typical activities, feeding the nearby city markets 
and neither the two World Wars, the Great Depression or the advent of 
reticulated electricity had a great impact upon the region.

These conditions changed after the end of World War II. The private motor car 
changed the lifestyle of the nation during this period and its effect locally was 
to marginalise local businesses. Shops that once supplied walking distances 
were now redundant whilst supermarkets and shopping malls developed in 
regional centres. Schools, churches and government offices were similarly 
affected. The increasing size and facility of motor trucks and road transport 
increased the efficiency of agriculture throughout the country. For marginal 
producing areas such as Badgerys Creek, this had the effect of making most of 
the traditional farming activities totally uneconomic. By the 1970s, few of the 
orchards and dairies that had sustained the area were still working and most 
of the small farms had become residential properties. Many were subdivided 
for housing where the immediate area was suitable; others were consolidated 
into larger properties operating in one of the few businesses for which the area 
remained suitable - horse breeding and training.

As these changes occurred, the area developed attractions for new forms of 
activity that were being created in the decades following World W ar II. In the 
1950s, the Commonwealth Government purchased a large area of land to 
establish firstly an international radio communication centre and secondly a 
military radio centre. These required large areas of open land with low local 
populations, whilst remaining close to urban facilities. In a similar fashion, 
large poultry businesses moved into the area, the former paddocks and 
pastures being now important more as buffer zones around the central 
production facilities. Most recently, cattle production has adopted some 
similar techniques and feed-lot cattle farming has also been established.

The proposal to build a major airport in the Badgerys Creek area was first 
raised in the 1970s. The Second Sydney Airport proposal has been an ongoing 
political debate during the subsequent two decades and considerable 
uncertainty has surrounded its development. The effect of this process upon 
the Badgerys Creek area has been to sterilise the area for substantial new 
development, particularly for commercial or manufacturing purposes, and to 
accelerate the departure of government and community services from the 
locality. At the same time, there has been considerable building of new
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residential buildings on existing properties, a process which has usually 
involved the demolition of the previous generation of buildings.

Existing Heritage Items - Phase III

The low level of development in the area during the course of the 20th century 
has not left a large number of significant relics of this phase.

Heritage items/sites that remain are shown in Figure C l, Appendix C and are 
described below:

■ although the Radio Communications facilities were important 
technological developments, much of the technology upon which they 
were based is obsolete and has been superseded and removed from the 
buildings. The buildings themselves were built as simple, functional 
enclosures for the equipment and now have only associational links to 
their historic origins. They have little aesthetic or other value;

■ most of the other buildings associated with the Radio Receiving 
Stations are nondescript residences erected for the staff and have little 
individual significance, although the Overseas Telecommunications 
Commission's Bringelly Radio Receiving Station (Item B14) had its 
residences constructed as a small communal group around a central 
recreation area and this group is expressive both of the perceived 
isolation of the area at that period and, (in the number of residences) 
of the staffing requirements arising from the technology;

■ a feature of the two Radio Stations is the erection of elevated water 
reservoirs (Item B13) using government standard pattern watertanks. 
These are local landmarks and have some aesthetic qualities; and

■ there has been little change to the street pattern and layout of the area 
during this period. One item that has been modified is the low level 
timber beam bridge over Badgerys Creek on Pitt Street, which was 
reconstructed after World W ar II as a steel truss bridge (Item B22) at a 
higher level. It is aesthetically significant as an interesting and 
structurally expressive bridge of simple design, which is in keeping 
with the semi-rural character of the area. It is also historically 
significant as it indicates the low-level of activity and investment in the 
region at the time of its erection.
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5.4 Badgerys C reek - Sum m ary Statem ent o f  S ig n if ic a n c e

The Badgerys Creek study area has environmental heritage significance
because of:

■ evidence of its association with the disposition of land ownership in the 
early years of the colony and the events leading up to and following 
the 'Rum Rebellion', a seminal event in the history of the colonial 
administration of N SW  (Historic Significance);

Items of major significance include: the name of the area as Badgerys 
Creek, recording the farmer, James Badgery, and the resultant layout 
of the properties in the area which reflect the original property 
boundaries derived from the events surrounding the land grants made 
at that time.

■ evidence of the expansion of the colony from its early centres into the 
rural hinterland prior to the crossing of the Blue Mountains, the first 
road routes through the district and the type of agriculture and the 
people employed in these developments (Historic and Aesthetic and 
Research Significance);

Items of major significance include the site of Lawsons Inn and the 
route of The Northern Road.

■ evidence of early 19th century 'gentleman farmer' residential housing 
and the form and extent of buildings necessary for the operation of a 
remote grazing property in the period (Historic and Aesthetic and 
Research Significance);

Items of major significance include 'Kelvin Park' homestead and its 
outbuildings.

■ evidence of the form and materials of the homesteads and outbuildings 
associated with small farming properties in the late 19th century and 
the development of small townships that service these communities 
(Historic and Aesthetic and Research and Social Significance);

Items of major significance include 'Evergreen', 'Mt Pleasant' and the 
Gardiner Road cottage, the farm outbuildings at Vicary's Winery and 
in Adams Road and Gardiner Road, the churches and schoolhouse at 
Badgerys Creek and at Luddenham and the bridge over Badgerys 
Creek.

■ evidence of the gradual decline in the agricultural viability of the 
Cumberland Plain, the rise and fall of the wine and grape industry and
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the development of alternative uses for former pastoral land associated 
with 20th century technology (Historic Significance);

Items of major significance include Vicary's Winery, the site of 
Anchau's vineyard, the Overseas Telecommunications Commission 
site, the military radio stations and the two water tanks associated 
with these.

5.5 Holsworthy M ilitary Area and Surrounds - 
H istorical Assessment

5.5 .1  Ea r l y  Ex p l o r a t io n  A n d  a g r ic u l t u r e

The earliest European exploration of the Georges River occurred in 1788 when 
Governor Phillip explored Botany Bay and sailed up the Georges River for a 
short distance before arriving at Port Jackson and establishing the first 
European settlement (Keating, 1996). Later in the same year Captain John 
Hunter surveyed the river from Botany Bay to Alford's Point but was 
unimpressed with what he found (Keating, 1996). Matthew Flinders and 
George Bass were the first to undertake a major exploration of the Georges 
River. Not surprisingly the first grants of land in the area, in April 1798, went 
to Bass and Flinders and to Captains George Johnson and Thomas Rowley 
along the river near present day George's Hall (Keating, 1996).

In the Liverpool area the first small grants given out from 1798 to 1805 were 
along the Georges River in the bend that now encloses Moorebank and 
Chipping Norton. In the first few years land along the alluvial flats was given 
to Captain Thomas Rowley, Richard Clinch, James Angle, Thomas Bramwell 
and others as small cropping allotments. Clinch was given 260 acres in March 
1800 but drowned before the deeds were completed. The land was then given 
to his family whose name is commemorated today by Clinches Pond. Rowley, 
Thomas Laycock and others received land in the thin sandstone country 
around Harris and W illiam 's Creeks a few years later (Keating, 1996) (this is 
within the current Holsworthy Military Area).

The major recipient of land in this area was Thomas Moore, the former 
government boatbuilder. After his years of service Lieutenant Governor 
Paterson judged him to be 'a proper subject of the indulgences given to settlers 
of the most respectable class'. He got his first land grant at Moorebank in 1805 
and received multiple grants in the Liverpool area after his retirement in 1809. 
Moore ultimately owned over 6,000 acres on the east bank of the river 
(Keating, 1996). This area covered most of the area from the Georges River 
east to Harris Creek and south to the east-west bend of Harris Creek.
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The area along the Georges River and to the east (within the present 
Holsworthy Military Area) developed as an agricultural region, mostly for 
wheat. By 1821 the Liverpool district (which at that time included areas such 
as present-day Campbelltown, Camden, Cobbity, Menangle and Bringelly) was 
second only to Windsor in the production of wheat (National Trust, 1996). 
The historian Brian Fletcher calculated that around the early 1820's the 
Liverpool district contained 28.1 percent of the land owned in NSW , 28 
percent of the area cropped, 27 percent of the horses, 26.9 percent of the 
cattle and 27.5 percent of the sheep (National Trust, 1996).

The more fertile areas in the Liverpool district were taken up by the late 
1790's. However the harder sandstone country within the present Holsworthy 
Military Area was granted in the period from 1805 to 1809 (see Figure 5.5). 
By 1810 the Sydney merchant boatbuilder Henry Kable was calling in debts 
from the Georges River farmers (Keating, 1996).

Farming in the Sydney area on a large scale began in Parramatta in 1788. This 
was followed by Windsor, Richmond, Penrith and Emu Plains. The Georges 
River area, farmed from the late 1790s is contemporaneous with the earliest 
agricultural developments in Australia. During the initial settlement period 
along the Georges River conflict between Aborigines and Europeans occurred. 
Troops were sent to protect crops in the Georges River area as early as 1797 
(National Trust, 1996). The most prominent early landowner within the study 
area was Thomas Moore. Moore arrived in the colony in 1792 on the 
Britannia as the ship's carpenter and in 1796 was appointed Government Boat 
Builder. Moore built a home which he named 'Moore Bank' in the early 19th 
Century hence the name of the present day suburb. He was appointed a 
magistrate in 1810, was responsible for allocating the ten blocks of Liverpool 
(after Macquarie) and was Superintendent of Convicts (National Trust, 1996). 
Moore continued as Magistrate for thirty years until his death on Christmas Eve 
1840. In his will, Moore gave his entire estate to the Church of England which 
administered it for the next 60 years. Under the bequest, Moore Theological 
College was established in Elizabeth Street, Liverpool in 1857. The College 
and Moore's home 'Moore Bank' were demolished in 1930 (National Trust, 
1996).

In November 1810 Lachlan Macquarie (the new Governor) set out with a small 
party from Parramatta to inspect the newly settled district of Georges River. 
They crossed the river and arrived at Moore Bank, the house of Thomas 
Moore. After breakfast, the group, now accompanied by Dr W illiam  Redfern 
and Thomas Moore, 'set out in a boat...to view  and survey the ground 
intended for the new township' (National Trust, 1996). A mile up the river 
they disembarked at Thomas Laycock's house and Macquarie recorded that 
'having surveyed the ground and found it in every respect eligible and fit for 
the purpose, I determined to erect a township on it, and named it Liverpool, 
in honour of (Robert Banks Jenkinson) the Earl of that Title, now the Secretary
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of State for the Colonies'. The Acting Surveyor, Mr Meehan, was at the same 
time directed to mark out the ground for the town, with a square in the centre 
thereof, for the purpose of having a church hereafter erected within it 
(National Trust, 1996). Later in the same year Macquarie marked out five 
other townships around the settled hinterland of Sydney, naming them 
Windsor, Richmond, Pitt Town, Wilberforce and Castlereagh (Keating, 1996). 
This was an effort to extend the agricultural districts which supplied the colony 
after flooding of the Georges River caused food shortages.

5 .5 .2  Industry in the Holsworthy Area

The earliest mention of industry within the Holsworthy area occurs in 1824. 
An 1827 map of part of the Parish of Holsworthy prepared by Surveyor Robert 
Dixon noted a 'm ill' on the western bank of Williams Creek on land granted 
to Thomas Rowley and adjacent to the land granted to miller, John Lucas 
(National Trust, 1996) (see Figure 5.6). This is thought to be the 'Brisbane 
Water M ill' built in 1822 and operated by John Lucas and named after 
Governor Brisbane (National Trust, 1996). The following advertisement 
appeared in the Sydney Gazette in March 1824:

'BRISBANE WATER MILL - The first Grant of his Excellency the 
present GOVERNOR, of one hundred and fifty acres of land, for 
the purpose of erecting a Water M ill, at Liverpool, has been 
completed by Mr John Lucas, a Native of the Colony. This 
mechanic has finished the Machinery with the greatest 
accuracy; and now the Dam is completed, the Public are 
assured, that flour will be sold at as low prices as in Sydney; 
and I can confidently say; this M ill will not stand still for the 
want of water, when once the dam is full. As hitherto the Mill 
was worked undershot, this waste, added to the uncommon 
drought, has caused the Mill to stand still. In the mean time,
Mr. John Lucas will receive Wheat, free from smut, at the 
Liverpool Warehouse, and pay for the same as fair as Settler can 
sell in Sydney...' (Sydney Gazette, 1824).

Other industries that are reported in the Holsworthy area during the latter half 
of the 19th Century are quarrying, saw milling, paper milling, ship building 
and noxious operations such as tanning along the river. However the only 
definite location that has been found on a map is the site of paper milling on 
William s Creek and ship building which occurred at the confluence of 
Williams Oeek and the Georges River. This is shown in Figure 5.7.

In the 1860s Joseph Pemmell set up a cardboard mill at Holsworthy on 
W illiam s Creek. The mill was later converted to a flour mill. The National 
Trust's Draft Landscape Conservation Area Proposal (National Trust, 1996) 
states, that Thomas Woodward utilised the mill as a woolwash until it was
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Figure 5.5
Land Grants on Holsworthy Military Area - 1820

Source: Mitchell Library



Figure 5.6
Holsworthy Study Area - 1850

Source: Mitchell Library (ZM2 811.1141/1850/1)
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destroyed by fire in the 1880s. However a 'Paper M ill' is marked on a 1908 
map of the area on Williams Creek which would suggest that either it was 
always known as the site of the paper mill or it was still operating. This mill 
is contemporaneous with the Liverpool Paper M ill which began operation in 
1868 (Sydney Gazette, 1824). It is outside the Holsworthy Military Area.

Keating (1996) in his history of Liverpool states that quarries operated near the 
confluence of W illiams Creek and the George's River from as early as 1841. 
Sandstone from these quarries was loaded onto ships and taken downriver 
(Keating, 1996).

Keating also reports that F. E. Forbes operated sawpits with convict labour from 
1832 on the farms of John Campbell and John Gowan at Holsworthy (Keating, 
1996). However, neither of these names appear as grantees on the early Parish 
map of the study area. Thus, the site of these undertakings is unclear and it is 
not known whether they occurred within the Holsworthy Military Area.

By the late 19th century there were complaints regarding the noxious 
industries around Liverpool and their impacts on the environment. Release of 
waste products into the Georges River had all but destroyed the water life of 
that river and tanneries and paper mills created extremely unpleasant odours. 
Agriculture also declined. The onset of rust disease and poor seasons in the 
1860s saw the decline of wheat growing on the Cumberland Plain and its 
transfer to west of the Great Dividing Range. A 1908 plan of the study area 
indicates orchards in the north of the study area near W illiams Creek. The 
only other agriculture noted is the wine production around Eckersley which 
was the most substantial development within the study area prior to the 
Commonwealth Department of Defence obtaining control in 1913.

5 .5 .3  T h e  S e t t l e m e n t  O f Ec k e r s l e y

While migrant groups never made up a large proportion of the Liverpool area's 
population during the 19th century, there had been a long tradition of 
importing skilled labour into Liverpool to work in industry and agriculture. 
French, Italian and German vinedressers in the 1820s and 1830s were among 
the earliest of these arrivals and they made great contributions to the 
establishment of wine growing in the district (Keating, 1996). By mid-century 
there were numerous German families growing grapes in the Liverpool area, 
including those of Joseph Stein, Johann Stumpf and Johann Beckhaus around 
Carramar and the Ettinger and the Asimus and Klein families at Fairfield 
(Keating, 1996). At Luddenham, opposite the present Vicary W inery, the 
Anchau vineyard was established by Germans originally brought out by the 
Macarthur and Cox dynasties and, from the late 1880s, the Eckersley area 
became an enclave of French, and Polish winemakers (Keating, 1996).
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Keith Longhurst, a long time resident of the Campbelltown area, has 
undertaken a great deal of study on the families that settled in the Eckersley 
area in the 1880s. Most of the information which follows was provided by 
communications with Mr Longhurst (Keating, 1996) and sources for other 
information are indicated.

The settlement of Eckersley was centred around the area known as Giles 
Junction where the Old lllawarra Road and what was marked on a 1908 map 
as, the 'Eckersley Road' (now referred to as the New lllawarra Road) met, 
(Longhurst, pers. comm., 1996).

The Crown Lands Act of 1884 opened the area for European settlement. 
Eckersley lay between the Parishes of Holsworthy to the north and 
Wedderburn to the south, W illiams Creek to the east and the Georges River 
to the west. The boundaries of the Campbelltown Municipality were extended 
east to W illiams Creek to include this new district (Keating, 1996).

A number of families selected land at Eckersley in the late 1880s and early 
1890s. Road access from Liverpool was along an extension of Greenhills 
Avenue and the Old lllawarra Road to Darkes Forest. National Park Road 
(later renamed Georges River Road) led to a ford at the junction of Peter 
Meadows Creek and the Georges River (the section of road from the end of 
Georges River Road to the river is now referred to as the O ld Ford Road). After 
crossing the river, this road (also known as No Bridge Road) linked up with 
Greenhills Road in Eckersley. The road included a number of carefully 
constructed stone culverts which protected it wherever torrential rain cascaded 
down from rocky outcrops above (Longhurst pers. comm., 1996).

Most of the families who settled in this area were French (such as the Frere 
family) or Polish (Lebinski, who owned land around Giles Junction; 
Himmelhock, who owned the Grodno Vineyard, after 1894). More detailed 
information on the history of the farms in this area appears on the inventory 
sheets for the heritage sites provided in Appendix B.

The following list indicates the names of people and their properties that 
research has so far shown to be associated with the Eckersley community or 
settlement at one time or another:

■ GF Everett; ■
■ AH Etchells; ■
■ W A  Trott; ■
■ J. Hetteman; ■
■ C. Frere;
■ G P Frere (Beausejour); ■
■ FC Frere (Monville); ■
■ I. Himmelhoch (Grodno); ■

RS Adams;
Lebinski;
De Leski;
L. Wroblewski (initial owner of 
Grodno);
J. Hearse;
PVL de Schedlin;
E. Kelso (Punchbowl);
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J. Hefferman;
J. Draper;
JC, J. and T. Wearne; 
J. Bull (Gettysburg);

■ C. Kelso (L'Hermitage);
■ JP  Rochaix;
■ N. Bull;

C. Wilkinson; and
T. Giralamo.

A report in the September 1889 edition of the Cumberland Argus (1889) noted 
a new community had established at Eckersley south of Holsworthy:

'a novel settlement [of] thirteen Russian Poles, under a Russian 
nobleman named De Liski, who finds the money (and each has) 
selected 640 acres of land, and are planting it out with grapes, 
almonds, figs and olives. The foreigners reckon they have 
struck the best land in the world for vine growing and intend to 
show the world the best champagne yet uncorked.' 
(Cumberland Argus, 1989).

A few kilometres further south Charles Kelso and the Frere Family also 
established a vineyard in 1889 known as 'Beausejour'. Australian vines were 
being attacked by phylloxera and Leonce Frere was aware that vines grown on 
sandy soils of Eckersley would be ideal for vine growing (National Trust, 
1996).

The name De Liski does not appear on the petition in 1891 which resulted in 
the construction of the Eckersley Post Office. Thus, it is assumed that he had 
resigned his position as a 'Lord' as described in the article above. Russian 
Polish names do not appear heavily on the 1891 petition. However, the 
names of the vineyards and orchards give an idea of the cosmopolitan nature 
of the settlement (National Trust, 1996).

Keith Longhurst reports that at least one of the families involved with the 
settlement, the Etchell's, made money from selling 'moonshine' to mines in 
the lllawarra. Mr Longhurst also reports that he is aware of the site of two of 
the stills involved in the operation (Longhurst, pers. comm., 1996).

A 1908 map of the study area as shown in Figure 5.7 shows a number of 
features from the Eckersley settlement such as Grodno Vineyard, a Frere family 
dwelling, the Kelso homes, Eckersley Post Office and Eckersley house and 
some orchards in the north. The same map shows the property owned by 
Nathaniel Bull. Bull was a prominent local business man and councillor in the 
late 19th century. He established the Commercial Stores in 1880 and was 
Liverpool's mayor in 1887 and 1888 (Keating, 1996).

The settlement began declining after 1906 as the news spread of the proposed 
takeover of the land by the Department of Defence. The Department of 
Defence took over the area in 1913. Keith Longhurst reports that none of the
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people who still owned land in the area received compensation for loss of 
property in this takeover (Longhurst, pers. comm., 1996).

5 .5 .4  O c c u p a t io n  by t h e  Army

The Department of Defence has occupied the study area since 1913 using it 
for training for recruits and weapons testing. The area north of the Holsworthy 
airport options area has been in use for military purposes since the 1890s. 
There are substantial relics of the Military's occupation and use of the 
Holsworthy Firing Range. Most of the associated Infrastructure is however 
located north of the Holsworthy airport study area in the Moorebank, 
Holsworthy village and Old Holsworthy area.

5 .5 .5  O l d  R o a d s  in  t h e  S t u d y  A r ea

The earliest road through the Holsworthy Military Area is the Old lllawarra 
Road. The section of this road which runs from the south through Giles 
Junction then north-east through Lucas Heights to Lugarno. There is some 
confusion about the history of the Old lllawarra Road as another road is also 
known by this name. A card in Liverpool Council's local history library refers 
to a road running from Liverpool to Hammondville built by convicts in 1850, 
becoming 'Army Road' in 1930 (Keating, 1996). However the Old lllawarra 
Road surveyed by Thomas Mitchell in 1843 does not follow the route 
described by the card in the Council's Library

The road which today is known as the New lllawarra Road appears to be the 
one referred to in the Council's card reference or an extension of it. This road 
is marked on a 1908 plan of the area as Eckersley Road. New lllawarra Road 
joins Old lllawarra Road at Giles Junction. It is probable that the Old lllawarra 
Road, surveyed by Mitchell in 1843 and which runs through part of the study 
area, traces an Aboriginal migration route which was later used as a track by 
the early Georges River settlers.

The O ld Coach Road runs from the southern end of the Holsworthy Mi'itary 
Area north to the ridge near G P Freres land. The name is a misnomer as the 
'Coach Road' was never actually more than a bridle track used to trip to the 
lllawarra. It probably dates from the 1880s although it could date from the 
earlier settlement along the Georges River or was first made and used by 
surveyors in the 1850s. In the 1950s it was enlarged by the Military and made 
into a road.

No Bridge Road which probably dates from the 1880s to 1890s provided 
access to Grodno and surrounding properties.

Greenhills Road extends from Moorebank Avenue and meets the New 
lllawarra Road near the Nathaniel Bull House site. On a 1908 map of the area
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it is marked as a 'well defined cart track'. It has since been upgraded by the 
Military.

National Park Road appears to have run from the north crossing of what is now 
called Heathcote Road (previously the Old lllawarra Road) to follow what is 
now called Little Forest Road. An alignment similar to this appears as a track 
on a 1908 map of the area. Currently the road does not join the Heathcote 
Road (a side track traces its original line and meets this road) but has been 
extended down the ridge between Williams and Deadmans Creeks to meet the 
Old lllawarra Road.

5.6 H o lsw o r t h y  - H eritage Items

The non-Aboriginal cultural heritage items identified from this study of the
Holsworthy Military Area are listed in the schedule below. A detailed
inventory form has been prepared for each of the items and is contained in
Appendix B. A map showing the location of each item is contained in
Appendix C.

■ H I - Army Range Control Headquarters - brick administration building; 
Australian Map Grid Reference E308300 N6238150; Regional 
significance;

■ H2 - Harris Creek farm house remains; Australian Map Grid Reference 
E308070 N6235630; Local significance;

■ H3 - Remains of Masonry Wall - circa World War One; Australian Map 
Grid Reference E311350 N6235770; Local significance;

■ H4 - Adams House and well remains - Ruins of homestead, cl890s; 
Australian Map Grid Reference E307080 N6231100; Local 
significance;

■ H5 - Grodno settlement site - c1889 settlement site, dry stone wal Is and 
irrigation channels; Australian Map Grid Reference E306900 N 
6231700; Local significance;

■ H6 - Grodno settlement site - c l 889 settlement site, including winery 
ruins, cisterns; Australian Map Grid Reference E306900 N6227900; 
Regional significance;

■ H7 - Rubbish dump and well, Himmelhoch Property, Grodno 
settlement; Australian Map Grid Reference E307075 N6230710; Local 
significance;
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• H8 - Kelso House site - house site and associated ruins c1890s;
Australian Map Grid Reference E305550 N6229660; Local
significance;

■ H9- Etchell's Hut - cl890s house site with ruined hut; Australian Map 
Grid Reference E304832 N6228995; Local significance;

■ H10 - Frere's House and W inery Site - ruined wine vats c1890s;
Australian Map Grid Reference E304400 N6228400; Local
significance;

■ H 1 1 -Engineers Bridge - box girder and truss bridge over Punchbowl 
creek; Australian Map Grid Reference E 305100 N6227900; Regional 
significance;

■ H12 - Nat Bull House site - c1884 house site and cistern; Australian 
Map Grid Reference E 307886 N6228407; Local significance;

■ H13 - Eckersley Post Office - c l 891-1913 ruins; Australian Map Grid 
Reference E308235 N6226260; Local significance;

■ H14 - Eckersley House site - c1900 homestead site, including cellar 
and rock shelter; Australian Map Grid Reference E308660 N6226550; 
Local significance;

• H I 5 -Vineyard remains on Lebinski's property - c l 890; Australian Map 
Grid Reference N/A; Local significance;

■ H 16 - Chimney remains and concrete slab - c1900 homestead ruins; 
Australian Map Grid Reference E307870 N6224430; Local 
significance;

• H 17-Etcheli Still -c1890s 'moonshine' still site; Australian Map Grid 
Reference E303700 N 6219800; Local significance;

■ H18 - Old Coach Road - early bridle track cl850s; Australian Map 
Grid Reference E304200 N6228900; Regional significance;

■ H19 - Old lllawarra Road - connecting road from Sydney to southern 
settlements c1830s; Australian Map Grid Reference E 312550 N 
6229800; Regional significance; and

• H20 - New lllawarra Road - 1870s connecting Road to Liverpool; 
Australian Map Grid Reference E308450 N6225500; Regional 
significance.
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5.7 H o lsw o r t h y  - H eritage S ig n if ic a n c e

5.7 .1  O v e r v ie w  o f  S ig n if ic a n c e

The Holsworthy Military Area is a discrete area within a larger historic context 
and much of its own development is as a part of developments which occurred 
in its vicinity. W ith this in mind, the following sections analyse the heritage 
significance of the area by reference to its major phases of historic activities.

Phase 1 - Exploration and Roads, 1800 to 1870

The Holsworthy Military Area is evident in the early history of the colony of 
N SW  firstly as an area of exploration and secondly as an area through which 
the early roads to the lllawarra region traversed. The Georges River was 
explored by boat within the first years of settlement and throughout the early 
19th century, land adjacent to the Georges River was surveyed, granted and 
settled. This activity though, was largely confined to the waterfrontages as the 
river was the primary transportation corridor of the era. Wheat farms, quarries 
and waterfront industries such as boat building were the major activities, 
however few of these lasted for many years, the wheat growing in particular 
having moved westwards by the 1840s. An early water powered flour mill was 
operating on W illiams Creek in the 1820s, processing the wheat of the local 
farms. Thomas Moore was a recipient of large tracts of land within and north 
of the Holsworthy area. Like the Georges River farms, though, virtually all 
activity on Moore's land occurred along the River foreshores, outside of the 
Holsworthy Military Area, and the rough sandstone country of the ranges 
behind the river flats was left undeveloped. Timber getting was a ubiquitous 
activity and undoubtedly occurred within the area during the period.

Whilst the Military Area was never settled in this period, it was explored and 
surveyed. The spread of settlement of the colony had reached the lllawarra by 
the 1820s and various attempts were made to find a passable land route from 
Sydney to this area. Surveyor Thomas Mitchell identified two main routes to 
the lllawarra, the western one (the Old lllawarra Road), passing through the 
Military Area. This route was built as a road progressively between 1830 and 
the 1860s, much of it by convict road gangs.

By the 1850s, Liverpool was a minor metropolis and a connecting road 
between the township and the Old lllawarra Road was built. A bridle path 
also existed through the western part of the area, connecting across a ford of 
the Georges River to Campbelltown. These roads were not heavily used and 
Mitchell's eastern lllawarra route, via Sylvania, Sutherland and Waterfall, had 
become the most popular southern route by the 1850s. They did, however, 
open the rough, dry landscape of the Military Area for further exploration and 
settlement.
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Existing Heritage Items - Phase I

There is virtually no evidence of settlement or other European activity from 
this first phase period within the current Holsworthy Military Area. Heritage 
items/sites that remain are shown on Figure C2, Appendix C and are discussed 
below:

■ the three roads which are known to have originated during this period, 
the O ld lllawarra Road (Item H19), the New lllawarra Road (Item H20) 
and the O ld  Coach Road (Item H I8), all still exist and are little 
changed in their route, though they have been greatly improved in 
their surface and structure. There is no place known where early 
construction methods and features remain evident on these roads. 
These historic routes are however significant for their continuous 
linkage to the early days of colonial settlement, their expression of the 
physical limitations of the transport of the period and for the influence 
that they have had in shaping development in the vicinity.

Phase II - Orchards and Vineyards, 1850 to 1913

The second phase of development of the Holsworthy Military Area is one of 
limited agricultural settlement. From the 1880s, land in the area was made 
available and sold by the government. Most of the land in the northern part 
of the area was purchased but much of this appears to have been for 
speculative investments only intended for resale, as no activity ever occurred. 
Many of the first purchases were repossessed for default of payment in the 
1890s.

Some land was occupied, though, and a notable group of French, Russian and 
Russian Polish immigrants formed a singular community at Eckersley, near the 
intersection of the Old and New lllawarra Roads and at 'Grodno'. The main 
agricultural pursuit was vine growing and wine making, with 'Grodno' in 
particular having a substantial winery. Although up to two decades of work 
and investment occurred on some properties, this area was not a successful 
vine growing region and most farms were abandoned by the first decade of the 
20th century.

Orchards were planted in the northern part of the area but beyond this, there 
was little further development of these lands. Many of the properties were 
occupied by small settler farmers looking to support themselves and their 
families from their land but, unfortunately, the rough and dry landscape 
appears to have been unsuitable even for this purpose. Few families stayed 
beyond their first generation and many left after only a few years. The most 
successful survivors in this area appear to have been the Etchell brothers, who 
discovered that the isolation of the country was its most exploitable feature 
and supplemented their income by making 'moonshine' liquor in the bush.
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Existing Heritage Items - Phase II

Most of the heritage sites and relics identified in the current Holsworthy 
Military Area relate to this phase of its development. Most are similar in their 
heritage values, being of local historical significance as a physical record of the 
history of the area and having some scientific and research value as 
archaeological sites with artefacts which relate to settlement in the late 19th 
century. They also have an aesthetic value which arises from their context, 
having a particular quality which relates to their location and to their 
obviously rough and expedient methods of construction. These remains are 
evocative of the difficulties faced by the pioneer small settlers and demonstrate 
the determination and ingenuity of these people. Even the larger settlements 
such as 'Grodno' demonstrate a high degree of independence from 
manufactured goods and technology and illustrate the extensive, laborious 
manipulation of the landscape required to achieve their aim of agricultural 
cultivation. Few other localities express so clearly why so many European 
immigrants recoiled from the alien landscape of Australia and considered it to 
be a place characterised by pitiless hardship and thwarted ambition. The long 
period of time since these farms were abandoned, combined with the 
subsequent activities of the Military, have removed most of the physical 
evidence of these settlers.

Heritage items/sites that remain are shown on Figure C2, Appendix C and are 
described below:

■ the former Crodno winery (Item H6) and settlement area has extensive 
tracts of dry-stone walling, irrigation channels and areas of former vine 
plantings (Item H5), with footings and remains of buildings, wells and 
domestic artefacts (Item H7) in several locations. The site of the 
neighbouring Adam's homestead (Item H4) also has the archaeological 
remains of the house, with its water cistern cut into natural rock 
nearby. The extensive manual labour involved in these constructions 
is apparent and impressive;

■ further south is the area once known as Eckersley, where a local post 
office served the surrounding farms. There are the archaeological 
remains of the Post O ffice (Item H I3) and of Eckersley House 
(Item H14), but there is little evidence of the other properties except a 
ruined house with standing chimney (Item H I 6) approximately 1.5 
kilometres southwards, possibly associated with CC Lebinski. The 
archaeological evidence of the vineyard on the property of Lebinski 
(Item H I 5) is also in this area;

■ between these two settlements are the footings of Nathanial Bull's 
house and its water cistern (Item H I2) at the road junction known now 
as 'Nat Bull'. Other runs which are evidence of prior occupation of the
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area are the ruins of a farmhouse near Harris Creek (Item H2) and a 
masonry w all (Item H3) near the Army's airfield; and

■ the third settlement area of note is between Punchbowl Creek and the 
Georges River, in the vicinity of Frere's Crossing. George Frere 
operated a vineyard, whilst Edmond Kelso and Frank Etchell attempted 
subsistence farming. Fragmentary and ruinous remains of the Kelso 
homestead (Item H8) and of Etchell's Hut and dam (Item H9) can still 
be found and Frere's four concrete w ine vats (Item H10) existed intact 
until recently. Frank Etchell's illegal moonshine still (Item H17) in the 
bush eight kilometres to the south is evidence of the precarious nature 
of these farms and the need for additional income sources.

Phase III - Department of Defence (Australian Army), 1913 to 1997

The third phase of development of the Holsworthy Military Area is entirely 
concerned with the activities of the Military. The land was resumed by the 
Commonwealth in 1913 for the Holsworthy Military Area, but the proposal 
had been well known for several years. The whole area on the north of the 
Military Area up to the banks of the Georges River had been in use for military 
purposes since the 1890s and the annual military encampments had 
progressively grown in size and complexity. The impending war in Europe 
was the impetus necessary for the establishment of a permanent National Army 
and the Holsworthy area was an essential part of its early years of operation.

While most of the Holsworthy Military Area has been predominantly used as 
an artillery practice facility, with periods of heavy use relating to periods of 
high military activity, it has also been an important venue for practising 
military manoeuvres and techniques. Up to the 1930s, horses were integral 
to military operations and many soldiers learned to ride at the Holsworthy 
Remount Depot. Training runs through the Firing Range were common and 
later, soldiers in tanks and armoured cars have performed the same activities 
across the Area. Trench digging and foxhole preparation have been practised 
almost since the establishment of the Firing Range and the evidence of small 
encampments in the bush are common, though characteristically insubstantial, 
in keeping with 20th century military practice.

Existing Heritage Items - Phase III

There are few substantial relics of the Army's occupation and use of the 
Holsworthy Military Area. Most of the Army's infrastructure is located north 
of the Military Area, in the Moorebank, Holsworthy Village and Old 
Holsworthy areas. The north-west corner of the Military Area contains a 
number of sculptured small arms firing ranges but these are all of relatively 
recent construction, though based around the site of earlier facilities.
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Heritage items/sites remaining are shown on Figure C2 in Appendix C and are 
described below:

■ the Range Control building (Item H 1) is also less than two decades old 
but it has aesthetic significance in its design which reflects its function 
and symbolises the operations of the Range. It has historic associations 
as the operational heart of activities throughout the Range and is the 
successor to a long line of Range Control offices and facilities; and

■ the roads throughout the Holsworthy Military Area have all been 
developed and maintained by the Army and their present form reflects 
both the Army's requirements and their construction techniques. The 
single major structure within the area - the Engineers Bridge (Item 
H11), relates to these roads and their use. Its aesthetic significance has 
both rarity and representative qualities as it is an unusual example of 
an important military portable-bridge design, the Bailey Bridge, which 
has been the mainstay of English and Australian military engineering 
for several decades. It is the only known example in N SW  of a 
permanent installation of this bridge type.

Despite their long occupation of the Holsworthy Military Area, the Army has 
had a surprisingly low impact upon the landscape. Most evidence of the Army 
is in the form of unexploded ordnances, spent artillery shells and smoke 
grenades, shattered mortar and rocket casings and the casings of practise 
(blank) rifle cartridges, all of which are commonly found. Dug-outs and 
training trenches also abound but are insubstantial and generally utilise the 
natural resources of the locality. These items provide artefacts and landscapes 
which together demonstrate the known history of the area but are in 
themselves of little heritage value.

5.8 H o lsw o r t h y  - Sum m ary Statem en t  o f  S ig n if ic a n c e

The Holsworthy Military Area has environmental heritage significance because 
of:

evidence of the expansion of the colony and the early routes out of 
Sydney to the lllawarra and to the southern tablelands (Historic 
Significance);

Items of major significance include the routes of the Old lllawarra 
Road and the New lllawarra Road and the original bridle path which 
is now the Old Coach Road.
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evidence of the release of Crown land into small land holdings in the 
late 19th century and the development, or not, of these properties for 
market gardens and orchards (Historic Significance).

Items of major significance include the remains of Nat Bull's 
homestead, the Harris Creek farmhouse and the remains of the 
various properties associated with the Eckersley area.

evidence of the early agricultural activities of non-English immigrants 
in the latter part of the 19th century, their continuing close association 
and the differing farm and agricultural techniques practised by such 
groups (Historic and Research Significance);

Items of major significance include the Grodno and Eckersley 
settlements and their evidence of vine growing, the dry-stone walls 
and irrigation channels at Grodno and the archaeological deposits at 
these sites.

evidence of the general growth, the role of European emigrants and the 
unique role that this area played in the history of the Australian wine 
industry (Historic and Social Significance)-,

Items of major significance include the remains of the Grodno winery 
and the associated vineyard, including the irrigation channels and 
property walls, the concrete vats on the Frere property and the 
vineyard remains of Lebinski's property at Eckersley.

evidence of the nature and the structures typical of subsistence farming 
in the late 19th century, the hardship and isolation of settlement in this 
area and the activities that individual settlers engaged in to survive 
(Historic and Aesthetic and Research Significance); and

Items of major significance include the remains of Frank Etchell's hut 
and dam and of his moonshine still, the ruins of Kelso's, Adam's and 
Lebinski's homesteads and to a lesser extent, the ruins of the Post 
Office and of Eckersley House.

evidence of the occupation and activities of the Australian Army, 
particularly with regard to its training and weaponry, from its creation 
shortly after Federation until the present (Historic and Aesthetic 
Significance);

Items of major significance include the formation and structure of the 
roads through the Military Area, Engineers Bridge and the Range 
Control Building.
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The Holsworthy Military Area is also on the Interim List of the Register of the 
National Estate as the Cubbitch Barta National Estate Area. It meets many 
different criteria for national estate listing recognising the significance of its 
'cultural and natural landscape which demonstrates relationships between the 
environment and human occupation through time' (Australian Heritage 
Commission, 1997). Non-Aboriginal cultural items or places that are cited by 
the Commission as being recognised by this interim listing include:

■ 19th century settlement sites, dry stone walls and old transport routes;

■ the training site for Australia's World War I troops and horses bound for 
places such as Gallipoli, and it use for training after World War II; and

■ the site of Australia's largest World W ar I internment camp for German 
and other European migrants between 1914 and 1919' (Australian 
Heritage Commission, 1997).

The first two of these heritage items/places are included in the study area for 
this Draft EIS.
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C h a p t e r  6 Im p a c t s  o f  B a d g e r y s  C r e ek  O p t i o n s

6.1 O ptio n  A

6.1.1 Construction Impacts

Construction of Badgerys Creek Option A would result in a range of impacts 
on heritage items identified from this study within the Badgerys Creek study 
area.

The necessary site works within the master plan area, in particular, the 
requirements for clearing and excavation, would result in the demolition of all 
above ground structures and the destruction of all archaeological sites and 
below ground features within the master plan area. Thirteen of the 24 non- 
Aboriginal cultural heritage items within the Badgerys Creek study area would 
be demolished or destroyed as a result of clearing or excavation within the 
master plan area. One further item, The Northern Road (Item B24), would be 
partly destroyed (and is proposed to be rebuilt) within the master plan area, but 
would remain intact outside of the proposed airport site boundary. The 
remaining 10 heritage items, all outside the master plan area would not be 
affected by this option. Additionally, there is some potential for the site of the 
Lawsons Inn (Item B4) to be retained.

The proposed perimeter road adjacent to the proposed security fence for the 
airport would potentially destroy the Lawsons Inn site (Item B4), although this 
would most likely be destroyed by clearing/excavation within the master plan 
area. No other items are assessed as being affected by construction/access 
roads.

The proposed rail corridor would not impact on the majority of heritage items 
within the study area as for most of its route in this area it would be 
underground. The corridor passes in close proximity to three heritage items 
and it appears unlikely that it would directly affect those three items.

Two heritage items, the Anchau Vineyard site (Item B6) and The Northern 
Road (Item B24) would be potentially affected by services proposed within the 
proposed site boundary. However, these items would already be destroyed by 
clearing/excavation within the master plan area.

There are no heritage items affected by the proposed Obstacle Limitation 
Surface cut areas.
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6 .1 .2  O p e r a t io n a l  Im p a c t s

The majority of the retained non-Aboriginal cultural heritage items, that is, 
items not demolished or destroyed during construction, would be relatively 
unaffected by the airport's operation. The majority of retained items are at a 
sufficient distance from the boundary of the airport master plan area to avoid 
any significant impact on existing views and vistas, that is, these items would 
not be read against the airport structures. Similarly, there would be no scale 
impact caused by the new airport structures on retained heritage items, as they 
would be visually separated from one another and would therefore not be read 
together.

The greatest impact that would be caused by the airport's operation would be 
the likely impact on the ambience and setting of retained heritage items. The 
historic rural setting of all of the retained items would be affected to some 
degree by aircraft noise. In addition, some retained heritage items may be 
affected by vibration impacts, in particular, the bridge over Badgerys Creek 
(Item B22).

6 .1 .3  Im p a c t s  o n  H e r it a g e  It e m s

As described, Badgerys Creek Option A would result in a range of impacts on 
the non-Aboriginal cultural heritage items identified from this study in the 
Badgerys Creek study area. Figure 6.1 indicates the items affected by Option 
A. The impact on each heritage item following construction of Option A is 
assessed as follows:

Heritage Items Demolished or Destroyed

Items of Regional Significance

■ B4: Site of Lawsons Inn - c1910 archaeological site; The Northern
Road, Luddenham;

■ B 7: Vicary's Vineyard Homestead- c1880s Original homestead; The
Northern Road, Luddenham;

■ B8: Vicary's W inery - c l 910 W inery Building; The Northern Road,
Luddenham;

■ BIO : Vicary's Vineyard - cl880s Shearers Quarters; The Northern
Road, Luddenham; and

■ B23: Original Badgerys Oeek Public School Building - c1895 Public
School building; Badgerys Creek Road, Badgerys Creek.
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Items of Local Significance

■ B6: Anchau vineyard site - c1910 Archaeological Site; The Northern
Road, Luddenham;

■ B9: Vicary's Vineyard - c1880s woolshed; The Northern Road,
Luddenham;

■ B16: 'Braeburn' homestead - turn of the century homestead; private
road off Longleys Road, Badgerys Creek;

■ B17: Former Badgerys Creek butchery - cl880s building; Badgerys
Creek Road, Badgerys Creek;

■ B18: St Johns Anglican Church Site and Cemetery - approximately 30
graves; Pitt Street, Badgerys Creek;

■ B19: Badgery's Creek Uniting (Methodist) Church Cemetery - two
graves; Pitt Street, Badgerys Creek;

■ B20: Farm Cottage - c.1900 weatherboard cottage; Gardiner Road,
Badgerys Creek;

■ B21: Group of Farm Outbuildings - c l 930s timber slab buildings;
Gardiner Road, Badgerys Creek.

H eritage Item s Pa rtly  D em olished  or D estroyed  

Items of Regional Significance

■ B24: The Northern Road (between Luddenham and Bringelly) -
c1820s road alignment, connecting Windsor and Camden.

Heritage Items Retained - (with Potential Noise and/or Vibration 
Impacts)

Items of State Significance

■ B15: Kelvin Park Homestead-c1820 Estate homestead and associated
buildings; off Kelvin Park Drive, Bringelly.

Items of Regional Significance

■ B3: Luddenham Uniting Church, Cemetery and Progress Hall; The
Northern Road, Luddenham;
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■ B5: Luddenham Anglican Church and Cemetery (St James); The
Northern Road, Luddenham; and

■ B14: Overseas Telecommunications Commission Bringelly Remote
Receiving Station - c l 955 overseas radio receiving station; 
Badgerys Creek Road, Bringelly.

Items of Local Significance

■ B1: Luddenham Public School; The Northern Road, Luddenham;

■ B2: Dairy Shed c l 930; Lot 10 Adams Road, Badgerys Creek;

■ B11: 'Evergreen' homestead - c l 900 small farm house; off Derwent
Road, Bringelly;

■ B12: 'Mount Pleasant' homestead - c l 900 small farm house; Shannon
Road, Bringelly;

■ B 13: Two elevated water tanks - two c l 950 RAAF steel elevated water
tanks; Badgerys Creek Road, Bringelly; and

■ B22: Bridge over Badgerys Creek- steel truss bridge; Pitt Street,
Badgerys Creek.

6 .1 .4  S u m m a r y  o f  H e r it a g e  Im p a c t s

Construction impacts associated with Badgerys Creek Option A would result 
in the loss of 13 of the 24 heritage items which were identified from this study 
within the Badgerys Creek study area. O f these, five are items of regional 
significance and the remaining eight items are of local significance. One 
further item, The Northern Road, would be destroyed with the master plan 
area, but remain intact beyond the airport boundaries.

Seven of the 13 items that would be demolished or destroyed are listed as 
heritage items in Liverpool Local Environmental Plan, 1997. These are the 
Site of Lawsons Inn (B4); the Vicary's Vineyard Homestead (B7), W inery (B8), 
Woolshed (B9) and Shearers Quarters (B10); Badgerys O eek Public School 
(B23) and St Johns Anglican Church Site and Cemetery (B18). There are no 
other heritage listings applying to items that would be destroyed for this 
airport option.

The demolition/destruction of these individual heritage items would, in most 
cases, result in the total loss of their historic, aesthetic, social and technical/ 
research values. The loss of these items would also impact on the heritage 
significance of the Badgerys Creek study area as a whole, as identified in
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Section 5.4. These impacts mainly relate to the loss of evidence of aspects of 
the area's history and, hence, heritage significance, in particular:

■ evidence of the expansion of the colony from its early centres into the 
rural hinterland, prior to the crossing of the Blue Mountains (Site of 
Lawsons Inn and a portion of The Northern Road);

■ evidence of the form and materials of the homesteads and outbuildings 
associated with small farming properties in the late 19th century and 
the development of small townships that service these communities 
(Vicary's Vineyard Homestead, Woolshed and Shearers Quarters; the 
original Badgerys Creek Public School building; St Johns Anglican 
Church site and Cemetery; Badgerys Creek Uniting (Methodist) Church 
site and Cemetery; and the Farm Cottage and Outbuildings in Gardiner 
Road, Badgerys Creek); and

■ evidence of the gradual decline in the agricultural viability of the 
Cumberland Plain and the rise and fall of the grape and wine industry 
(Vicary's W inery and Anchau's Vineyard).

W ith the exception of the latter aspect, other evidence of these aspects of 
significance would remain through the retention of heritage items not affected 
by Option A.

In addition to the above construction impacts, the ambience and historic 
setting of the retained heritage items and the study area as a whole, would be 
affected to some degree by visual, noise and/or vibration impacts associated 
with the operation of an airport nearby. However, the magnitude of these 
potential impacts cannot be accurately assessed for this study. Table 6.1 
provides a summary of the non-Aboriginal cultural heritage impacts of 
Option A.
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Table 6.1 Summary of Heritage Impacts - Badgerys Creek Airport O ption A

Heritage Items in 
Badgerys Creek 

Study Area 
Option A

Construction Impacts Operational Impacts
Conceptual

Plan

Heritage
Item

No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/ 
Fill)

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation

Surface
Cut

Borrow
Areas

Comments
Status after 

Construction
Views/
Vistas

Scale
Ambience

Setting

Luddenham 
Public School

B1 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Outside 
Master Plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

N/A

Dairy Shed B2 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Outside 
Master Plan 

Area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

N/A

Luddenham 
Uniting 
Church 
Cemetery and 
Progress Hall

B3 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Outside 
Master Plan 

Area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

N/A

Lawsons Inn 
Site

B4 Destroyed Potentially 
destroyed by 

perimeter 
road

No impact No impact No impact N/A Potential for 
retention

Destroyed N/A N/A N/A N/A

Luddenham 
Anglican 
Church and 
Cemetery

B5 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Outside 
Master Plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

N/A
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Table 6.1 Continued

Heritage Items in 
Badgerys Creek 

Study Area 
Option A

Construction Impacts Operational Impacts Conceptual
Plan

Heritage
Item

No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/ 
Fill)

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation

Surface
Cut

Borrow
Areas

Comments
Status after 

Construction
Views/
Vistas

Scale Ambience
Setting

Anchau 
Vineyard Site

B6 Destroyed No impact No impact Potentially 
affected by 

drainage

No impact N/A “ Destroyed N/A N/A N/A N/A

Vicarys 
Winery - 
Original 
Homestead

B7 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Demolished N/A N/A N/A N/A

Vicarys
Winery
Building

88 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A “ Demolished N/A N/A N/A N/A

Vicarys
Winery
Woolshed

B9 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A ■ Demolished N/A N/A N/A N/A

Vicarys
Winery
Shearers
Quarters

B10 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Demolished N/A N/A N/A N/A

Evergreen
Homestead

B11 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Outside 
Master Plan 

Area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 

impact

N/A

'Mount
Pleasant'
Homestead

B12 No impact No impact Not
known but 

unlikely

No impact No impact N/A Outside 
Master Plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 

impact

N/A
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Ta b l e  6.1 C o n t in u e d

Heritage Items in 
Badgerys Creek 

Study Area 
Option A

Construction Impacts Operational Impacts
Conceptual

Plan

Heritage
Item

No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/ 
Fill)

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation

Surface
Cut

Borrow
Areas

Comments
Status after 

Construction
Views/
Vistas

Scale
Ambience

Setting

Two Elevated 
Water Tanks

B13 No impact No impact Not
known but 

unlikely

No impact No impact N/A Outside 
Master Plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential
vibration

impact

N/A

OTC
Bringelly
Radio
Receiving
Station

B14 No impact No impact Not
known by 
unlikely

No impact No impact N/A Outside 
Master Plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential
vibration

impact

N/A

Kelvin Park 
Homestead

B15 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Outside 
Master Plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 

impact

N/A

Braeburn
Homestead

B16 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Demolished No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 

impact

N/A

Former
Badgerys
Creek
Butchery

B 17 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Demolished N/A N/A N/A N/A

St Johns 
Anglican 
Church and 
Cemetery Site

B18 Destroyed No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Destroyed N/A N/A N/A N/A
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Table 6.1 Continued

Heritage Items in 
Badgerys Creek 

Study Area 
Option A

Construction Impacts Operational Impacts
Conceptual

Plan

Heritage
Item

No.

Master Plan 

Site Works 
(Clearing/ 
Excavation/ 

Fill)

Construction/ 

Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation

Surface
Cut

Borrow
Areas

Comments
Status after 

Construction
Views/

Vistas
Scale

Ambience
Setting

Badgerys 
Creek 
Methodist 
Church Site 
and Cemetery

B19 Destroyed No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Destroyed N/A N/A N/A N/A

Farm Cottage B20 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A - Demolished N/A N/A N/A N/A

Group of 
Farm
Outbuildings

B21 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A " Demolished N/A N/A N/A N/A

Bridge over
Badgerys
Creek

B22 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Outside 
fenced area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 

impact

N/A

Original 
Badgerys 
Creek Public 
School 
Buildings

B23 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Demolished N/A N/A N/A N/A

The Northern 
Road

B24 Partly
destroyed

No impact No impact Potential
impact

No impact N/A Alignment 
deviated 
around 

master plan 
area

Partly
destroyed

No
impact

No
impact

N/A N/A
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6.2.1  C o n s t r u c t io n  Im p a c t s

Construction of Badgerys Creek Option B would result in a range of impacts 
on heritage items identified from this study within the Badgerys Creek study 
area.

The necessary site works within the master plan area, in particular, the 
requirements for clearing and excavation, would result in the demolition of all 
above ground structures and the destruction of all archaeological sites and 
below ground features within the master plan area. Fifteen of the 24 items 
within the Badgerys Creek study area would be demolished or destroyed as a 
result of clearing or excavation within the master plan area. One further item, 
The Northern Road (Item B24) would be partly destroyed (and is proposed to 
be rebuilt) within the master plan area, but would remain intact outside of the 
proposed airport site boundary. The remaining eight items, all outside the 
master plan would not be affected by this option. Additionally, there is some 
potential for the Lawsons Inn site (Item B4) to be retained.

The proposed perimeter road adjacent to the proposed security fence would 
potentially destroy the Lawsons Inn site (Item B4), although this would most 
likely be destroyed by clearing/excavation within the master plan area. Three 
other items, the St Johns Anglican Church Site and Cemetery (Item B18), the 
Farm Cottage (Item B20) and the group of Farm Outbuildings (Item B21) would 
also potentially be affected by construction/access roads.

Only one heritage item, Mt Pleasant Homestead (Item B12) would potentially 
be affected by the proposed rail corridor. However, this item would already 
be destroyed by clearing/excavation within the master plan area.

One item, The Northern Road, is assessed as being potentially affected by 
services. None of the retained items would be affected by services.

There are no heritage items affected by the proposed Obstacle Limitation 
Surface cut areas.

6 .2 .2  O p e r a t io n a l  Im p a c t s

The majority of the retained non-Aboriginal cultural heritage items, that is, 
items not demolished or destroyed during construction, would be relatively 
unaffected by the airport's operation. The boundary of and structures within 
the airport master plan area are at a sufficient distance from the retained 
heritage items to avoid any significant impact on existing views and vistas, that 
is, the heritage items would not be read against the airport structures. 
Similarly, there would be no scale impact caused by the new airport structures

6.2 O ption B
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on retained heritage items, as they would be visibly separated from one 
another and would therefore not be read together.

The greatest impact that would be caused by the airport's operation would be 
the likely impact on the ambience and setting of retained heritage items. The 
historic rural setting of all of the retained heritage items, other than the 
exception of the elevated water tanks (Item B13) and radio receiving station 
(Item B14) (which do not have an historic setting) are likely to be affected to 
some degree by aircraft noise. In addition, some retained items may be 
affected by vibration impacts.

6 .2 .3  Im p a c t s  o n  H e r it a g e  It e m s

As described Badgerys Creek Airport Option B would result in a range of 
impacts on the non-Aboriginal cultural heritage items identified from this study 
in the Badgerys Creek study area. Items affected by Option B are shown on 
Figure 6.2. The impact on each heritage item following construction of 
Option B is assessed as follows:

Heritage Items Demolished or Destroyed

Items of Regional Significance

■ B4: Site of Lawsons Inn - c1910 archaeological site; The Northern
Road, Luddenham;

■ B 7: Vicary's Vineyard Homestead- c l 880s Original homestead; The
Northern Road, Luddenham;

■ B8: Vicary's Winery - c1910 W inery Building ; The Northern Road,
Luddenham;

■ BIO: Vicary's Vineyard - cl880s Shearers Quarters; The Northern
Road, Luddenham; and

■ B23: Original Badgerys Creek Public School Building- c1895 Public
School building; Badgerys Oeek Road, Badgerys Creek.

Items of Local Significance

■ B6: Anchau vineyard site - c1910 Archaeological Site; The Northern
Road, Luddenham;

■ B9: Vicary's Vineyard - cl880s woolshed; The Northern Road,
Luddenham;
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■ BIT:  'Evergreen' homestead - c l 900 small farm house; off Derwent
Road, Bringelly;

■ B12: 'MountPleasant'homestead-cl900 small farm house; Shannon
Road, Bringelly;

■ B16: 'Braeburn' homestead - turn of the century homestead; private
road off Longleys Road, Badgerys Creek;

■ B17: Former Badgerys Creek butchery - c1880s building; Badgerys
Creek Road, Badgerys Creek;

■ B18: St Johns Anglican Church Site and Cemetery - approximately 30
graves; Pitt Street, Badgerys Creek;

■ B19: Badgerys Creek Uniting (Methodist) Church Cemetery - two
graves; Pitt Street, Badgerys Creek;

■ B20: Farm Cottage - c. 1900 weatherboard cottage; Gardiner Road,
Badgerys Creek; and

■ B21: Group of Farm Outbuildings - cl930s timber slab buildings;
Gardiner Road, Badgerys Creek.

H eritage Item s Partly  D em o lished  or D estroyed  

Items of Regional Significance

■ B24: The Northern Road (between Luddenham and Bringelly) -
cl820s road alignment, connecting Windsor and Camden.

H eritage  Item s Reta ined  - (w ith  Po ten tia l N o ise  and/or V ibration  
Im pacts

Items of State Significance

■ B 15: Kelvin Park Homestead - c l 820 Estate homestead and associated
buildings; off Kelvin Park Drive, Bringelly.

Items of Regional Significance

■ B3: Luddenham Uniting Church, Cemetery and Progress Hall; The
Northern Road, Luddenham;

■ B5: Luddenham Anglican Church and Cemetery (St James); The
Northern Road, Luddenham; and
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■ B14: Overseas Telecommunications Commission Bringelly Remote
Receiving Station - c l 955 overseas radio receiving station; 
Badgerys Creek Road, Bringelly.

Items of Local Significance

■ B1: Luddenham Public School; The Northern Road, Luddenham;

■ B2: Dairy Shed c1930; Lot 10 Adams Road, Badgerys Creek;

■ B 13: Two elevated water tanks - two c l 950 RAAF steel elevated water
tanks; Badgerys Creek Road, Bringelly; and

■ B22: Bridge over Badgerys Creek- steel truss bridge; Pitt Street,
Badgerys Creek.

6 .2 .4  S u m m a r y  o f  H e r it a g e  Im p a c t s

Construction impacts associated with Option B would result in the loss of 15 
of the 24 non-Aboriginal cultural heritage items which were identified from 
this study within the Badgerys Creek study area. O f these, five are items of 
regional significance and the remaining ten items are of local significance. 
One further item, The Northern Road, would be destroyed within the master 
plan area, but remain intact beyond the airport boundary.

Eight of the 15 items that would be demolished or destroyed are listed as 
heritage items in Liverpool Local Environmental Plan, 1997. These are the Site 
of Lawsons Inn (B4); the Vicary's Vineyard Homestead (B7), W inery (B8), 
Woolshed (B9) and shearers Quarters (B10); Badgerys Creek Public School 
(B23); Mount Pleasant homestead (B12); and St Johns Anglican Church and 
Cemetery (B18). There are no other heritage listings applying to items that 
would be destroyed for this airport option.

The demolition/destruction of these individual heritage items would, in most 
cases, result in the total loss of their historic, aesthetic, social and technical/ 
research values. The loss of these items would also impact on the heritage 
significance of the Badgerys Creek study area as a whole, as identified in 
Section 5.4. These impacts mainly relate to the loss of evidence of aspects of 
the area's history and, hence, heritage significance, in particular:

■ evidence of the expansion of the colony from its early centres into the 
rural hinterland, prior to the crossing of the Blue Mountains (Site of 
Lawsons Inn and a portion of The Northern Road);

■ evidence of the form and materials of the homesteads and outbuildings 
associated with small farming properties in the late 19th century and
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the development of small townships that service these communities 
('Evergreen' Homestead, 'Mount Pleasant' Homestead, Vicary's 
Vineyard Homestead, Woolshed and Shearers Quarters; the original 
Badgerys Creek Public School building; St Johns Anglican Church site 
and Cemetery; Badgerys Creek Uniting (Methodist) Church site and 
Cemetery; and the Farm Cottage and Outbuildings in Gardiner Road, 
Badgerys Creek); and

■ evidence of the gradual decline in the agricultural viability of the 
Cumberland Plain and the rise and fall of the grape and wine industry 
(Vicary's Winery; and Anchau's Vineyard).

Virtually all evidence of these three aspects of the heritage significance of the 
Badgerys Creek study area would be lost as a result of constructing Option B. 
No other items would remain which are able to demonstrate the aspects of 
significance currently evidenced by the above mentioned heritage items.

In addition to the above construction impacts, the ambience and historic 
setting of the retained heritage items and the study area as a whole would be 
affected to some degree by visual, noise and/or vibration impacts associated 
with the operation of an airport nearby. However, the magnitude of these 
potential impacts cannot be accurately assessed for this study. Table 6.2 
provides a summary of non-Aboriginal cultural heritage impacts for Option B.
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Ta b l e  6.2 S u m m a r y  o f  H e r it a g e  Im p a c t s  - B a d g e r y s  C r eek  A ir p o r t  O p t io n  B

Heritage Items in 
Badgerys Creek 

Study Area
Construction Impacts Operational Impacts Conceptual

Plan

Heritage
Item

No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 
Excavation/ 

Fill)

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation
Surface

Cut

Borrow
Areas Comments

Status after 
Construction

Views/
Vistas

Scale Ambience
Setting

Luddenham 
Public School

B1 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Outside 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per master 
plan with 
potential 

visual impacts
Dairy Shed B2 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Outside 

master plan 
area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per master 
plan with 
potential 

visual impacts

Luddenham 
Uniting 
Church 
Cemetery and 
Progress Hall

B3 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Outside 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per master 
plan with 
potential 

visual impacts

Lawsons Inn 
Site

B4 Destroyed Potentially 
destroyed by 

perimeter 
road

No impact No impact No impact N/A Potential for 
retention

Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan but 

potential for 
retention lost

Luddenham 
Anglican 
Church and 
Cemetery

B5 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Outside 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

Potential 
physical or 

visual impacts

Anchau 
Vineyard Site

B6 Destroyed No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A - Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan
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Ta b l e  6.2 C o n t in u e d

Heritage Items in 
Badgerys Creek 

Study Area
Construction Impacts Operational Impacts Conceptual

Plan

Heritage
Item No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/ 
Fill)

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation

Surface
Cut

Borrow
Areas Comments Status after 

Construction
Views/
Vistas Scale Ambience

Setting

Vicarys 
Winery - 
Original 
Homestead

B7 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Demolished N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Vicarys
Winery
Building

B8 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A • Demolished N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Vicarys
Winery
Woolshed

B9 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A “ Demolished N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Vicarys
Winery
Shearers
Quarters

BIO Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Demolished N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Evergreen
Homestead

B11 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Potential for 
retention

Demolished N/A N/A N/A As pier master 
plan

'Mount
Pleasant'
Homestead

B12 Demolished No impact Potential
impact

No impact No impact N/A Demolished N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan but with 

potential 
visual impacts

Two Elevated 
Water Tanks

B 13 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Outside 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential
vibration
impacts

Potential 
physical or 

visual impacts

OTC
Bringelly
Radio
Receiving
Station

B14 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Outside 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential
vibration
impacts

Item
demolished
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Ta b l e  6.2 c o n t in u e d

Heritage Items in 
Badgerys Creek 

Study Area
Construction Impacts Operational Impacts Conceptual

Plan

Heritage
Item

No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 
Excavation/ 

Fill)

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation
Surface

Cut

Borrow
Areas Comments Status after 

Construction
Views/ 
Vistas

Scale Ambience
Setting

Kelvin Park 
Homestead

B15 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Outside 
Master Plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per master 
plan

Braeburn
Homestead

B16 Demolished No impact No impact Potential
impact

No impact N/A Outside 
Master Plan 

area

Demolished N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Former
Badgerys
Creek
Butchery

B1 7 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Potential for 
retention

Demolished N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

St Johns 
Anglican 
Church and 
Cemetery Site

B18 Destroyed Potential
impact

No impact No impact No impact N/A Potential for 
retention

Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Badgerys 
Creek 
Methodist 
Church Site 
and Cemetery

B19 Destroyed No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Potential for 
retention

Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Farm Cottage B20 Demolished Potential
Impact

No impact No impact No impact N/A Potential for 
retention

Demolished N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Group of 
Farm
Outbuildings

B21 Demolished Potential
impact

No impact No impact No impact N/A Potential for 
retention

Demolished N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Department of Transport and Regional Development Page 6-17



Second  Sydney A irport

Table 6.2 Continued

Heritage Items in 
Badgerys Creek 

Study Area
Construction Impacts Operational Impacts Conceptual

Plan

Heritage
Item No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/ 
FilD

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation
Surface

Cut

Borrow
Areas Comments Status after 

Construction
Views/
Vistas Scale Ambience

Setting

Bridge over
Badgerys
Creek

B22 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Outside 
fenced area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per master 
plan

Original 
Badgerys 
Creek Public 
School 
Buildings

B23 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Potential for 
retention

Demolished N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

The Northern 
Road

B24 Partly
destroyed

No impact No impact Potential
impact

No impact N/A Alignment 
deviated 
around 

master plan 
area

Partly
destroyed

No
impact

No
impact

No impact As per master 
plan
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6 .2 .5  P r o p o s e d  C o n c e p t u a l  P l a n

While it is not possible to determine the impacts of the conceptual plan with 
the same degree of accuracy as the master plan, it is nevertheless possible to 
make an informed assessment of the likely impacts of expanding the airport 
proposal to what is referred to as the conceptual plan.

The majority of impacts would be similar to those for the proposed master 
plan. At least one additional heritage item, the radio receiving station (Item 
B14), would be demolished as a result of expanding the airport further as 
proposed in the conceptual plan. Two further items, Luddenham Anglican 
Church and Cemetery (Item B5) and the elevated water tanks (Item B13), 
would potentially suffer physical or visual impacts as a result of the proposal. 
There would also be potentially greater visual impacts on three items 
Luddenham Public School (Item B1); the Dairy Shed (Item B2); and 
Luddenham Uniting Church, Cemetery and Progress Hall (Item B3).

6.3 O ption C

6.3.1  C o n s t r u c t io n  Im p a c t s

Construction of Badgerys Creek Option C would result in a range of impacts 
on heritage items identified from this study within the Badgerys Creek study 
area.

The necessary site works within the master plan area, in particular the 
requirements for clearing and excavation, would result in the demolition of all 
standing structures and the destruction of all archaeological sites and below 
ground features within the master plan area. Seventeen of the 24 non- 
Aboriginal cultural heritage items within the Badgerys Creek study area would 
be demolished or destroyed as a result of clearing or excavation within the 
master plan area. One further item, The Northern Road (Item B24), would be 
partly destroyed (and is proposed to be rebuilt) within the master plan area, but 
would remain intact outside of the proposed airport site boundary. The 
remaining six items, all outside the master plan area, would be retained. 
However, there is some potential for the Lawsons Inn site (Item B4) and the 
'Evergreen' homestead (Item B11) to be retained.

The proposed perimeter road adjacent to the proposed security fence would 
potentially destroy the site of the former Lawson's Inn (Item B4), although this 
would most likely be destroyed by clearing/excavation within the master plan 
area. Only one other item, the St Johns Anglican Church site and Cemetery 
(Item B18), would be affected by construction/access roads.
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The proposed rail corridor would not impact on any of the identified heritage 
items within the study area.

Three heritage items, the Anchau Vineyard site (Item B6), the former Badgerys 
Creek butchery (Item B17) and the St Johns Anglican Church site and 
Cemetery (Item B18) are potentially affected by services. However, these 
items would already be destroyed by clearing/excavation within the master 
plan area.

One item, the elevated water tanks (Item B13) would be affected by the 
proposed Obstacle Limitation Surface cut areas, however this item is already 
assessed as destroyed.

6 .3 .2  O p e r a t io n a l  Im p a c t s

The majority of the retained non-Aboriginal cultural heritage items, that is, 
items not demolished or destroyed due to construction impacts, would be 
relatively unaffected by the airport's operation. The boundary and structures 
within the airport master plan area are at a sufficient distance from the retained 
heritage items to avoid any significant impact on existing views and vistas, that 
is, the heritage items would not be read against the airport structures.

The one exception is the potential impact from the proposed security fence in 
the vicinity of Kelvin Park (Item B15) which is located to the east of the master 
plan area. The proposed security fence would potentially affect the visual 
setting of this historic property.

There would be no scale impact caused by the proposed airport structures on 
retained heritage items, as they would be visually separated from one another 
and would, therefore, not be read together.

The greatest operational impact that would be caused by the airport would be 
the likely impact on the ambience and setting of retained heritage items. The 
historic rural setting of all of the retained heritage items would be likely to be 
affected, to some degree, by aircraft noise. Additionally, some retained items 
may be affected by vibration impacts.

6 .3 .3  Im p a c t s  o n  H e r it a g e  It e m s

As described, Badgerys Creek Option C would result in a range of impacts on 
the non-Aboriginal cultural heritage items identified from this study in the 
Badgerys Creek study area. Figure 6.3 shows the heritage items affected by 
Option C. The impact on each heritage item following construction of Option 
C is assessed as follows:
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Impacts of Badgerys Creek O ptions - Chapter 6

Heritage Items Demolished or Destroyed 

Items of Regional Significance

■ B4: Site of Lawsons Inn - c l 910 archaeological site; The Northern
Road, Luddenham;

■ B 7: Vicary's Vineyard Homestead- c l 880s Original homestead; The
Northern Road, Luddenham;

■ B8: Vicary's W inery - c l 910 W inery Building; The Northern Road,
Luddenham;

■ BIO: Vicary's Vineyard - cl880s Shearers Quarters; The Northern
Road, Luddenham;

■ B14: Overseas Telecommunications Commission Bringelly Remote
Receiving Station - c l 955 overseas radio receiving station; 
Badgerys Oeek Road, Bringelly; and

■ B23: Original Badgerys Creek Public School Building- c1895 Public
School building; Badgerys Creek Road, Badgerys Creek.

Items of Local Significance

■ B6: Anchau vineyard site-c1910 Archaeological Site; The Northern
Road, Luddenham;

■ B9: Vicary's Vineyard - cl880s woolshed; The Northern Road,
Luddenham;

■ B11: 'Evergreen' homestead - c l 900 small farm house; off Derwent
Road, Bringelly;

■ B12: 'Mount Pleasant' homestead-cl 900 small farm house; Shannon
Road, Bringelly;

■ B13: Two c1950 RAAF steel elevated water tanks; Badgerys Creek
Road, Bringelly;

■ B16: 'Braeburn'homestead - turn of the century homestead; private
road off Longleys Road, Badgerys Creek;

■ B17: Former Badgerys Creek butchery - cl880s building; Badgerys
Creek Road, Badgerys Creek;
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■ B18: St Johns Anglican Church Site and Cemetery - approximately 30
graves; Pitt Street, Badgerys Creek;

■ B19: Badgerys Creek Uniting (Methodist) Church Cemetery - two
graves; Pitt Street, Badgerys Creek;

■ B20: Farm Cottage - c.1900 weatherboard cottage; Gardiner Road,
Badgerys Creek; and

■ B21: Group of Farm Outbuildings - c1930s timber slab buildings;
Gardiner Road, Badgerys Creek.

Heritage Items Partly Demolished or Destroyed

Items of Regional Significance

■ B24: The Northern Road (between Luddenham and Bringelly) -
c1820s road alignment, connecting Windsor and Camden.

Heritage Items Retained - (with Potential Noise and/or Vibration 
Impacts)

Items of State Significance

■ B15: Kelvin Park Homestead-cl820Estate homestead and associated
buildings; off Kelvin Park Drive, Bringelly.

Items of Regional Significance

■ B3: Luddenham Uniting Church, Cemetery and Progress Hall; The
Northern Road, Luddenham; and

■ B5: Luddenham Anglican Church and Cemetery (St James); The
Northern Road, Luddenham.

Items of Local Significance

■ B 1: Luddenham Public School; The Northern Road, Luddenham;

■ B2: Dairy Shed c l 930; Lot 10 Adams Road, Badgerys Creek; and

■ B22: Bridge over Badgerys Creek- steel truss bridge; Pitt Street,
Badgerys Creek.
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6 .3 .4  S u m m a r y  o f  H e r it a g e  Im p a c t s

Construction impacts associated with Option C would result in the loss of 17 
of the 24 heritage items which were identified from this study within the 
Badgerys Creek study area. Of these, six are items of regional significance and 
the remaining 11 items are of local significance. One further item, The 
Northern Road, would be destroyed within the master plan area, but remain 
intact beyond the proposed airport boundary.

Ten of the 17 items that would be demolished or destroyed are listed as 
heritage items in Liverpool Local Environmental Plan, 1997. These are the Site 
of Lawsons Inn (B4); the Vicary's Vineyard Homestead (B7), W inery (B8), 
Woolshed (B9) and Shearers Quarters (B10); Mount Pleasant homestead (B12); 
the elevated water tanks (B13); the Overseas Telecommunication Commission 
Receiving Station (B14); Badgerys Creek Public School (B23) and St Johns 
Anglican Church Site and Cemetery (B18). There are no other heritage listings 
applying to items that would be destroyed for this airport option.

The demolition/destruction of these individual heritage items would, in most 
cases, result in the total loss of their historic, aesthetic, social and technical/ 
research values. The loss of these items would also impact on the heritage 
significance of the Badgerys Creek study area as a whole, as identified in 
Section 5.4. These impacts mainly relate to the loss of evidence of aspects of 
the areas history and, hence, heritage significance, in particular:

■ evidence of the expansion of the colony from its early centres into the 
rural hinterland, prior to the crossing of the Blue Mountains (site of 
Lawsons Inn; and a portion of The Northern Road);

■ evidence of the form and materials of the homesteads and outbuildings 
associated with small farming properties in the late 19th century and 
the development of small townships that service these communities 
(Vicary's Vineyard Homestead, Woolshed and Shearers Quarters; the 
original Badgerys Creek Public School building; St Johns Anglican 
Church site and Cemetery; Badgerys Creek Uniting (Methodist) Church 
site and Cemetery; and the Farm Cottage and Outbuildings in Gardiner 
Road, Badgerys Creek); and

■ evidence of the gradual decline of the agricultural viability of the 
Cumberland Plain, the rise and fall of the wine and grape industry and 
the development of alternative uses for former pastoral land associated 
with 20th century technology (Vicary's Winery; Anchau's Vineyard; the 
Overseas Telecommunications Commission site; and the two elevated 
water tanks).
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Virtually all evidence of these three aspects of the heritage significance of the 
Badgerys Creek study area would be lost as a result of constructing Option C. 
No other items would remain which are able to demonstrate the aspects of 
significance currently evidenced by the above mentioned heritage items.

In addition to the above construction impacts, the ambience and historic 
setting of the retained heritage items and the study area as a whole, would be 
affected to some degree by visual, noise and/or vibration impacts associated 
with the operation of an airport nearby. However, the magnitude of these 
potential impacts cannot be accurately assessed for this study. Table 6.3 
provides a summary of non-Aboriginal cultural heritage impacts of Option C.

6 .3 .5  Proposed Conceptual Plan

While it is not possible to determine the impacts of the conceptual plan with 
the same degree of accuracy as the master plan, it is nevertheless possible to 
make an informed assessment of the likely impacts of expanding the airport 
proposal to what is referred to as the conceptual plan.

The majority of impacts would be similar to those for the master plan. Two 
additional heritage items, the Dairy Shed (Item B2) and the bridge over 
Badgerys Creek (Item B22) would be demolished as a result of expanding the 
airport further as proposed in the conceptual plan. The curtilage of Kelvin Park 
(Item B15) would potentially be altered as a result of the proposal and the 
potential for the retention of 'Evergreen' homestead (Item B11) would be 
removed. There would also be potentially greater visual impacts on four 
items, Luddenham Public School (Item BD; Luddenham Uniting Church, 
Cemetery and Progress Hall (Item B3); Luddenham Anglican Church and 
Cemetery (Item B5); and Kelvin Park (Item B15).
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Table 6.3 Summary  of H eritage Impacts - Badgerys Creek A irport O ption C

Heritage Items in 
Badgerys Creek 

Study Area
Construction Impacts Operational Impacts Conceptual

Plan

Heritage
Item

No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/ 
Fill)

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation

Surface
Cut

Borrow
Areas

Comments Status after 
Construction

Views/
Vistas

Scale Ambience
Setting

Luddenham 
Public School

B1 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per master 
plan;

additional 
potential 

visual impacts
Dairy Shed B2 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Beyond 

master plan 
area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

Heritage item 
demolished

Luddenham 
Uniting 
Church 
Cemetery and 
Progress Hall

B3 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per master 
plan;

additional 
potential 

visual impacts
Lawsons Inn 
Site

B4 Destroyed Potentially 
destroyed by 

perimeter 
road

No impact No impact No impact N/A Potential for 
retention

Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Luddenham 
Anglican 
Church and 
Cemetery

B5 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per master 
plan;

additional 
potential 

visual impacts
Anchau 
Vineyard Site

B6 Destroyed No impact No impact Potential
impact

No impact N/A Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan
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Table 6.3 Continued

Heritage Items in 
Badgerys Creek 

Study Area
Construction Impacts Operational Impacts

Conceptual
Plan

Heritage
Item

No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/ 
Fill)

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation
Surface

Cut

Borrow
Areas

Comments
Status after 

Construction
Views/
Vistas

Scale
Ambience

Setting

Vicarys 
Winery - 
Original 
Homestead

B 7 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Vicarys
Winery
Building

B8 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Vicarys
Winery
Woolshed

B9 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Vicarys
Winery
Shearers
Quarters

B10 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Evergreen
Homestead

B11 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Potential for 
retention

Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan but 
removes 

potential for 
retention

'Mount
Pleasant'
Homestead

B12 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Two Elevated 
Water Tanks

B13 Demolished No impact No impact No impact Potential
impact

N/A - Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan
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Table 6.3 Co ntinued

Heritage Items in 
Badgerys Creek 

Study Area
Construction Impacts Operational Impacts Conceptual

Plan

Heritage
Item No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/ 
Fill)

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation

Surface
Cut

Borrow
Areas Comments

Status after 
Construction

Views/
Vistas

Scale
Ambience

Setting

OTC
Bringelly
Radio
Receiving
Station

B14 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Kelvin Park 
Homestead

B15 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained Potential
Impact
from

security
fence

N/A Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

Curtilage of 
heritage item 

potentially 
altered and 

potential 
visual impacts

Braeburn
Homestead

B16 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Beyond 
master plan 

area

Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Former
Badgerys
Creek
Butchery

B17 Demolished No impact No impact Potential
impact

No impact N/A Beyond 
master plan 

area

Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

St Johns 
Anglican 
Church and 
Cemetery Site

B18 Destroyed Potential
impact

No impact Potential
impact

No impact N/A Beyond 
master plan 

area

Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan
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Table 6.3 Co ntinued

Heritage Items in 
Badgerys Creek 

Study Area
Construction Impacts Operational Impacts

Conceptual
Plan

Heritage
Item

No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/ 
Fill)

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation
Surface

Cut

Borrow
Areas

Comments
Status after 

Construction
Views/
Vistas

Scale
Ambience

Setting

Badgerys 
Creek 
Methodist 
Church Site 
and Cemetery

B19 Destroyed No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Beyond 
master plan 

area

Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Farm Cottage B20 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Beyond 
master plan 

area

Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Group of 
Farm
Outbuildings

B21 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Beyond 
master plan 

area

Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

Bridge over
Badgerys
Creek

B22 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Beyond 
fenced area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

Heritage item 
destroyed

Original 
Badgerys 
Creek Public 
School 
Buildings

B23 Demolished No impact No impact No impact No impact N/A Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per master 
plan

The Northern 
Road

B24 Partly
destroyed

No impact No impact Potential
impact

No impact N/A Destroyed 
within 

master plan 
area

Partly
destroyed

Visual
impact

No
impact

No impact As per master 
plan
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Chapter 7 Impacts of Holsworthy O ptions

7.1 O ptio n  A

7.1.1 C o n s t r u c t io n  Im p a c t s

Construction of Option A would result in a range of impacts on heritage items 
identified by this study within the Holsworthy study area.

The necessary site works within the master plan area, in particular, the 
requirements for clearing and excavation, would result in the demolition of all 
above ground structures and the destruction of all archaeological sites and 
below ground features within the master plan area. Seven of the 20 non- 
Aboriginal cultural heritage items within the Holsworthy study area would be 
demolished or destroyed as a result of clearing or excavation within the master 
plan area. Three further items, Grodno Settlement Dry Stone W all and 
Irrigation Channels (Item H5), Old lllawarra Road (Item H I9) and New 
lllawarra Road (formerly Eckersley Road) (Item H20) would be partly destroyed 
within the master plan area but would remain intact beyond the boundary of 
the proposed airport site. The remaining 10 items, all outside the airport site 
boundary area, would be retained.

Impacts of the proposed access corridors depend on the access alternative 
adopted. Proposed access roads to the east and west would potentially affect 
New lllawarra Road (Item H20), the Dry Stone W all and Irrigation Channels 
at the Grodno Settlement (Item H5), Grodno Settlement W inery Cellar and 
W ell (Item H6) and remains of the Himmelhoch property (Item H7) although 
these would already be destroyed or partly destroyed by clearing/excavation 
within the master plan area.

Two heritage items, Adams House and W ell (Items H4) and a portion of the 
New lllawarra Road (Item H20) are potentially affected by construction of the 
proposed rail corridor. However, both items would already be destroyed by 
clearing/excavation within the master plan area.

None of the retained or partially retained heritage items would be affected by 
proposed services.

Three items, Eckersley Post Office site (Item H I 3), Eckersley House/Cellar 
Rock Shelter (Item H14) and the vineyard remains on Lebinski's property (Item 
H I5), would potentially be affected by proposed Obstacle Limitation Surface 
cuts. However, these sites would already be destroyed by clearing/excavation 
within the master plan area. This also applies to sections of two roads, Old
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lllawarra Road (Item H19) and New lllawarra Road (Item H20) which pass 
through the same Obstacle Limitation Surface cut area.

There are no heritage items affected by the proposed borrow areas.

7.1 .2  O perational Impacts

The majority of the retained non-Aboriginal cultural heritage items, that is, 
items not demolished or destroyed due to construction impacts, would be 
relatively unaffected by the airport's operation. The majority of retained items 
are at a sufficient distance from the proposed airport site boundary to avoid 
any significant impact on existing views and vistas, that is, these items would 
not be read against the airport structures. Similarly, there would be no scale 
impact caused by the proposed airport structures on retained heritage items, 
as they would be visually separated from one another and would therefore not 
be read together.

The greatest impact that would be caused by the airport's operation would be 
the likely impact on the ambience and setting of retained heritage items. The 
majority of the retained items would be affected to some degree by aircraft 
noise. Some retained items may also be affected by vibration impacts. 
Further, the retained sections of Old lllawarra Road (Item H I 9) and New 
lllawarra Road (Item H20) would suffer visual impacts as a result of the 
operation of the airport in close proximity.

7.1 .3  Im p a c t s  o n  H e r it a g e  It e m s

As described, Option A would result in a range of impacts on the non- 
Aboriginal cultural heritage items identified from this study in the Holsworthy 
study area. Figure 7.1 shows the heritage items affected by Option A. The 
impacts on each heritage item following construction of this airport option are 
assessed as follows:

Heritage Items Demolished or Destroyed

Items of Local Significance

■ H4: Adams House and well remains - Ruins of homestead, cl890s;

■ H6: Grodno Settlement site-c1889 settlement site, including W inery
Cellar, W ell and cisterns;

■ H7: Rubbish Dump and W ell, H^mmelhoch Property, Grodno
settlement;

■ H12: Nat Bull's House site - c l 884 house site and cistern;

Pace 7-2 PPK Environment & Infrastructure Pty Ltd



y West^ 
\  Hoxton

Leppfngton
Edmondson Pafk

I { /vA r

Denham

Varroville

Kearns

North €i
Blairmount

Engage

■
H15 Ĥ13
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■ H13:- Eckersley Post Office Site - c l 891 -1913 ruins;

■ H 14: Eckersley House Cellar/Rock Shelter site - c1900 homestead site,
including cellar and rock shelter; and

■ H15: Vineyard remains on Lebinski's property - c l 890.

Heritage Items Partly Demolished or Destroyed

Items of Regional Significance

■ H5: Grodno Settlement site - Dry Stone W all and Irrigation Channels
- c l 889 settlement site;

■ H19: Old lllawarra Road - connecting road from Sydney to southern
settlements cl830s; and

■ H20: New lllawarra Road (formerly Eckersley Road) - 1870s
connecting Road to Liverpool.

Heritage Items Retained

Items of Regional Significance

■ H1: Army Range Control Headquarters - brick administration
building;

■ H 11: Engineers Bridge - box girder and truss bridge over Punchbowl
Creek; and

■ H I8: Old Coach Road - early bridle track cl850s.

Items of Local Significance

■ H2: Harris Creek Farmhouse Ruins;

■ H3: Remains of Masonry W all - circa World War 1 wall;

■ H8: Remains of Kelso's Homestead - house site and associated ruins
c 1890s;

■ H9: Etchell's Hut and Dam remains - cl890s house site with ruined
hut;

■ H10: Remains of Concrete W ine Vats - ruined wine vats c1890s;
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■ H16: House Remains: Chimney and concrete slab - c1900 homestead
ruins; and

■ H17: Remains of Illegal Liquor Still - cl890s 'moonshine' still site.

7 .1 .4  S u m m a r y  o f  H e r it a g e  Im p a c t s

Construction impacts associated with Option A would result in the loss of 
seven of the 20 heritage items which were identified from this study within the 
Holsworthy study area. All of these items are of local significance. Three 
further items, Grodno Settlement Dry Stone W all and Irrigation Channels, Old 
lllawarra Road and New lllawarra Road, would be destroyed within the master 
plan area, but remain intact beyond the proposed airport boundary. All of 
these items are within the Holsworthy Landscape Conservation Area which is 
classified by the National Trust and are also within the Cubbitch Barta 
National Estate Area placed on the Interim List of the Register of the National 
Estate. There are no other heritage listings applying to any of these items.

The demolition/destruction of these individual heritage items would, in most 
cases, result in the total loss of their historic, aesthetic, social and technical/ 
research values. The loss of these items would also impact on the heritage 
significance of the Holsworthy study area as a whole, as identified in 
Section 5.7. These impacts mainly relate to the loss of evidence of aspects of 
the area's history and, hence, heritage significance, in particular:

■ evidence of the expansion of the colony and the early routes out of 
Sydney to the lllawarra and the Southern Tablelands (Old lllawarra 
Road and New lllawarra Road);

■ evidence of the early agricultural activities of the non-English 
immigrants in the latter part of the 19th century, their continuing close 
association and the differing farm and agricultural techniques practised 
by such groups (Adams House and W ell Remains; Grodno Settlement 
site-Winery Cellar and W ell; Rubbish Dump and W ell, Himmelhoch 
property, Grodno Settlement; Eckersley Post Office site; Eckersley 
House Cellar/Rock Shelter site; Vineyard remains on Lebinski's 
property);

■ evidence of the release of Crown Land into small land holdings in the 
late 19th century and the development, or not, of these properties for 
market gardens and orchards (Nat Bull's house site);

■ evidence of the general growth, the role of European immigrants and 
the unique role that this area played in the history of the Australian 
w ine industry (Grodno settlement site - W inery, Cellar and W ell;
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Rubbish Dump and W ell, Himmelhoch property, Grodno Settlement; 
and vineyard remains on Lebinski's property); and

■ evidence of the nature and the structures typical of subsistence farming 
in the late 19th century, the hardship and isolation of settlement in this 
area and the activities that individual settlers engaged in to survive 
(Adam's House and W ell remains; Eckersley Post Office site and 
Eckersley's Cellar and Rock Shelter site).

Despite the loss of the above-mentioned items, other evidence of all of these 
aspects of significance would remain through the retention of heritage items 
not affected by Option A.

The historic (evolution and association) values of the study area (criterion A.4 
under the Australian Heritage Commission Act 1975) recognised by the 
interim listing of the Cubbitch Barta National Estate Area on the Register of the 
National Estate would also be affected by Option A. W ithin the study area of 
this Draft EIS, the national estate interim listing recognises the significance of 
the Grodno settlement site; the transport routes of early settlers; and the use of 
the site for military training purposes during World War I and after World War 
II. Option A would destroy some of the physical evidence relating to these 
former uses, although other evidence would survive. Therefore, the 
development of Option A would cause a partial loss of national estate values.

In addition to the above construction impacts, the ambience and historic 
setting of the retained heritage items and the study area as a whole, would be 
affected to some degree by visual, noise and/or vibration impacts associated 
with the operation of an airport nearby.

Table 7.1 provides a summary of non-Aboriginal heritage impacts for 
Option A.

7.1 .5  P r o p o s e d  C o n c e p t u a l  P l a n

While it is not possible to determine the impacts of the conceptual plan with 
the same degree of accuracy as the master plan, it is nevertheless possible to 
make an informed assessment of the likely impacts of expanding the airport 
proposal to what is referred to as the conceptual plan.

Nearly all of the impacts would be identical to those in the master plan. 
However, one item, Old lllawarra Road (Item H19), would suffer additional 
physical and visual impacts as a result of expanding the airport as proposed in 
the conceptual plan. There would also be potential additional physical and 
visual impacts on New lllawarra Road (Item H20) as a result of the conceptual 
plan.
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Table 7.1 Summary  of H eritage Impacts - H olsworthy A irport O ption A

Heritage Items in 
Holsworthy Study 

Area
Construction Impacts Operational Impacts

Conceptual
Plan

Heritage
Item

No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/ 
Fill)

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation
Surface

Cut

Borrow
Areas

Comments Status after 
Construction

Views/
Vistas

Scale
Ambience

Setting

Army Range
Control
Headquarters

HI No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Harris Creek
Farmhouse
Ruins

H2 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Remains of 
Masonry Wall

H3 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Adam's 
House and 
Well Remains

H4 Demolished No impact Potential
impact

No impact No impact No
impact

Demolished N/A N/A N/A As per 
master plan

Grodno 
Settlement 
Dry Stone 
Wall and 
Irrigation 
Channels

H5 Partly
demolished

Potential
impact

No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Demolished 
in area of 

master plan

Partly
demolished

Visual
impacts

N/A Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan
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Table 7.1 Continued

Heritage Items in 
Holsworthy Study 

Area
Construction Impacts Operational Impacts

Conceptual
Plan

Heritage
Item

No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/ 
Fill)

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation
Surface

Cut

Borrow
Areas Comments

Status after 
Construction

Views/
Vistas

Scale
Ambience

Setting

Grodno 
Settlement 
Winery Cellar 
and Wall

H6 Demolished Potential
impact

No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Within area 
to be 

cleared

Demolished Visual
impacts

N/A Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Grodno 
Settlement - 
Rubbish 
Dump and 
Well,
Himmelhoch
Property

H7 Demolished Potential
impact

No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Within area 
to be 

cleared

Demolished Visual
impacts

N/A Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Remains of
Kelso's
Homestead

H8 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Etchell's Hut 
and Dam 
Remains

H9 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Frere's House 
and Winery 
Site

H10 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan
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Table 7.1 Co ntinued

Heritage Items in 
Holsworthy Study 

Area
Construction Impacts Operational Impacts

Conceptual
Plan

Heritage
Item

No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/ 
Fill)

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation
Surface

Cut

Borrow
Areas

Comments
Status after 

Construction
Views/
Vistas

Scale
Ambience

Setting

Engineers
Bridge

H11 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Nat
(Nathaniel) 
Bull's House 
Site

H12 Demolished No impact No impact Potential
impact

No impact No
impact

Demolished N/A N/A N/A As per 
master plan

Eckersley 
Post Office 
Site

H13 Demolished No impact No impact Potential
impact

Potential
impact

No
impact

Demolished N/A N/A N/A As per 
master plan

Eckersley 
House Cellar/ 
Rock Shelter

H14 Demolished No impact No impact Potential
impact

Potential
impact

No
impact

'

Demolished N/A N/A N/A As per 
master plan

Vineyard 
Remains on 
Lebinski's 
Property

H15 Demolished No impact No impact Potential
impact

Potential
impact

No
impact

Demolished N/A N/A N/A As per 
master plan

House 
Remains: 
Chimney and 
Concrete Slab

H16 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan
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Table 7.1 Co ntinued

Heritage Items in 
Holsworthy Study 

Area
Construction Impacts Operational Impacts Conceptual

Plan

Heritage
Item No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/ 
Fill)

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation

Surface
Cut

Borrow
Areas Comments

Status after 
Construction

Views/
Vistas

Scale
Ambience

Setting

Remains of 
Illegal Liquor 
Still

H17 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Old Coach 
Road

H18 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

No impact As per 
master plan

Old lllawarra 
Road 
Creek 
Methodist 
Church Site 
and Cemetery

H19 Partly
destroyed

Potential
impact

No impact Potential
impact

Potential
impact

No
impact

Destroyed 
in area of 

master plan

Partly
destroyed

Visual
impact

No
impact

Visual
impact

As per 
master 

plan, but a 
larger 

section 
destroyed

New lllawarra H20 Partly Potential Potential Potential Potential No Destroyed Partly Visual No Visual As per
Road
(formerly
Eckersley
Road)

destroyed impact impact impact impact impact in area of 
master plan

destroyed impact impact impact master 
plan, but a 

larger 
section 

destroyed
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7.2 O ptio n  B

7.2.1 C o n s t r u c t io n  Im p a c t s

Construction of Option B would result in a range of impacts on heritage items 
identified from this study within the Holsworthy study area.

The necessary site works within the master plan area, in particular, the 
requirements for clearing and excavation, would result in the demolition of all 
above ground structures and the destruction of all archaeological sites and 
below ground features within the master plan area. One of the 20 heritage 
items within the Holsworthy study area would be destroyed as a result of 
clearing or excavation within the master plan area. Two further items, the Old 
Coach Road (Item H18) and Old lllawarra Road (Item H I 9) would be partly 
destroyed within the master plan area, but would remain intact beyond the 
proposed airport site boundary. The remaining 16 items, all outside the master 
plan area, would be retained.

Impacts of the proposed access corridors depend on the access alternatives 
adopted. The proposed access corridor to the north would potentially impact 
on five sites, Adams House and W ell remains (Items H4); Grodno Settlement 
Dry Stone Wall and Irrigation Channels (Item H5); Grodno Settlement W inery 
Cellar and Well (Item H6); rubbish dump and well (Grodno settlement) (Item 
H 7); and Kelso House site and associated ruins (Item H8). Two existing roads, 
the Old Coach Road (Item H I8) and Old lllawarra Road (Item H I9) could also 
be potentially affected by construction of new access roads.

The proposed rail corridor would destroy one item, the Grodno Settlement Dry 
Stone Wall and Irrigation Channels (Item H5) and would potentially impact on 
another heritage item in the vicinity, Adams House and W ell Remains (Item 
H4). It is also likely to physically affect a section of the O ld Coach Road (Item 
HI 8).

Only one heritage item, the Old Coach Road (Item H I 8) is assessed as being 
potentially affected by services.

Two heritage items, the Old Coach Road (Item H18) and Old lllawarra Road 
(Item H19) would be potentially affected by Obstacle Limitation Surface cut 
areas.

No heritage items are affected by borrow areas.

7.2 .2  O p e r a t io n a l  Im p a c t s

The majority of the retained non-Aboriginal cultural heritage items, that is, 
items not demolished or destroyed due to construction impacts, would be
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relatively unaffected by the airport's operation. The majority of retained items 
are at a sufficient distance from the boundary of the airport master plan area 
to avoid any significant impact on existing views and vistas, that is, these items 
would not be read against the airport structures. Similarly, there would be no 
scale impact caused by the proposed airport structures on retained heritage 
items, as they would be visually separated from one another and would 
therefore not be read together.

The greatest impact that would be caused by the operation of the airport would 
be the likely impact on the ambience and setting of retained heritage items. 
The majority of the retained items would be likely to be affected to some 
degree by aircraft noise. Some retained items may also be affected by 
vibration impacts. Further, the retained sections of Old lllawarra Road (Item 
H19) and New lllawarra Road (Item H20) would suffer visual impacts as a 
result of the operation of the airport in close proximity.

7.2 .3  Impact on Heritage Items

As described, Option B would result in a range of impacts on the non- 
Aboriginal cultural heritage items identified from this study in the Holsworthy 
study area. Figure 7.1 indicates the heritage items affected by Option B. The 
impacts on each heritage item following construction of this airport option are 
assessed as follows:

Heritage Items Demolished or Destroyed 

Items of Local Significance

■ H17: Remains of Illegal Liquor Still - c1890s'moonshine'still site.

Heritage Items Partly Demolished or Destroyed

Items of Regional Significance

■ H 18: Old Coach Road - early bridle track c l 850s; and

■ H19: Old lllawarra Road - connecting road from Sydney to southern
settlements c1830s.

Heritage Items Retained

Items of Regional Significance

■ H I:  Army Range Control Headquarters - brick administration
building;
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■ HIT:  Engineers Bridge - box girder and truss bridge over Punchbowl
Creek; and

■ H20: New  lllawarra Road (formerly Eckersley Road) - 1870s
connecting road to Liverpool.

Items of Local Significance

■ H2: Harris Creek Farmhouse Ruins;

■ H3: Remains of Masonry W all - circa World War 1 wall;

■ H4: Adams House and well remains - Ruins of homestead, cl890s;

■ H5: Grodno Settlement site - Dry Stone W all and Irrigation Channels
- c1889 settlement site;

■ H6: Grodno Settlement site-c1889 settlement site, including W inery
Cellar, W ell and cisterns;

■ H7: Rubbish Dump and W ell, Himmelhoch Property, Grodno
settlement;

■ H8: Remains of Kelso's Homestead - house site and associated ruins
c 1890s;

■ H9: Etchell's Hut and Dam remains - cl890s house site with ruined
hut;

■ H10: Remains of Concrete W ine Vats - ruined wine vats cl890s;

■ H12: Nat Bull's House site - c1884 house site and cistern;

■ H13: Eckersley Post Office site - c l 891 -1913 ruins;

■ H14:- Eckersley House Cellar/Rock Shelter site - c1900 homestead site, 
including cellar and rock shelter;

■ H15: Vineyard remains on Lebinski's property - c l 890; and

■ H 16: House Remains: Chimney and concrete slab - c l 900 homestead
ruins.
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7 .2 .4  S u m m a r y  o f  H e r it a g e  Im p a c t s

Construction impacts associated with Option B would result in the loss of one 
of the 20 heritage items which were identified from this study within the 
Holsworthy study area. This item is of local significance. Two further items, 
O ld  Coach Road and Old lllawarra Road, would be destroyed within the 
master plan area, but remain intact beyond the proposed airport boundary. All 
of these items are within the Holsworthy Landscape Conservation Area which 
is classified by the National Trust and are also within the Cubbitch Barta 
National Estate Area placed on the Interim List of the Register of the National 
Estate. There are no other heritage listings applying to any of these items.

The demolition/destruction of these individual heritage items would, in most 
cases, result in the total loss of their historic, aesthetic, social and technical/ 
research values. The loss of these items would also impact on the heritage 
significance of the Holsworthy study area as a whole, as identified in 
Section 5.7. These impacts mainly relate to the loss of evidence of aspects of 
the area's history and, hence, heritage significance, in particular:

■ evidence of the expansion of colony and the early routes out of Sydney 
to the lllawarra and the Southern Tablelands (Old Coach Road and Old 
lllawarra Road);

■ evidence of the early agricultural activities of the non-English 
immigrants in the latter part of the 19th century, their continuing close 
association and the differing farm and agricultural techniques practised 
by such groups; Grodno Settlement site Dry Stone Walls and Irrigation 
Channels; rubbish dump and well);

■ evidence of the general growth, the role of European immigrants and 
the unique role that this area played in the history of the Australian 
wine industry (Grodno settlement site - Dry Stone Walls and Irrigation 
Channels); and

■ evidence of the nature and the structures typical of subsistence farming 
in the late 19th century, the hardship and isolation of settlement in this 
area and the activities that individual settlers engaged in to survive 
(remains of illegal liquor still).

Despite the loss of the above-mentioned items, other evidence of all of these 
aspects of significance would remain through the retention of heritage items 
not affected by Option B.

The historic (evolution and association) values of the study area (criterion A.4 
under the Australian Heritage Commission Act 1975) recognised by the 
interim listing of the Cubbitch Barta National Estate Area on the Register of the
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National Estate would also be affected by Option B. W ithin the study area of 
this Draft EIS, the national estate interim listing recognises the significance of 
the Grodno settlement site; the transport routes of early settlers; and the use of 
the site for military training purposes during World W ar I and after World War 
II. Option B would destroy some of the physical evidence relating to these 
former uses, although other evidence would survive. Therefore, the 
development of Option B would cause a partial loss of national estate values.

Table 7.2 provides a summary of non-Aboriginal cultural heritage impacts for 
Option B.

In addition to the above construction impacts, the ambience and historic 
setting of the retained heritage items and the study area as a whole, would be 
affected to some degree by visual, noise and/or vibration impacts associated 
with the operation of an airport nearby.

7.2.5 Proposed Conceptual Plan

While it is not possible to determine the impacts of the conceptual plan with 
the same degree of accuracy as the master plan, it is nevertheless possible to 
make an informed assessment of the likely impacts of expanding the airport 
proposal to what is referred to as the conceptual plan.

Nearly all of the potential impacts would be identical to those in the master 
plan. However, two items, the Old Coach Road (Item H I8) and O ld lllawarra 
Road (Item H I9), would suffer additional visual impacts as a result of 
expanding the airport as proposed in the conceptual plan.
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Table 7.2 Sum m ary  of H eritage Impacts - H olsworthy A irport O ption B

Heritage Items in 
Holsworthy Study 

Area
Construction Impacts Operational Impacts Conceptual

Plan

Heritage
Item

No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/ 
Fill)

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation

Surface
Cut

Borrow
Areas

Comments Status after 
Construction

Views/
Vistas

Scale Ambience
Setting

Army Range
Control
Headquarters

H1 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Harris Creek
Farmhouse
Ruins

H2 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Remains of 
Masonry Wall

H3 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Adam's 
House and 
Well Remains

H4 No impact Potential
impact

Potential
impact

No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area. 
Potential 
impacts 

from access 
corridor

Retained 
(potential 

impact from 
rail corridor)

Potential
visual
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan
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Heritage Items in
Holsworthy Study Construction Impacts

Area
Operational Impacts

Conceptual
Plan

Heritage
Item

No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Fill)

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation Borrow „  Status after Views/
,  . . Comments „  . .
Surface Areas Construction Vistas

Cut

Scale
Ambience

Setting

Grodno H5 No impact Potential Potential No impact
Settlement 
Dry Stone 
Wall and 
Irrigation 
Channels

impact impact
No impact No Potential for Destroyed N/A N/A

impact retention
N/A As per

master plan

Grodno H6 No impact Potential
Settlement 
Winery Cellar 
and Wall

impact

Grodno H7 No impact Potential
Settlement - 
Rubbish 
Dump and 
Well,
Himmelhoch
Property

impact

Potential No impact No impact No Beyond 
impact impact master plan

area. 
Potential 
impacts 

from access 
corridor

Retained No No Potential As per
impact impact noise and 

vibration
master plan

impacts

Potential No impact No impact No Beyond 
impact impact master plan

area. 
Potential 
impacts 

from access 
corridor.

Retained No No Potential As per
impact impact noise and master plan

vibration
impacts
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Table 7.2 Co ntinued

Heritage Items in 
Holsworthy Study 

Area
Construction Impacts Operational Impacts

Conceptual
Plan

Heritage
Item No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/ 
FilD

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation

Surface
Cut

Borrow
Areas Comments

Status after 
Construction

Views/
Vistas

Scale
Ambience

Setting

Remains of
Kelso's
Homestead

H8 No impact Potential
impact

Potential
impact

No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area. 
Potential 
impacts 

from access 
corridor.

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Etchell's Hut 
and Dam 
Remains

H9 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Frere's House 
and Winery 
Site

H10 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Engineers
Bridge

H11 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Nat
(Nathaniel) 
Bull's House 
Site

H12 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan
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Table 7.2 Co ntinued

Heritage Items in 
Holsworthy Study 

Area
Construction Impacts Operational Impacts

Conceptual
Plan

Heritage
Item

No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/ 
Fill)

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation
Surface

Cut

Borrow
Areas

Comments
Status after 

Construction
Views/
Vistas

Scale
Ambience

Setting

Eckersley 
Post Office 
Site

H13 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Eckersley 
House Cellar/ 
Rock Shelter

H14 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Vineyard 
Remains on 
Lebinski's 
Property

H15 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

House 
Remains: 
Chimney and 
Concrete Slab

H16 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

Potential 
noise and 
vibration 
impacts

As per 
master plan

Remains of 
Illegal Liquor 
Still

H17 Destroyed No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Destroyed N/A N/A N/A As per 
master plan

Old Coach H18 Partly Potential Potential Potential Potential No Destroyed Partly Visual No Impact on Potentially
Road destroyed impact impact impact impact impact in master 

plan area
destroyed impact impact setting greater

visual
impact
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Table 7.2 Co ntinued

Heritage Items in 
Holsworthy Study 

Area
Construction Impacts Operational Impacts Conceptual

Plan

Heritage
Item No.

Master Plan 
Site Works 
(Clearing/ 

Excavation/ 
FilD

Construction/ 
Access Roads

Proposed
Rail

Corridor
Services

Obstacle
Limitation
Surface

Cut

Borrow
Areas

Comments
Status after 

Construction
Views/
Vistas Scale

Ambience
Setting

Old lllawarra 
Road 
Creek 
Methodist 
Church Site 
and Cemetery

H19 Partly
destroyed

Potential
impact

No impact No impact Potential
impact

No
impact

Small
section 

destroyed in 
master plan 

area

Partially
destroyed

Visual
impact

No
impact

Impact on 
setting

Potentially
greater
visual
impact

New lllawarra
Road
(formerly
Eckersley
Road)

H20 No impact No impact No impact No impact No impact No
impact

Beyond 
master plan 

area

Retained No
impact

No
impact

No impact As per 
master plan
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Chapter 8 Environmental Management

8.1 O verview

The heritage resource includes the fabric and physical evidence of human 
activity within the study areas. This fabric includes buildings and structures, 
works, relics, deposits and other features that provide tangible physical 
evidence of the history of human occupation within the two study areas.

A fundamental principle of heritage conservation is that every effort should be 
made to retain items of heritage significance. In cases where this is not 
possible, it is important that the items are recorded before they are altered or 
lost. The process of recording is not an alternative to retention of a heritage 
item, as it does not, in most cases, achieve retention of heritage significance. 
It nevertheless partly mitigates the impact of the loss of the heritage item. 
Archaeological excavation is a more definitive process as it realises the 
research potential of a site to a greater extent than archival recording. 
Therefore it is able to mitigate the impact of destroying heritage items (in 
particular archaeological sites) more effectively than archival recording.

The aim of this chapter is to identify appropriate strategies for mitigating the 
impacts on heritage resources affected by each of the five airport options.

8.2 N o n -A b o r ig in a l  A r c h a e o lo g ic a l  Reso u rces

8.2.1 T y p e

The heritage resources within the Holsworthy and Badgerys Creek study areas 
include a diverse range of elements. W hile some evidence, such as the range 
of buildings across the study area, is readily available, much is concealed or 
buried and is impossible to assess in a specific manner without detailed, 
individual site specific research and physical examination. The Holsworthy 
and Badgerys Creek study areas both contain areas of historical archaeological 
potential, especially in relation to evidence of the development of European 
occupation in the areas.

Archaeological resources are irreplaceable. They have the potential to 
contribute to our knowledge of early history with information that is 
unavailable from other sources such as historical documentation. It is 
therefore important that archaeological resources are adequately investigated 
and recorded, particularly in circumstances where they are to be destroyed as 
part of the development of a site.
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Buildings and Structures

The most dominant physical historical evidence is an extensive range of 
buildings and structures, many of which are recorded as heritage items in the 
Study Inventory. In their existing fabric, many of these items provide a record 
of their own construction, history and use. This use may include residential, 
commercial and industrial or a combination of these.

Analysis of this fabric and configuration may yield information which may not 
be available from documentary sources. Where historic structures or elements 
are to be demolished, archival recording is proposed. The process of archival 
recording is discussed in more detail in Section 8.6.

Relics, Deposits and Subsurface Remains

The Badgerys Creek and Holsworthy study areas include a number sites of 
historical archaeological significance.

Material remains of European activities and occupation within the study areas 
are present in a number of forms such as vineyards, settlement walls, irrigation 
channels, domestic structures and roads. European artefact scatters, relating to 
single events or processes, are also present, as are stratified accumulations of 
cultural material in contexts such as sub-floor deposits, wells, rubbish pits and 
cesspits. Where stratified accumulations exist undisturbed by later events, 
they have extremely high scientific value.

The archaeological resource is finite and fragile. Features relating to the 
earliest period of European occupation in the area are rare but have, in some 
cases, been disturbed by later activities and occupations. Sites which are 
likely to contain undisturbed features are therefore considered to be of 
considerable heritage value.

8 .2 .2  Ex is t in g  A r c h a e o l o g ic a l  Ev id e n c e

W ithin the inventory of heritage items for the sites, there are at least two 
known or potential European archaeological sites within the Badgerys Creek 
study area and at least 16 within the Holsworthy study area. In addition to 
these sites, there may be other archaeological features which are not identified 
because they are buried. On the basis of available information those sites 
which are likely to contain archaeological features have been identified as 
heritage items.
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8.3 A r c h a e o lo g ic a l  Ma n ag em en t  Pro ced u r es

8.3.1 Archaeological Assessment

The research and evaluation completed as part of this study has identified a 
number of heritage items, including archaeological sites, in each study area. 
However, the precise nature and extent of archaeological features and the 
appropriate level of investigation and recording has not been determined.

Prior to construction of the proposal, each archaeological or potential 
archaeological site would be the subject of a detailed archaeological 
assessment, prepared to:

■ define the probable nature and extent of archaeological resources;

■ assess their significance in detail;

■ determine the most appropriate archaeological management 
procedures; and

■ define the boundaries for archaeological management procedures.

8 .3 .2  A rchaeological Management

This section summarises some of the key processes described in the document 
titled Archaeological Assessments contained within the N SW  Heritage Manual 
(Department of Urban Affairs and Planning and N SW  Heritage Office, 1996). 
The level of archaeological input required for each heritage site may vary 
depending on the type of site and its significance. Specific action includes a 
range of measures such as:

■ no further action;

■ archaeological monitoring;

■ test excavation;

■ archaeological conservation; and

■ retention and conservation.

8.3.3 N o Further Action

A recommendation that no further action is necessary is made if the site is 
either unlikely to contain archaeological features or is likely to contain 
archaeological features of little or low significance.
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8 .3 .4  Archaeological M onitoring

Archaeological monitoring is recommended where the predicted significance 
of features (both visible and below the ground) is unknown or low, or when 
a site is likely to have suffered a degree of disturbance. In this case a site may 
not warrant detailed recording.

Archaeological monitoring necessarily involves disturbance and the 
excavation of relics, and should be carried out in accordance with a research 
design which indicates the objectives of the monitoring process. Such 
objectives include the potential of information likely to be gathered from the 
archaeological monitoring process for the site.

In rare cases, monitoring may reveal archaeological features of considerable 
significance that were not identified or predicted during the initial assessment. 
W hen this occurs the site may then require test trenching or a more 
comprehensive archaeological excavation.

8 .3 .5  Test Excavation

Sometimes the potential archaeological resources of a site are unclear despite 
extensive historical research and surface examination. In such cases test 
excavation may be recommended to clarify the site's archaeological potential 
and to establish significance and determine appropriate further action. Test 
excavation is a preliminary phase which usually involves the machine or hand 
excavation of a small trench to determine the nature and extent of sub-surface 
archaeological features and deposits. It may reveal that the site holds further 
potential, in which case comprehensive excavation should follow. Conversely 
the site may show evidence of disturbance or prove to be of low significance 
in which case either no further action or monitoring of the site may be 
undertaken.

8 .3 .6  Archaeological Excavation

Archaeological excavation necessarily involves disturbance and excavation of 
relics and should therefore be carried out in accordance with a research 
design. Archaeological Assessment (Department of Urban Affairs and Planning 
and N SW  Heritage Office, 1996) states as follows:

'Archaeological excavation should reveal the research potential 
of an archaeological site. It involves a structured program of on­
site activities including:

■ site preparation;

■ the excavation itself;
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■ sampling (if appropriate);

■ artefact recovery; and

■ photographic, drawing and written recording.

Archaeological excavation also involves off site activities 
including:

■ contextual and other detailed historical research;

■ documentation of the stratigraphy of the site;

■ artefact cataloguing and analysis;

■ preparation of graphic evidence;

■ preparation of a synthesis of all of the material;

■ reporting of the evidence including a response to the 
original project research design;

■ conservation of the excavated material; and

■ lodgement of artefacts and records with a public archive.

Archaeological excavation should only be undertaken under 
the direction of a suitably qualified and experienced 
archaeologist. The archaeologist is responsible for determining 
the methodology and sampling strategies appropriate for a 
particular site'.

Timing and Programming of Archaeological Involvement

Archaeology by its very nature can be labour intensive and may require 
extended periods of time on site. W hile the preferred airport site option may 
not require intensive archaeological work any proposed archaeological 
involvement would be programmed into the construction timetable at the 
earliest possible time so that it does not become a critical path activity.

8.4 Artefact Collections

Excavated artefacts (including samples of structures or deposits), form an 
integral part of the record of any excavated sites.
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Prior to excavation and following recovery of artefacts, advice should be 
obtained from an experienced materials conservator in relation to:

■ cleaning;

■ short term storage;

■ special treatment requirements; and

■ long term storage and curation.

Arrangements should be made for the long term curation and storage of 
artefacts and associated material. Responsibility for collection management 
rests with the owner of the site.

8.5 Retention and Conservation

One of the reasons that places of cultural significance are retained and 
conserved is that they contain information that drawings, photographs or film 
of the item cannot capture and retain. However skilfully a place is filmed or 
however evocatively it may be described, it is not possible to replace the 
experience of the actual place.

Every effort would be made in the detailed design process for the Second 
Sydney Airport proposal to retain as much fabric and physical evidence of 
heritage items as possible. Where, for example, an above ground wall cannot 
remain, it would be desirable to retain the footings in situ.

Care would also be taken to protect heritage items during the construction 
stage. This might involve the boarding up of buildings or using hoardings to 
isolate items from activities which might be damaging. It would also be 
desirable that a dilapidation survey of retained items be undertaken prior to 
commencement of construction, to allow their condition to be regularly 
monitored during construction of the airport and, ideally, when the airport is 
operational.

Additionally where graves within church cemeteries are to be removed it is 
desirable that the original headstones and grave furniture associated with these 
burials are also transferred with the human remains. Where this is not possible 
these items would be archivally recorded and appropriate arrangements would 
be made for their storage.

Generally, the most appropriate management action for an historic or 
archaeological site and its remains is conservation in situ. Therefore,
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opportunities would be investigated for the retention of heritage items 
currently identified as demolished or destroyed for each of the airport options.

8.6 Archival Recording

The Burra Charter of Australia ICOM OS (Australia ICO M O S, 1988) sets out 
philosophies and principles for heritage conservation and provides a widely 
accepted methodology for heritage conservation. One of the principles 
contained in the Burra Charter is the principle of keeping records. It refers to 
making records of the fabric of a heritage item and of decisions and actions 
affecting it.

Archival records are made of heritage items as a way of understanding the item 
as well as recording different aspects of the item before it is lost. Archival 
records may be required by a consent authority as a condition of approval for 
work which would result in the substantial alteration or demolition of a 
heritage item. This is now regarded as an essential requirement in 
circumstances where an item cannot be retained.

The archival record will vary according to the type of heritage item and the 
level of significance. The brochure, How to Prepare Archival Records of 
Heritage Items (N SW  Heritage Office, 1996) sets out the requirements for 
archival recording for items of local, regional, and State significance.

In general, an archival report should include all background information such 
as, the subject of the recording, why the record was made, an outline of the 
history, a statement of heritage significance and a location plan. The record 
should contain:

■ an inventory of existing archival documents;

■ black and white photography, including negatives and proof sheets, 
cross-referenced to catalogues and base plans; and

■ colour slides.

The above is the minimum requirement for items of local significance.

Items of regional significance need to be recorded in the same way as items 
of local significance, with the added requirement for measured drawings.

Items of State significance require the above recording, including measured 
drawings and samples of furnishings and finishes. Photogram metric drawings 
and negatives should be made where they are considered appropriate.
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Archival records of items of State heritage significance should only be 
prepared by experienced heritage consultants and professional photographers.

Copies of all records should be lodged with local libraries and the Mitchell 
Library in Sydney.

8.7 Sp ec ific  Ma n a g em en t  Pro po sa ls  fo r  th e  A ir po rt  
O ptio n s

Tables 8.1 and 8.2 contain specific management proposals for each heritage 
item identified with the study, with the view  to mitigating the impact of each 
airport option at Badgerys Creek and the Holsworthy Military Area.

Generally the preferred option for managing identified heritage items 
including archaeological sites, is conservation in situ, that is, that the site 
should remain undisturbed by any activity, including archaeological 
excavation. This method retains the historic resource for future generations 
and provides the opportunity for more highly developed conservation 
techniques and management strategies to be implemented in the future. 
Therefore, where particular sites are assessed as having potential for retention, 
the mitigation proposed is that these sites be the subject of detailed 
investigation during the detailed design stage of the proposal with the aim of 
retaining the item in question.

Archaeological assessment is proposed for all sites identified as having 
archaeological potential as a precursor to other management procedures. This 
will ensure, inter alia, that the extent of archaeological management for any 
given site is defined in detail.

Archaeological assessment and excavation is proposed for heritage items 
assessed as having high archaeological potential or as having rare 
representation within the study area. For example, within the Holsworthy 
study area, archaeological excavation of the Grodno settlement area has been 
recommended as this site is considered to represent the local wine growing 
industry and its resources as well as the domestic lifestyle which existed within 
that community.

For other winery areas, such as Lebinski's property, archaeological assessment 
and test trenching is proposed as it is not known at this stage whether this site 
will contain a high degree of integrity or research value compared with the 
Grodno settlement site which is more complex and appears to retain more in 
situ remains.
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Test trenching is proposed for sites where the amount of retrievable 
information likely to be gained from below ground remains is as yet unknown. 
A site specific archaeological assessment prior to test trenching w ill assist in 
determining the boundary of the area to be investigated as well as a more 
detailed search of historic records than has so far been possible. Test 
excavation w ill enable the archaeologist to determine whether the site merits 
any further archaeological action.

Archaeological monitoring is not proposed for any of the sites as an initial 
action. However, it is likely that some of the sites which undergo test 
excavation w ill not warrant a full archaeological excavation and, in these 
cases, archaeological monitoring of the site may be considered an adequate 
mitigative strategy.

Archival recording has generally been proposed in relation to buildings and 
other standing structures which are to be demolished. These would be 
managed in accordance with the standard procedures of the N SW  Heritage 
O ffice. Archaeological sites would be fully recorded both graphically and 
photographically at the time of excavation, test trenching or monitoring.

If the Cubbitch Barta National Estate Area is listed finally on the Register of the 
National Estate this would invoke Section 30 of the Australian Heritage 
Commission Act 1975 which contains obligations for the Commonwealth 
Governm ent to avoid damage to national estate places unless there are no 
feasible or prudent alternatives and to consult with the Commission before 
taking any action which could harm or affect a registered place. Principles, 
processes and practices contained in the Australian Natural Heritage Charter 
(Australian Heritage Commission, 1996) would be used to assist in the 
conservation of the Cubbitch Barta National Estate Area.
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Table 8.1 Summary  of H eritage Impacts a n d  Proposed M itigation M easures - Badgerys Creek A irport O ptions

Heritage Item Item No. Option A 
Assessed Status

Proposed
Measure(s)

Option B Assessed 
Status

Proposed
Measure(s)

Option C 
Assessed Status

Proposed
Measure(s)

Luddenham Public 
School

B1 No impact (beyond 
master plan area)

Protect during 
construction

No impact (beyond 
master plan area)

Protect during 
construction

No impact (beyond 
master plan area)

Protect during 
construction

Dairy Shed B2 No impact (beyond 
master plan area)

Protect during 
construction

No impact (beyond 
master plan area)

Protect during 
construction

No impact (beyond 
master plan area)

Protect during 
construction

Luddenham Uniting 
Church Cemetery 
and Progress Hall

B3 No impact (beyond 
master plan area)

Protect during 
construction

No impact (beyond 
master plan area)

Protect during 
construction

No impact (beyond 
master plan area)

Protect during 
construction

Lawsons Inn Site B4 Destroyed ■ Investigate options 
for retention

■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Archaeological 
excavation (if 
destroyed)

Destroyed ■ Investigate options 
for retention

■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Archaeological 
excavation (if 
destroyed)

Destroyed ■ Investigate options 
for retention

■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Archaeological 
excavation (if 
destroyed)

Luddenham Anglican 
Church and 
Cemetery

B5 Retained (beyond 
master plan area)

Protect during 
construction

Retained (beyond 
master plan area)

Protect during 
construction

Retained (beyond 
master plan area)

Protect during 
construction

Anchau Vineyard 
Site

B6 Destroyed ■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Archaeological 
excavation

■ Archival recording

Destroyed ■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Archaeological 
excavation

■ Archival recording

Destroyed ■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Archaeological 
excavation

■ Archival recording

Vicarys Winery - 
Original Homestead

B 7 Demolished Archival Recording Demolished Archival Recording Demolished Archival Recording
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Table 8.1 Continued

Heritage Item Item  No.
O ption  A  

Assessed Status
Proposed

Measure(s)
Option B Assessed 

Status
Proposed

Measure(s)
O ption  C  

Assessed Status
Proposed

Measure(s)

Vicarys Winery 
Building

B8 Demolished Archival Recording Demolished Archival Recording Demolished Archival Recording

Vicary Winery - 
Woolshed

B9 Demolished Archival Recording Demolished Archival Recording Demolished Archival Recording

Vicary Winery - 
Shearers Quarters

BIO Demolished Archival Recording Demolished Archival Recording Demolished Archival Recording'

Evergreen
Homestead

B11 Retained Protect during 
construction

Demolished 
(potential for 
retention)

■  Investigate options 
for retention

■  Archival recording 
if demolished

Demolished 
(potential for 
retention)

■  Investigate options 
for retention

■  Archival recording 
if demolished

'Mount Pleasant' 
Homestead

B12 Retained Protect during 
construction

Demolished Archival Recording Demolished Archival Recording

Two Elevated Water 
Tanks

B13 Retained Protect during 
construction

Retained Protect during 
construction

Demolished Archival Recording

O TC Bringelly Radio 
Receiving Station

B14 Retained Protect during 
construction

Retained Protect during 
construction

Demolished Archival Recording

Kelvin Park 
Homestead

B15 Retained Protect during 
construction

Retained Protect during 
construction

Retained (potential 
visual impact from 
security fence)

■  Protect during 
construction

■  Investigate options 
to reduce visual 
impact of security 
fence

Braeburn Homestead B16 Demolished Archival Recording Demolished Archival Recording Demolished Archival Recording
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Table 8.1 Continued

Heritage Item Item No. Option A 
Assessed Status

Proposed
Measure(s)

Option B Assessed 
Status

Proposed
Measure(s)

Option C 
Assessed Status

Proposed
Measure(s)

Former Badgerys 
Creek Butchery

B17 Demolished Archival Recording Demolished 
(potential for 
retention)

■ Investigate options 
for retention

■ Archival recording 
if demolished

Demolished Archival Recording

St Johns Anglican 
Church and 
Cemetery Site

B18 Destroyed ■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Relocation of 
headstones, grave 
furniture and 
burial remains

Destroyed ■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Relocation of 
headstones, grave 
furniture and 
burial remains

Destroyed ■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Relocation of 
headstones, grave 
furniture and 
burial remains

Badgerys Creek 
Methodist Church 
Site and Cemetery

B19 Destroyed ■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Relocation of 
headstones, grave 
furniture and 
burial remains

Destroyed ■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Relocation of 
headstones, grave 
furniture and 
burial remains

Destroyed ■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Relocation of 
headstones, grave 
furniture and 
burial remains

Farm Cottage B20 Demolished Archival Recording Demolished Archival Recording Demolished Archival Recording

Croup of Farm 
Outbuildings

B21 Demolished Archival Recording Demolished Archival Recording Demolished Archival Recording

Bridge over Badgerys B22 Retained (outside Protect during Retained (outside Protect during Retained (outside Protect during
Creek fence area) construction fence area) construction fence area) construction

Original Badgerys 
Creek Public School 
Buildings

B23 Demolished Archival Recording Demolished 
(potential for 
retention)

■ Investigate options 
for retention

■ Archival recording 
if demolished

Demolished Archival Recording
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Table 8.1 Continued

Heritage Item
O ption A

Item  No.
Assessed Status

Proposed
Measure(s)

Option B Assessed 
Status

Proposed
Measure(s)

O ption  C  
Assessed Status

Proposed
Measure(s)

The Northern Road B24 Partly destroyed ■  Archival recording Partly destroyed ■  Archival recording Partly destroyed ■  Archival recording
■  Archaeological ■  Archaeological ■  Archaeological

Assessment Assessment Assessment
■  Test Excavation ■  Test Excavation ■  Test Excavation
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Table 8.2 Sum m ary  of H eritage Impacts a n d  Proposed M itigation M easures - H olsworthy A irport O ptions

Heritage Item Item No. Option A Assessed Status Proposed Measure(s) Option B Assessed Status Proposed Measure(s)

Army Range Control 
Headquarter

H1 Retained (outside master plan 
area)

Protect during construction Retained (outside master plan 
srea)

Protect during construction

Harris Creek Farmhouse 
Ruins

H2 Retained (outside master plan 
area)

Protect during construction Retained (outside master plan 
area)

Protect during construction

Remains of Masonry Wall H3 Retained (outside master plan 
area)

Protect during construction Retained (outside master plan 
area)

Protect during construction

Adam's House and Well 
Remains

H4 Demolished ■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Archaeological 
excavation

■ Archival recording

Retained (potential impact 
from rail corridor)

■ Relocate rail corridor (if 
necessary)

■ Protect during 
construction

Grodno Settlement Dry 
Stone Wall and Irrigation 
Channels

H5 Partly demolished ■ Re-position possible 
access road

■ Protect during 
construction

■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Archival recording

Destroyed by rail corridor ■ Relocate rail corridor (if 
possible)

■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Archival recording

Grodno Settlement 
Winery Cellar and Well

H6 Demolished ■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Archaeological 
excavation

■ Archival recording

Retained (beyond master plan 
area)

Protect during construction
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Table 8.2 Continued

Heritage Item Item  No. O ption  A  Assessed Status Proposed Measure(s) Option B Assessed Status Proposed Measure(s)

Grodno Settlement - 
Rubbish Dump and Well, 
Himmelhoch Property

H7 Demolished ■  Archaeological 
assessment

■  Archaeological 
excavation

■  Archival recording

Retained Protect during construction

Remains of Kelso's 
Homestead

H8 Retained Protect during construction Retained Protect during construction

Etchell's Hut and Dam 
Remains

H9 Retained Protect during construction Retained (potential impact 
from access road)

Re-consider access road. 
Protect during construction

Remains of Four Concrete 
Wine Vats

H10 Retained Protect during construction Retained Protect during construction

Engineers Bridge H 11 Retained Protect during construction Retained Protect during construction

Nat (Nathaniel) Bull's 
House Site

H12 Demolished ■  Archaeological 
assessment

■  Test excavation

Retained Protect during construction

Eckersley Post Office Site H13 Demolished ■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Test excavation

Retained Protect during construction

Eckersley House Cellar/ 
Rock Shelter

H14 Demolished ■ Archaeological 
assessment

■  Test excavation

Retained Protect during construction

Vineyard Remains on 
Lebinski's Property

H15 Demolished ■  Archaeological 
assessment

■  Test excavation

Retained Protect during construction

House Remains: Chimney 
and Concrete Slab

H16 Retained Protect during construction Retained Protect during construction
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Table 8.2 Continued

Heritage Item Item No. Option A Assessed Status Proposed Measure(s) Option B Assessed Status Proposed Measure(s)

Remains of Illegal Liquor 
Still

H17 Retained Protect during construction Destroyed ■ Archaeological 
assessment

■ Archival recording

Old Coach Road H18 Retained Protect during construction Partly destroyed Archival recording

Old lllawarra Road H19 Partly destroyed Archival recording Partly destroyed Archival recording

New lllawarra Road 
(formerly Eckersley Road)

H20 Partly destroyed Archival Recording Retained Protect during construction
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Sum mary and  Com parison  of Impacts - Chapter 9

Chapter 9 Summary and Comparison of Impacts

Following the assessment of the five proposed airport options, the various 
impacts associated with each option on identified heritage items and the 
respective areas are numerically summarised in Table 9.1 and 9.2.

Table 9.1 Badgerys Creek O ptions

Option A Option B Option C
Heritage Items Demolished/Destroyed 13 15 17

Heritage Items Partially Demolished/Destroyed 1 1 1

Heritage Items Fully Retained 10 8 6

Total 24 24 24

O f the 13 heritage items that would be lost as a result of Option A, seven are 
listed as heritage items in Liverpool Draft Local Environmental Plan 1997. 
Five of the 13 items are also assessed in this study as being of regional 
significance.

Option B would destroy the same items destroyed by Option A. Two further 
items would also be destroyed. Both of these are of local significance. One 
of these two items is also listed as a heritage item in Liverpool Draft Local 
Environmental Plan 1997.

Option C  would destroy all of the items destroyed by Option B (and Option 
A). Two further items would also be destroyed, one of which is assessed as 
being of regional significance. Both of these items are also listed as heritage 
items in Liverpool Draft Local Environmental Plan 1997. None of the items 
that would be destroyed under any of the Badgerys Creek options is listed by 
the National Trust, Australian Heritage Commission or the N SW  Heritage 
Council.

If the heritage significance of the Badgerys Creek study area is regarded as a 
whole (as identified in the statement of heritage significance), Option A would 
result in the loss of evidence of three aspects of significance. However, other 
evidence of these aspects would remain. Options B and C would affect these 
same three aspects of significance but, unlike Option A, would result in the 
loss of virtually all evidence of these aspects.
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Second  Syd ney  A irport

Table 9.2 Holsworthy A irport O ptions

Option A Option B
Heritage Items Demolished 7 1
Heritage Items Partially Demolished 3 2-5'
Heritage Items Fully Retained 10 14-17'
Total 20 20

Note: 1. Depending on which access alternative is adopted.

All of the heritage items that would be lost (or retained) under either of the 
Holsworthy options are included within the Holsworthy Landscape 
Conservation Area which is classified by the National Trust. They are also 
located within the Cubbitch Barta National Estate Area on the Interim List of 
the Register of the National Trust. There are no other heritage listings applying 
to these items.

All of the seven items that would be destroyed by Holsworthy Option A, and 
the one item that would be destroyed by Option B, are assessed as being of 
local significance. Both options would also result in the partial destruction of 
two roads assessed as being of regional significance.

If the heritage significance of the Holsworthy study area is regarded as a whole 
(as identified in the statement of heritage significance), Option A would result 
in the loss of evidence of five aspects of significance. However, other 
evidence of all of these aspects would remain. Option B would affect four of 
these same aspects but more evidence of the affected aspects would remain, 
than would be the case with Option A. Both options would destroy some of 
the physical evidence of former uses recognised by the interim listing of the 
Military Area on the Register of the National Estate and therefore would result 
in partial loss of national estate values.
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A ppendix A

Appendix A 
Study Team

Non-Aboriginal Cultural Heritage

The non-Aboriginal Cultural Heritage study team comprised the following personnel from 
Godden Mackay Pty Ltd:

David Logan Urban Planner, Director of Godden Mackay
Project Director; impact analysis; environmental management; 
recommendations.

Don Godden Industrial Archaeologist, Director of Godden Mackay 
Field survey; review of inventory.

Tony Brassil Built Heritage Specialist
Field Survey co-ordination; identification of items; significance assessment; 
impact analysis.

Nadia lacono Archaeologist
Field survey; identification of items; significance assessment; impact 
analysis; environmental management.

Mark Dunn Historian

Fred Yarad
Historical research and overview; project co-ordination. 
Historian
Historical research and overview.

Department of Transport and Recional Development Pace A-i



Appendix B_____________

N o n - A b o r ig in a l  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e  
In v e n t o r y  F o r m s



SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Luddenham Public School Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek

AMG Grid
No: B1 Reference: East: 286350 North: 6248400
Location:
East side of The Northern Road, between Adams Road and Blaxland Avenue

Description:
The earliest school building is a small two-roomed rectangular weatherboard building, set on brick piers, with an 
assymetric gabled, corrugated iron roof. It has four eighteen pane double-hung sash windows and was constructed 
in c1914. There is another weatherboard building which has a skillion roof and metal framed windows and is of recent 
construction, as well as a new brick building. The grounds have mature trees and landscaped gardens.

History:
Provision for a school house in the village of Luddenham was made in the initial subdivision of John Blaxlands 
property "Ludenham" by Sir Charles Nicholson in the 1850s. A weatherboard Methodist school was established by 
1857 and a more substantial brick building was in its place by the early 1860s. Luddenham school served the area 
surrounding the village and to Badgerys Creek and Bringelly settlements till the 1890s when schools opened in 
these settlements. The present school building dates from 1914 and has served the Luddenham community since 
that time.

Bibliography:
Keating, C (1996), Neustein and Associates (1992), Baillieres New South Wales Gazetteer and Road Guide (1866).

Significance Representative Rare
Historic L
Aesthetic L
Social L
Scientific

S= State  R= Regional L= Local

Other Listings
National Estate Register □  Liverpool Draft LEP §2 

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust

Statement of Significance:
A fine and representative example of a small rural school which 
contains original elements that date back to the early part of the 
century. The school has historic significance as an element in the 
development of the area and aesthetic qualities in its historic buildings 
and its setting. It has social significance for the local community and for 
past students and residents of the area.
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRP6RT ElS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: B1 P ro p o s e d  Badgerys Creek

N am e: Luddenham Public School
A irp o rt  S ite :

A d d it io n a l In fo rm a tio n :

P h o to :
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Dairy shed Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek

No: B2
AMG Grid
Reference: East: 287400 North: 6249100

Location:
Lot 10, Adams Road

Description:
A deteriorated former dairy building which is constructed of timber slabs and bush poles with a corrugated iron roof. It 
is held together by an assortment of nails, screws, bolts and wire and possibly dates to c. 1920s or '30s, this date 
being inscribed on a brick-walled well or cistern contained partly within the north end of the building. The well/cistem 
is approximately 3m in diameter and 4m deep and the brick lining extends 1.5m above ground level. There is a set of 
six milking rails within the eastern part of the building, intact but in poor condition. The dairy is abandoned and is 
heavily affected by termites, with the northern end already collapsed. Two piles of hand moulded sandstock bricks 
without remnant mortar were encountered in overgrown grass nearby on the property, as well as a range of other 
building rubble. The present house is relatively new.

History:
The small dairy is possibly associated with the later subdivision of John Blaxland's "Luddenham" estate. The 
eastern portion of his land was first subdivided in 1859 into half to one acre lots for Luddenham village. Later, 
parcels of land of 4-19 acres were offered from 1864. Lot 10 is situated on this second subdivision and the dairy, 
whilst probably of early twentieth century construction, is likely to be a replacement for an earlier, similar structure on 
the farm.

Bibliography:
Keating, C, (1996).

Significance Representative Rare 
Historic L
Aesthetic |_
Social
Scientific L

S= State  R= Regional L= Local

Statement of Significance:
A rare survivor in the area of a traditionally constructed rude farm 
building, unfortunately in poor condition. It demonstrates traditional and 
utilitarian building materials and construction methods. The site contains 
archaeological evidence of nineteenth century buildings.

Other Listings
National Estate Register Q  Liverpool Draft LEP □  

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT ElS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No:

Name: Dairy Shed

Proposed
Airport Site:

Badgerys Creek

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Luddenham Uniting Church, 
Cemetery and Progress Hall

Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek 

AMG Grid
No: B3 Reference: East: 286250 North: 6248450
Location:
West side of The Northern Road, south of Roots Avenue, Luddenham

Description:
Buildings and related elements which comprise the site include a church, hall and cemetery. The Church was 
constructed in c.1880 and the Hall, named 'Progress Hall', in 1886. Both are cement rendered brick buildings with 
corrugated iron clad gable roofs. The church has pointed arch window openings and buttressed walls. It is rectangular 
with a small enclosed porch at the east end. The Progress Hall has segmental arched windows and the rendered 
walls are lined to simulate ashlar construction. It has a suspended awning over the entry on the east end. The graves 
within the cemetery date from 1890 through to the mid-twentieth century. The earliest bears the inscription "In 
Memorium Annie Lucy, beloved wife of J  Longley died Dec 9th 1890, aged 37 years" and also "Ivy V, died December 
18th 1889, aged 3 years". The second earliest is "Jam es Longley, died September 28th 1895, aged 93". Both graves 
have marble headstones. The majority of other graves in the cemetery have granite slab monuments. There is a 
small brick columbarium on the right side of the entrance gate to the cemetery. There are no plantings within the 
cemetery. The site is bound by a playing field to the south west, Sales Park to the north and bushland to the south.

History:
John Blaxland's property named ’Luddenham' was subdivided between 1859-64. Provision in this subdivision was 
made for a church and the area was to be called 'Luddenham'. The Uniting Church dates from the early 1880s and 
the Hall from 1886. A cemetery associated with the site contains graves as early as 1890.

Bibliography:
Keating, C, (1996).

Significance Representative Rare
Historic R
Aesthetic R
Social L
Scientific

S= State  R= Regional L= Local

Other Listings
National Estate Register Q  Liverpool Draft LEP □  

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust

Statement of Significance:
A fine example of a rural church building, with simple gothic details, in a 
pleasant landscaped setting, with an associated meeting hall and 
cemetery. It has historic significance as an element in the social 
development of the region and it illustrates the nature and extent of 
settlement in the area in its form and siting and through the collective 
record of burials in the cemetery. It has social significance as a church 
and as a meeting place and as a cemetery for the local community.
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT ElS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Luddenham Uniting Church, Hall & Cemetery

Proposed
Airport Site:

Badgerys Creek

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Site of Lawsons Inn Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek

AMG Grid
No: B4 East: 286650 North: 6248050

Location:
The Northern Road, Luddenham; opposite the corner of Eaton Street.

Description:
The site of Lawson's Inn is indicated by historic plans to be on the western side of The Northern Road, approximately 
400m south of the Luddenham Post Office. Surface survey did not reveal any visible remains of the Inn structure 
itself. A number of pepper trees reputed to be associated with the Inn remain adjacent to the creek which runs 
through the area to the south west of the site. Five or six large river stones are arranged in a formation on the ground 
surface of the road verge, which may represent the remains of a driveway entrance to the Inn. The assumed site of 
the Inn is currently being used as a cattle grazing paddock. The route of The Northern Road has been altered in this 
vicinity in recent years but the original route survives as Eaton Road, the northern end of which rejoins the present 
alignment of The Northern Road almost opposite the site of Lawson's Inn.

History:
Lawson's Inn pre-dates the subdivision of the village of Luddenham, having been built to service travellers along The 
Northern Road which connected Camden to Windsor and Richmond. The road was constructed before 1826 while 
the Inn was probably built in the mid-1830s. It is known to have been demolished in the mid-twentieth Century. The 
site of the township of Luddenham was apparantly chosen on the basis that the Inn was already in operation and 
was a well known stopping place.

Bibliography:
C. Keating (1996), Neustein & Assoc (1992).

Significance Representative 
Historic 
Aesthetic 
Social 
Scientific

S= State  R= Reg ional L= Local

Rare
R

Other Listings
National Estate Register Q  Liverpool Draft LEP 0  

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust

Statement of Significance:
Scientific/Research significance associated with potential 
archaeological remains relating to early nineteenth century European 
occupation in outlying areas of Sydney.
Historical significance as the nucleus upon which a later township was 
established, it being a central establishment between two earlier 
townships.
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SECOND SYDNEY AlGPORY ElS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Site of Lawson's Inn

Proposed Badgerys Creek
Airport Site:

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Luddenham Anglican Church and 
Cemetery (St Jam es's)

Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek 

AMG Grid
No: B5 Reference: East: 286400 North: 6248250
Location:
Western side of The Northern Road, opposite the intersection with Adams Road, Luddenham

Description:
Buildings and related elements which comprise the site include the church and cemetery. The Church was 
constructed c.1870. It is a small, rectangular building constructed of ashlar sandstone and random coursed stone 
(basalt) rubble, the sandstone forming the footings and the quoins at the building corners and around the pointed arch 
windows, with a corrugated iron clad gable roof. The graves within the cemetery date from circa 1870, with Jam es 
Lachlan Lawson (1893) and Jam es Freeburn (1895) notable. There is a variety of grave monuments, including stone 
obelisks, both marble and sandstone headstones and cast-iron fences.

History:
John Blaxland's property named 'Luddenham' was subdivided between 1859-64. Provision in this subdivision was 
made for a church and the area was to be called 'Luddenham'. The St. James's Anglican Church appears to have 
been established by the mid - 1860s, and this building dates from the early 1870s. A cemetery associated with the 
site contains graves as early as 1870.

Bibliography:
Keating, C (1996).

Significance Representative Rare
Historic R
Aesthetic R
Social L
Scientific

S= State  R= Reg ional L= Local

Other Listings
National Estate Register □  Liverpool Draft LEP □  

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust

Statement of Significance:
A fine example of a rural church building, with simple gothic details, in a 
pleasant landscaped setting, with a associated cemetery. It has historic 
significance as an element in the social development of the region and it 
illustrates the nature and extent of settlement in the area in its form and 
siting and through the collective record of burials in the cemetery. It has 
social significance as a church and as a cemetery for the local 
community.
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRP6RT ElS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: B5 Proposed Badgerys Creek

Name: Luddenham Anglican Church & Cemetery (St 
Jam es)

Airport Site:

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS ^  
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Anchau Vineyard Site Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek

AMG Grid
No: B6 Reference: Eest: 287700 North: 6246300
Location:
East side of The Northern Road, opposite Vicary's Vineyard, 2km south-east of Luddenham.

Description:
The site of Anchau's vineyard is on the eastern side of The Northern Road, opposite the present Vicary's Winery site. 
There appears to be no building remaining from this property, however, the outline of a structure and the vineyard to 
its north are distinguished by a square imprint and by variations in the colour and density of the grass now growing 
over the area. There are visible lines of furrows across the west-sloping ground where the vines were once planted.

History:
Anchau's vineyard was one of a number of small vineyards operating in the region from late last century. Anchau's 
vineyard was operated by a German family up until c1910. German winegrowers were first brought to the area in the 
1830s by the Cox and Macarthur families to operate vineyards on their properties. It is likely that the Anchau family 
arrived in the Liverpool area in this manner and established this, their own vineyard, sometime later. It is an 
example of the progressive change of land use away from large cattle properties to small individual holdings.

Bibliography:
Norrie, P (1990).

Significance Representative Rare
Historic L
Aesthetic L
Social
Scientific L

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Other Listings
National Estate Register □  Liverpool Draft LEP □  

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust

Statement of Significance:
Technological/Research significance associated with potential intact 
archaeological remains relating to late nineteenth century European 
immigration to NSW.

Relic of the locality's settlement pattern of the late nineteenth century.

Historical associations with the development of the winery and grape 
industry in Australia.
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: B6

Name: Anchau Vineyard Site

Proposed Badgerys Creek
Airport Site:

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Vicary's Vineyard -Original Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek
Homestead

AMG Grid
No: B7 Reference! Essts 286950 Norths 6246300
Location:
West side of The Northern Road, 2km south west of Luddenham.

Description:
The house associated with the Vicary’s Winery is a single storey timber Georgian Style cottage with a corrugated iron 
clad hipped and gabled roof. Originally a small hipped roofed cottage, it has been extended to the south and west.
The front wall has been reclad with weatherboards and modern timber windows have been fitted, however the original 
vertical timber slabs can be seen on the northern side wall and the rear (west) wall. A verandah running along the 
front and north sides is also relatively new. There are two rear wings, one of which is still in slab (it appears to be 
original) and the other one on the northern side is partly fibro-clad and appears to be relatively modern, having been 
converted into a bathroom. The interior of the house itself has been extensively modernised with a concrete and tiled 
floor in the kitchen area and with new timber and plasterboard clad walls throughout the interior.

History:
Vicary's Vineyard is situated on land used for grazing since the 1880s. Cec Vicary and family purchased the land in 
1914 for grazing, sheep and dairy. In 1917, Vicary planted the first grapes and commercial production was underway 
by 1923. The vineyard still operates commercially and incorporates and includes an 1880s homestead and a 
woolshed from the same period into its operation.

Bibliography:
Lester Firth Associates Pty Ltd (1991), Norrie, P (1990).

Significance Representative 
Historic p
Aesthetic |_
Social
Scientific

S= State  R= Regional L= Local

Rare

Other Listings
National Estate Register □  Liverpool Draft LEP ®  

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust

Statement of Significance:
The vineyard has historic significance as a group of structures which 
illustrate small scale agricultural operations and diversification of 
farming in the region in the late nineteenth century. It provides historic 
associations with the former large scale wine industry within the region 
and is Sydney's oldest continually operational winery. The house is a 
surviving traditional farm residence of the late nineteenth century and 
despite renovation, its original mode of construction is apparant.
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: B7 Proposed Badgerys Creek
Airport Site:

Name: Vicary's Vineyard - Original Homestead

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Vicary's Vineyard - The Winery Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek
Building

AMG Grid
No: B8 Reference: East: 286950 North: 6246300
Location:
West side of The Northern Road Road, 2km south of Luddenham

Description:
The winery is housed in a triple-gabled, single storey brick building, featuring stone quoins to the building corners and 
to door and window openings, corrugated iron roof cladding and semi-circular vent openings in each gable-end. A bull­
nosed skillion verandah has been added to the front elevation.

History:
Vicary's Vineyard is situated on land used for grazing since the 1880s. Cec Vicary and family purchased the land in 
1914 for grazing, sheep and dairy. In 1917, Vicary planted the first grapes and commercial production was underway 
by 1923. The vineyard still operates commercially and incorporates and includes an 1880s homestead and a 
woolshed from the same period into its operation.

Bibliography:
Keating, C (1996); Lester Firth Associates Pty Ltd (1991) Norrie, P (1990).

Significance Representative 
Historic p
Aesthetic |_
Social
Scientific

S= State  R= Regional L= Local

Rare
L

Other Listings
National Estate Register □  Liverpool Draft LEP 0  

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust

Statement of Significance:
The vineyard has historic significance as a group of structures which 
illustrate small scale agricultural operations and diversification of 
farming in the region in the late nineteenth century. It provides historic 
associations with the former large scale wine industry within the region 
and is Sydney's oldest continually operational winery. The winery 
building is a handsome and well proportioned building which retains 
many original features relating to its functions.

GODDEN MACKAY PTY LTD 78 GEORGE STREET REDFERN NSW 2016 PH: (02) 319 4811



SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Vicary's Vineyard - The Winery Buildings

Proposed
Airport Site:

Badgerys Creek

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Vicary's Vineyard - The Woolshed Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek

AMG Grid
No: B9 Reference: East: 286950 North: 6246300
Location:
West side of The Northern Road, 2km south-west of Luddenham.

Description:
Located west of the main house, the woolshed has been constructed over several periods. The main section is 
approximately 5m x 15-20m long. The original fabric is obscure although it does appear to have been a small gable 
ended shed with timber slab walls and appears to have been constructed from some new and some recycled 
timbers. It appears to have always been roofed with corrugated iron rather than having shingles. Throughout the 
construction, which has been extended to the east and also dramatically to the west, there are lots of recycled 
materials. The roof of the extension is a low skillion and has a rustic appearance about it. There are numerous 
artefacts within the shed, sourced from shearing sheds and harness rooms around the vicinity but their provenance is 
unknown. Immediately outside the shed are the remnants of a dairy against the wall of the shearing shed, the ground 
being slightly raised. It consists of ten bales of the standard type, indicating it was a relatively large dairy when 
operational. The fence to the dairy consists of a number of traditional rails from a post and rail fence, all inserted into 
new posts which also support the roof. In general, the woolshed has been extended and reconstructed as an 
entertainment venue and although it contains some of its original fabric, most of the building has been added to the 
original shearing shed at a later date.

History:
Vicary's Vineyard is situated on land used for grazing since the 1880s. Cec Vicary and family purchased the land in 
1914 for grazing sheep and dairy cattle. In 1917, Vicary planted the first grapes and commercial production was 
underway by 1923. The vineyard still operates commercially and incorporates and includes an 1880s homestead 
and a woolshed from the same period into its operation.

Bibliography:
Lester Firth Associates Pty Ltd (1991); Norrie, P (1990).

Significance Representative 
Historic L
Aesthetic
Social L
Scientific

S= State  R= Regional L= Local

Rare Statement of Significance:
An interesting but highly altered example of a traditional farm building, 
which has been reconfigured as a dance hall with woolshed decor. It 
demonstrates some aspects of bush craftmanship in its structure. It is 
asssociated with the adjacent Vicary's Winery.

Other Listings
National Estate Register □  Liverpool Draft LEP [jZi 

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: B9

Name: Vicary's Vineyard - The Woolshed

Proposed
Airport Site:

Badgerys Creek

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Vicary's Vineyard - The Shearers Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek
Quarters

AMG Grid
No: B10 Reference: Eest: 286950 North: 6246300
Location:
West side of The Northern Road, 2km south-west of Luddenham.

Description:
The shearers quarters is located to the south of the shearing shed complex and consists of a single room measuring 
about 4 by 3.5 metres. It is a simple four post construction with beams and no girts, clad in vertical timber slabs. 
There is a fireplace at its west end and what was a window unglazed in its west. The original configuration appears to 
be as it is at present but some of the slabs have been sawn and others have been broad-axed. The top plate is in the 
round as are the ties. There is evidence that the ceiling was once lined with hessian. It is in poor condition but 
reasonably intact.

History:
Vicary's Vineyard is situated on land used for grazing since the 1880s. Cec Vicary and family purchased the land in 
1914 for grazing, sheep and dairy. In 1917 Vicary planted the first grapes and commercial production was underway 
by 1923. The vineyard still operates commercially and incorporates and includes an 1880s homestead and a 
woolshed from the same period into its operation.

Bibliography:
Lester Firth Associates Pty Ltd (1991). Nome, P (1990).

Significance 
Historic 
Aesthetic
Social 
Scientific

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Representative
L
L
R

Rare
R

Statement of Significance:
Associated with the adjacent farm buildings and woolshed, this small 
building illustrates the form and nature of the quarters provided for 
contract shearers on a small farm in the late nineteenth century. It 
demonstrates aspects of bush craftsmanship and utilitarian use of 
materials and design. Few such buildings survive in NSW.

Other Listings
National Estate Register Q  Liverpool Draft LEP 0  

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust

GODDEN MACKAY PTY LTD 78 GEORGE STREET REDFERN NSW 2016 PH: (02) 319 4811



s e c o n d  S y d n e y  a ir p o r t  e is
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996
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Name: Vicary’s Vineyard - Shearer's Quarters

Proposed
Airport Site:

Badgerys Creek

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: 'Evergreen' House Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek

AMG Grid
No: B11 Reference: Essti 289300 North: 6243800
Location:
North-west corner of The Northern Road and Derwent Road, Badgerys Creek

Description:
A c1905 weatherboard farm cottage associated with the late subdivision of smaller acreage blocks in the area. The 
original four roomed weatherboard cottage had a hipped roof clad in corrugated iron with a verandah on three sides. 
The verandah posts have decorative timber brackets. The house has been extended with a hipped roofed section to 
the rear and a gable roofed section to the side, both clad in fibro-cement sheeting.Palm, fruit, pine and exotic 
plantings grow within the property.

History:
The house 'Evergreen' sits on land that was formally part of the William Hutchinson Estate. The estate was 
subdivided from 1891 into lots between three and ten acres. These subdivisions were established to encourage city 
dwellers who were forced out of work during the Depression of the 1890s to resettle in the area. The house is dated 
toc1905.

Bibliography:
C Keating (1996), Nuestein and Associates (1992).

Significance Representative 
Historic l_
Aesthetic
Social L
Scientific

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Rare Statement of Significance:
Representative example of the form of farm residence and associated 
farm layout which were typical of the development of the area in the late 
nineteenth century. It is a
pleasant, well-proportioned vernacular cottage of the turn of the century 
in a mature garden of fruit trees and exotic plantings, which is a rare 
survivor in the area.

Other Listings
National Estate Register □  Liverpool Draft LEP [ j  

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT £lS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: B11

Name: "Evergreen" Homestead

Proposed Badgerys Creek
Airport Site:

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: "Mount Pleasant" Homestead Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek

AMG Grid
No: B12 Reference: East: 289500 North: 6245150
Location:
West side of Derwent Road, 150m north of Shannon Road,.

Description:
A small weatherboard cottage with hipped roof of corrugated iron and a bell-cast verandah carried on timber posts 
with decorative timber brackets. It is Georgian in style with a single entry doorway flanked by French doors. The 
building has brick additions on the south and western (rear) sides . It is contained in a landscaped garden with many 
exotic plantings, including jacarandas, palms, fruit and pine trees. The front section of the house appears to be fairly 
original.

History:
The Mount Pleasant homestead sits on land that was formerly part of the William Hutchinson Estate. The estate 
was subdivided from 1891 into lots between three to ten acres. These subdivisions were established to encourage 
city dwellers who were forced out of work during the Depression of the 1890s to resettle in the area.

Bibliography:
Keating, C (1996); Neustein and Associates (1992).

Significance Representative Rare
Historic L
Aesthetic L

Social L
Scientific

Statement of Significance:
Representative example of the form of farm residence and associated 
farm layout which were typical of the development of the area in the late 
nineteenth century. It is an
attractive, well-proportioned vernacular cottage of the turn of the 
century in a mature garden of fruit trees and exotic plantings, which is a 
rare survivor in the area.

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Other Listings
National Estate Register Q  Liverpool Draft LEP 0  

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRP6RT ElS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: B12

Name: Mount Pleasant Homestead

Proposed Badgerys Creek
Airport Site:

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Two Elevated Water Tanks Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek

AMG Grid
No: B13 Reference: East: 290200/290350 North: 6244450/6243850
Location:
East side of Badgerys Creek Road, adjacent to the entry road to the Royal Australian Air Force Wireless Station. One 
tank is near to Badgerys Creek Road and serves the Bringelly Radio Receiving Station staff housing area (now 
Telstra) the other serves the Royal Australian Air Force complex and is near the gate at the end of the access road.

Description:
The two elevated water tanks date to c.1950 and are virtually identical. Each consists of eight square bolted cast iron 
plates per side, each plate containing a moulded diagonal cross for structural stiffening on its outer face. They stand 
on a square plan steel tower structure with four corner posts, three intermediate girts and diagonal bracing to each 
truss panel. These tanks represent a design which allows rapid assembly of modular parts to create tanks of variable 
sizes from components which are easily transported and handled.

History:
These two water towers were built in conjunction with the Overseas Telecommunications Commission Radio 
Receiving Station and the adjacent military radio station to provide water to the residential accomodation and to the 
stations themselves. They were erected in the early 1950s, the radio stations being established at this time following 
the significant advances in radio technology that occurred during WW2 but which could not be applied to general 
usage till the war was over. The Bringelly / Badgerys Creek area was chosen for its relatively flat, open landscape 
and low level of population. When established, the radio stations required a large staff to operate and maintain the 
equipment. Residences were provided for the staff on the site as there was effectively no residential area in close 
proximity to the stations. The development of international submarine telephone cables and satellite radio 
technology in the 1960s, 70s and 80s, as well as the advent of transistors and micro-chip circuits, made these radio 
stations redundant and by the late 1980s, much of the equipment had been dismantled and replaced by new and 
different toohnology. Tho resident staff was also no longer required and the houses were abandoned orr-at the-----Bibliography:
Godden Mackay Pty Ltd, (1995).

Representative
L
L

Significance 
Historic 
Aesthetic
Social
Scientific

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Rare

Other Listings
National Estate Register □  Liverpool Draft LEP S3 

NSW Heritage Council Q  National Trust

Statement of Significance:
Representative examples of a modular design of water tanks, probably 
developed government use, which are visible evidence of the 
remoteness of the area at the time of their erection and of the 
occupation of these sites by government bodies. They have some 
technological interest in their design and aesthetic interest in their 
expression of their structure.

GODDEN MACKAY PTY LTD 78 GEORGE STREET REDFERN NSW 2016 PH: (02) 319 4811



SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: B13

Name: Two Elevated Water Tanks

Proposed Badgerys Creek
Airport Site:

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Overseas Telecommunications Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek
Commission Bringelly Remote 
Receiving Station 

No: B14
AMG Grid
Reference: East: 290000 North: 6244900

Location:
East side of Badgerys Creek Road, 2 km north of The Northern Road.

Description:
The Bringelly Radio Receiving Station consists of 317.58 hectares of fenced open pasture plus the main station 
building and a storage building, a large number of radio masts and their connections and, near to Badgerys Creek 
Road, the staff housing development area containing fifteen dwellings, swimming pool, tennis court, cricket ground 
and water tower. The Receiving Station is a single storey brick building with a two storey office section and a three 
storey tower, with low-pitched gable roof clad in corrugated asbestos cement. The staff housing development consists 
of the remaining fifteen brick domestic dwellings, all of the same simple Post-War Sydney Regional Bungalow style 
(c1950s). They are single storey, constructed of face brick and the corrugated asbestos cement roofs of five houses 
have been replaced with concrete tiles. The staff housing is arranged in a semi-circle around the central park 
containing swimming pools, a cricket ground and a tennis court. Several of the houses are in poor condition and have 
recently been partially demolished.

History:
The Overseas Telecommunications Commission Remote Receiving Station was built between 1952-1955 as part of 
a final upgrade of Overseas Telecommunications Commission facilities. The Bringelly site had been chosen as it 
was remote from intensive settlements, it was free of electrical interference and it had enough space for erection of 
modern aerial systems. The station provided radio telephone and telegraph services between Australia and a 
number of countries in Asia, America, South Africa and the United Kingdom, as well as ships at sea. The station 
operated into the 1990s until it was superceded by improved technology.

Bibliography:
Godden Mackay Pty Ltd (1995).

Significance Representative 
Historic 
Aesthetic
Social
Scientific

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Rare
R
L

Other Listings
National Estate Register □  Liverpool Draft LEP 2  

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust

Statement of Significance:
An interesting complex of utilitarian design which has historic 
associations with an important phase of development of 
communications technology in Australia. Although the original 
technology is now missing and the facility is largely redundant, it is the 
only surviving representative of the several such facilities which have 
existed and which played a vital role in the linking of Australia with the 
rest of the world after WW2.
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: B14

Name: OTC Bringelly Remote Receiving Station

Proposed Badgerys Creek
Airport Site: '

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Kelvin Park Homestead Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek

AMG Grid
No: B15 Reference: East: North:
Location:
On private road east off Badgerys Creek Road; north of Bringelly Remote Receiving Station.

Description:
Several buildings are associated with this property, the main house, the kitchen block, the Servants Quarters, the 
Coach House and two timber slab farm outbuildings. The main house is a single storey rendered brick Colonial 
Georgian style house which features expressed stone quoins to the building corners, a central entrance doorway with 
an arched fanlight across the top and sidelights and fifteen pane casement windows, nine on the upper sash, six on 
the lower, with timber louvred shutters to each window. There is a decorative timber valance to the bell-cast 
verandah which is carried on octagonal timber posts, paired at the main door. The verandah returns on three sides 
and at least one side is infilled. The roof is clad in corrugated iron. Sandstock brick paving surrounds the house and 
a covered walkway leads to a separate kitchen, stables and servants quarters. Mature garden plantings surrounding 
the main house and the rest of the property including jacarandas, poplars, eucalypts, pines, persimmons and other 
fruit trees. The kitchen block is of rendered brick and has double chimneys and a hipped gable corrugated iron roof 
with a bell-cast verandah carried on chamfered square timber posts. A small fibro addition is attached to the side 
furthest from the main house. The brick-paved covered walkway leads from the kitchen to the Servants Quarters . 
These are a single storey rendered brick cottage with a tall hipped gable roof of corrugated iron with a skillion 
verandah carried on chamfered square timber posts. A brick stables and coachhouse is beside the servants 
quarters. It has a steep pitch gable roof cald in corrugated iron and is U shaped in plan, the garages being in either 
wing. There are several sheds and bams, two of which are of timber slab construction, west of the main house. The 
furthest from the house has the remains of a dairy in its northern end. These sheds are in a dilapidated condition and 
have various ad-hoc additions in corrugated iron and timber.
History:
Thomas Laycock was granted 600 acres in 1818 in the Bringelly area and he built a fine house which he called "The 
Retreat". The house, kitchen and servants quarters date from this period. Laycock died in 1823 and the property 
then had a variety of owners and occupants, including being the Australian Agricultural Company's first Australian 
headquarters from 1824 to 1830. The A A Company leased the property for the reception of it personnel from 
England. For several months, the homestead sheltered seventy people, six hundred sheep, horses, cattle and 
supplies. The brick stables and coachhouse was added in 1851 under the ownership of Alfred Kennerley, who later 
became Premier of Tasmania. The homestead has remained largely intact since its establishment, however 283 
acres of land were purchased in 1954 for the construction of the Army Radio Receiving Station at Badgerys Creek.

Bibliography:
Australian Architects file PA960: Acquisition of site for Receiving Station, Department of the Army.

Significance Representative 
Historic 
Aesthetic 
Social R
Scientific

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Rare
S
S

Other Listings
National Estate Register □  Liverpool Draft LEP 0  

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust

Statement of Significance:
One of the rare fine-quality houses surviving from the early nineteenth 
century, Kelvin Park is an exceptional example of the style and form of 
an Australian colonial homestead, with its outbuildings largely intact and 
all in good condition. It is one of very few such buildings surviving from 
this period and it demonstrates an essential part of the European 
settlement history of this country. It has historic associations for its role 
in the settlement of the area, for the various notable occupants and as 
the original headquarters of the Australian Agricultural Company
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: B15 Proposed Badgerys Creek 
Airport Site:

Name: Kelvin Park Homestead

Additional Information:
and barns, two of which are of timber slab construction, west of the main house. The furthest from the house has the 
remains of a dairy in its northern end. These sheds are in a dilapidated condition and have various ad-hoc additions in
corrugated iron and timber.

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: 'Braeburn' Homestead Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek

No: B16
AMG Grid
Reference' Esst' 289750 Northi 6246850

Location:
Private Road off Longleys Road, Badgerys Creek. 1km south of Longleys Road and 1km west of Badgerys creek 
Road.

Description:
Single-storey farm homestead of timber construction built on brick piers. The main house has brick chimneys, long 
wide verandahs on all sides and hipped roof. Bull nosed vemdah roofs are supported on square chamfeed timber 
posts. External walls are clad with weatherboards( some rusticated, some splayed). A simple separate weatherboard 
shed is located close to the house. In 1991, Braeburn had been vacant for several years and was in a derelict 
condition. The current lease holders for the property, Mr and Mrs D E Nowland have since added that the buildings 
have been demolished and removed from the site. Not surveyed as there was no access to the property.

History:
Braeburn is a c.1910 homestead and associated land holdings. The farm occupies land originally within the eastern 
portion of John Blaxland's farm named 'Luddenham'. It was owned by the Longley family for many years this century.

Bibliography:
Neustein and Associates (1992).

Significance Representative 
Historic |_
Aesthetic
Social
Scientific

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Rare Statement of Significance:
Relic of the locality's settlement pattern of the turn of the century. 
Indicative of form and extent of domestic structures and remains 
associated with isolated farming settlements and families in the late 
nineteenth century.

Other Listings
National Estate Register Q  Liverpool Draft LEP 

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust Q
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European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: B16

Name: "Braeburn" Homestead

Proposed
Airport Site:

Badgerys Creek

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Former Badgerys Creek Butchery Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek

No: B17
AMG Grid
Reference: East: 291000 North: 6247800

Location:
North-east corner of the intersection of Badgerys Creek Road and Longleys Road, Badgerys Creek

Description:
A small brick building, now painted blue with a white painted central horizontal stripe. The site consists of the original 
butchery building and two later additions. All the building sections have corrugated iron roofing, with the earliest 
addition, on the south side, also being constructed of corrugated iron. There is a relatively recent pressed-brick 
addition to rear of the structure. The main building has a hipped roof, and both additions are skillion roofed. There are 
two pane sash windows, one on the original structure and one on the brick wing. There is also a short verandah with 
three supporting posts on the the north side of the building. The building is currently used as a depot by the Atomic 
Hire Company.

History:
The building was erected in the 1880s and served as the butchery for the Badgerys Creek inhabitants from its 
construction until 1994. The previous owner, Mr T Roots, suggests that it had only three owners, of which Jack 
Shadlow and his son were one. The Shadlows operated the business during most of the twentieth century and are 
remembered for delivering their meat to the individual residents in a meat cart. The cart carried whole and part 
carcasses and the customer's selections of meat were cut on demand in the cart. The butchery closed in 1994 and 
the building is currently used by Atomic Hire as its Badgerys Creek Depot office.

Bibliography:
Personal comment. Mr T Roots (1996).

Significance Representative Rare
Historic L
Aesthetic L
Social L
Scientific

Statement of Significance:
The Badgerys Creek butchery building is a typical example of a small 
semi-rural retail facility of the pre-WW2 period and demonstrates the 
form and extent of retail butchery in this context.
It is a relic of the locality's settlement pattern in the late nineteenth 
century.

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Other Listings
National Estate Register Liverpool Draft LEP T j 

NSW Heritage Council C  National Trust
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European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: B17 Proposed Badgerys Creek

Name: Former Badgerys Creek Butchery
Airport Site:

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: St. John's Anglican Church Site & Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek
Cemetery

AMG Grid
No: B18 Reference: EEest: 291150 North: 6248250
Location:
South side of Pitt Street, 150m east of Badgerys Creek Road, Badgerys Creek

Description:
The church building has been removed from this site. Gravel has been placed over the area where the church once 
stood and the rest of the site is grassed. Approximately thirty graves associated with this church remain in the 
churchyard and are ail dated to the early Twentieth Century, with none earlier than 1915. Most of the headstones are 
of sandstone, granite and/or concrete. There are some traditional plantings in the cemetery.

History:
St. John's Anglican Church and cemetery was built in the early 1900s to sevice the small rural community in the 
area. The church building was removed in the early 1990s following acquisition of the site by the Australian 
Government.

Bibliography:
Keating, C (1996)

Significance Representative
Historic R
Aesthetic L
Social L
Scientific

Rare
L

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Other Listings
National Estate Register □  Liverpool Draft LEP 52 

NSW Heritage Council Q  National Trust

Statement of Significance:
The Church site has historic associations as part of the development of 
the area and records the typical social facilities which were part of small 
rural communities in the late nineteenth century. The Cemetery has 
historic significance as an element which records the people and the 
development pattern of the area and has social significance as a burial 
place for the local community.
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European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: B18 Proposed Badgerys Creek 
Airport Site:

Name: St. Johns Anglican Church Site & Cemetery

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Badgerys Creek Uniting Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek
(Methodist) Church Site &
Cemetery AMG Grid

No: B19 Reference: Last: 291300 North: 6248300
Location:
North side of Pitt Street, 200m east of Badgerys Creek Road, Badgerys Creek

Description:
The church has been removed from this site. Two graves are enclosed within a small white picket fence north-west of 
the the church's original position. One of the graves has a sandstone headstone with marble name plate, dated 
December 1936, the other with an uncut piece of rock as a headstone has a steel plate with '1972' engraved upon it. 
Another space contains an depression in the ground indicating the area where a grave has been removed.

History:
Badgerys Creek Methodist Church and Cemetery was built in the early 1900s to service the small rural community in 
the area. The church was removed in the early 1990s following acquisition of the site by the Australian Government. 
A sign at the gate describes the church as The Uniting Church in Australia, Badgerys Creek'.

Bibliography:
Keating, C (1996).

Significance Representative Rare
Historic R
Aesthetic L
Social L
Scientific

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Other Listings
National Estate Register □  Liverpool Draft LEP 

NSW Heritage Council 0  National Trust

Statement of Significance:
The Church site has historic associations as part of the development of 
the area and records the typical social facilities which were part of small 
rural communities in the late nineteenth century. The Cemetery has 
historic significance as an element which records the people and the 
development pattern of the area and has social significance as a burial 
place for the local community.
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

B19

Name: Badgerys Creek Uniting (Methodist) Church Site

Proposed
Airport Site:

Badgerys Creek

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Farm Cottage Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek

AMG Grid
No: B20 Reference: Eest: 291900 North: 6248600
Location:
The eastern most house on the north side of Gardiner Road, Badgerys Creek.

Description:
A single storey weatherboard Georgian-style cottage with corrugated iron clad gable roof with skillion verandah 
carried on timber posts. It is small in scale but is well finished and well-preserved. It is part of a larger group of 
buildings which include a 1960s residence and a poultry farm.

History:
The site of the cottage lies on the eastern most area of John Blaxlands former estate, "Luddenham". Subdivided 
between 1859-64, the eastern lots were partitioned again in the 1880s-90s. This property was owned by an Austrian 
immigrant, Ralph Wiener, from the 1950s and this house was his residence until the property was purchased for the 
proposed airport, after which it has been leased. Ralph Wiener operated the poultry farm with a partner, Roger 
Woods, and the second residence was built in 1963 when Roger Woods was first married.

Bibliography:
Keating, C (1996).

Significance Representative 
Historic l_
Aesthetic |_
Social
Scientific

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Rare
L

Statement of Significance:
A typical turn-of-the-century modest farmhouse, apparantly in fair 
condition, which retains its gardens and semi-rural context. Although 
once common, cottages such as these have become quite rare in the 
vicinity during the last two decades

Other Listings
National Estate Register □  Liverpool Draft LEP □  

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996
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Name: Farm Cottage

Proposed
Airport Site:

Badgerys Creek

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Group of Farm Outbuildings Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek

AMG Grid
No: B21 f̂ gfgfQHCg* Easti 291500 North! 6248700
Location:
No. 5A Gardiner's Road, on the north side, 500m east of Badgerys Creek Road, Badgerys Creek

Description:
A group of farm outbuildings which appear to date from early to mid twentieth century These buildings have low- 
pitched corrugated iron skillion and hipped roofs, bush pole framing and walls of timber slabs. All are painted white 
and some have later wing additions. They are typical small farm outbuildings and appear to have a range of uses, 
including as stables, barns, garages and possibly a former dairy.

History:
This farm was possibly associated with later subdivision of Blaxland's East Luddenham Estate. The larger lots from 
the 1859-64 partition were again subdivided in the 1880s-90s during land speculation ventures, with most occupied 
for small-scale dairy and market garden farms.

Bibliography:
Keating, C (1996).

Significance Representative Rare
Historic L L
Aesthetic L
Social L
Scientific

Statement of Significance:
A small group of traditional farm outbuildings which were once typical of 
the area but are now rare in the vicinity. They demonstrate building 
techniques and designs for agricultural activities. They illustrate the 
nature of settlement in this vicinity in the early twentieth century.

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Other Listings
National Estate Register □  Liverpool Draft LEP Q, 

NSW Heritage Council [H National Trust
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: B21

Name: Group of Farm Outbuildings

Proposed Badgerys Creek
Airport Site:

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Bridge over Badgerys Creek Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek

No: B22
AMG Grid
Reference: East: 292200 North: 6248100

Location:
The bridge carries Pitt Street over Badgerys Creek, 1.1 km east of Badgerys Creek Road, Badgerys Creek

Description:
This bridge is a steel Warren-truss bridge made up of twinned C-section beams as top and bottom chords and box- 
section steel truss members with R S J's  as cross girders carrying the roadway. The deck is made up of longitudinal 
timber planking over transverse timber planking laid over logitudinal stringers, with the top surface asphalted. The 
welded truss members are bolted to the top and bottom chords.

History:
This bridge replaced an earlier timber bridge over the creek, believed to have been first built around 1910. This 
bridge dates from after WW2.

Bibliography:

Significance Representative 
Historic l_
Aesthetic |_
Social
Scientific

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Rare Statement of Significance:
A pleasant low-scale steel bridge of simple, functional form which 
connects Badgerys Creek township with properties on the east side of 
the creek. Typical of a large number of small bridges in NSW.

Other Listings
National Estate Register Q  Liverpool Draft LEP 2! 

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Original Badgerys Creek Public 
School Buildings

Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek 

AMG Grid
No: B23 Reference: East: 291100 North: 6248350
Location:
North-east corner of the intersection of Pitt Street and Road, Badgerys Creek

Description:
The original school building is a small square weatherboard building, set on brick piers, with a gabled, corrugated iron 
roof and half enclosed skillion verandah. It has four pane casement windows . The school room was constructed in 
c1914 and now serves as an office. There is another weatherboard building which is similar in form but of more recent 
construction, as well as a new brick building.
A small dilapidated building also within the school grounds is constructed of unpainted weatherboards, with a 
corrugated iron gable roof and bull-nosed verandah. The core of the building is of very traditional construction and 
form, but overall it shows a mixture of materials from different periods. It is mounted on modern brick piers.

History:
The public school was first proposed for Badgerys Creek in 1891 but was not approved till 1894, at which time the 
land was purchased and a building erected. This was replaced with the current building, erected in 1914. The village 
of Badgerys Creek was established following the subdivision of the larger estates in the 1880s. The formal 
establishment of villages led to the provision of services for new settlers. The public school at Badgerys Creek has 
seen varying levels of enrolments but has been a single teacher school for most of its life until the late 1960s. During 
the 1970s, facilities were improved and enrolments soared to around 120 pupils with five teachers and a 
headmaster. The announcement of the airport proposal however has diminished these figures during the last 
decade. During the 1990s, a timber cottage from a neighbouring property was moved to the school to become a art 
classroom. It was repaired and the timber verandah added, using second-hand materials.

Bibliography:
Keating, C (1996).

Significance Representative Rare
Historic R
Aesthetic R
Social L
Scientific

Statement of Significance:
A fine and representative example of a small rural school which 
contains original elements that date back to the turn of the century. The 
school has historic significance as an element in the development of the 
area and aesthetic qualities in its historic buildings and its setting. It has 
social significance for the local community and for past students and 
residents of the area.

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Other Listings
National Estate Register Q  Liverpool Draft LEP j2; 

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust
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B23

Name: Original Badgerys Creek Public School Buildings

Proposed
Airport Site:

Badgerys Creek

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: The Northern Road Proposed Airport Site: Badgerys Creek

AMG Grid
No: B24 Reference: East: 290300/286990 North: 6242000/6250400

Location:
Line of Road running between Bringelly Road and Elizabeth Drive along the Western side of the study area, passing 
through Luddenham.

Description:
A two lane sealed road that runs between Camden and the Richmond Road at Bligh Park north of the study site. The 
alignment of the portion of the road within the study area runs true to the original except for a small diversion in 
Luddenham. The original alignment remains but has had its name changed to Eaton Road.

History:
The Northern Road was one of the earliest roads int he area joining the settlements of Camden in the south and 
Richmond to the north. Originally constructed sometime around 1826 it was described by Mrs Felton Matthews, wife 
of the Government Surveyor, in 1833 as having precipitous hollows and being impassable after rain. The road ran 
through the centre of John Blaxland's Luddenham estate and when this was first subdivided for settlement in 1859 
the road served as the main road for the new village of Luddenham. It continues to serve as a major thoroughfare 
through Luddenham with only a small deviation from its original course in Luddenham at the site of the former 
Lawson's Inn.

Bibliography:
Keating (1996)
Ballieres New South Wales Gazetteer and Road Guide (1866).

Significance Representative 
Historic p
Aesthetic 
Social
Scientific L

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Rare

Other Listings
National Estate Register □  Liverpool Draft LEP L  

NSW Heritage Council □  National Trust

Statement of Significance:
An early road route throgh the area which is an integral part of the 
historic development of the region which developed around it. It is 
indicative of the nature, form and context of early development of the 
area. It is one of the earliest road routes leading through the Badgerys 
Creek area and played a major determining role in the historic 
development of the village of Luddenham.
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: B24

Name: The Northern Road

Proposed
Airport Site:

Badgerys Creek

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Army Range Control Headquarters Proposed Airport Site: Holsworthy

No: H1 AMG Grid
Reference: East: 308300 North: 6238150

Location:
200m south of Artillery Road, 600m east of Moorebank Avenue, Liverpool Military District.

Description:
The Range Control Building is a circa 1980s brick building, square in plan and largely single storey but with the 
central section raised to two storeys as an observation room with windows on all four sides. The roof is a low- 
pitched, hipped and clad in corrugated metal. Windows are metal framed. It has four ancillary buildings adjacent: a 
brick store building and a profiled steel clad store building, both of recent vintage, a timber and CAC clad 
garage/store and a weatherboard clad traditional Army-pattern office building, probably dating from the 1940s/50s. 
Two large circular concrete water reservoirs stand on the western side of the Range Control facilities.

History:
The Holsworthy Firing Range has been in constant use by the Australian Army since it took over the area 
immediately prior to W W 1. The operations and areas in use have varied greatly over this time. The present Range 
Control Building is the latest in a succession of facilities that have performed a similar function over the years.

Bibliography:

Significance Representative Rare 
Historic |_
Aesthetic L
Social L
Scientific
S= State R= Regional L= Local 

Other Listings
National Trust (Landscape Cons Area) SZ 
NSW Heritage Council HU

_____ National Estate Register_____________HH

Statement of Significance:
A simple modern building which is functionally designed for its purpose 
and has some aesthetic qualities in its proportions and materials. It has 
associations with the operation of the Firing Range over a long period 
and represents the focal point of the area's activity.
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European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: H1

Name: Army Range Control Headquarters

Proposed
Airport Site:

Holsworthy

Additional Information:

Photo:

^  -

GODDEN MACKAY PTY LTD 78 GEORGE STREET REDFERN NSW 2016 PH: (02) 9319 4811



SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Harris Creek Farmhouse Ruins

No: H2

Proposed Airport Site: 

AMG Grid
Reference: East: 308070

Holsworthy

North: 6235630
Location:
The site is located approximately 400m west of Harris Creek, 2.75 km south of Artillery Road (within the Small Arms 
Danger Area)

Description:
This site is the site of a farm homestead and contains the wall footings and foundations of the house, including 
intact doorsteps, a well nearby with intact sandstone capping and garden beds with intact borders and remnant 
garden plantings including large succulents. The site remains relatively undisturbed.

History:
This part of the Holsworthy area is the southern extremity of the Moorebank Estate which was bequeathed to the 
Church of England in 1840 and then subdivided for farms in 1888. By 1900, the Liverpool Progress Association 
estimated that seventy families were resident on the Moorebank Estate. This property appears to have been 
owned by Rudolph te Kloot (sic) according to a schedule drawn up in 1908 for the Commonwealth Government 
prior to resumption of the land for military purposes in 1913.

Bibliography:

Representative Rare
L
L

Significance
Historic 
Aesthetic 
Social
Scientific L
S= State R= Regional L= Local

Other Listings
National Trust (Landscape Cons Area) Yl 
NSW Heritage Council D

_____ National Estate Register_____________ l _ i

Statement of Significance:
This site has technological/research significance associated with 
potential intact archaeological remains relating to late nineteenth 
century European immigration to NSW.
It is a relic of the locality's settlement pattern of the late nineteenth 
century.
It is representative of the form and extent of domestic structures and 
remains associated with isolated farming settlements and families in the 
late nineteenth century.
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: H2

Name: Harris Creek Farmhouse Ruins

Proposed
Airport Site:

Holsworthy

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Remains of Masonry Wall

No: H3

Proposed Airport Site: 

AMG Grid
Reference: East: 311350

Holsworthy

North: 6235770
Location:
Western side of the Williams River, south-east of the Holsworthy Airfield landing strip

Description:
Sandstone masonry and mortar remains. Dated to the turn of the 20th Century. These remains were not inspected 
but are reported as being fragmentary sections of walling.

History:
Believed to be associated with the occupation of the vicinity by the Australian Army, particularly during World War 
One.

Bibliography:

Significance
Historic
Aesthetic
Social

Representative
L

Rare Statement of Significance:
Scientific/Research significance associated with potential intact 
archaeological remains relating to late nineteenth century European 
occupation of NSW.
Relic of the locality's settlement pattern of the late nineteenth century.

Scientific
S= State R=Regional L= Local

Other Listings
National Trust (Landscape Cons Area) £
NSW Heritage Council □
National Estate Register m

i _ i
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European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: H3

Name: Remains of Masonry Wall

Proposed
Airport Site:

Holsworthy

Additional Information:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Adam's house and well remains Proposed Airport Site: Holsworthy

No: H4
AMG Grid
Reference: East: 307080 North: 6231100

Location:
East of the River Road and 200m north of the No Bridge Road intersection.

Description:
The remains of a sandstone block constructed house and sandstone well are located near the north end of the 
Grodno settlement dry stone wall. The chimney remains consist of footings which stand to c.50mm height, 
consisting of dressed sandstone blocks of various sizes bonded with a sandy mud mortar. Beside the chimney, a 
small posthole bound with stones was visible in the ground. The remains suggest the house was constructed with a 
verandah on the eastern side and with the chimney at the northwest corner of the building. The ruins are 
deteriorated and overgrown and the outline of the structure is obscured. The well or cistern is southeast of the 
house and is approximately 3m by 4m wide, cut into sandstone bedrock with stone block upper courses, and still 
contains water.

History:
The name R.S. Adams is marked on a map of the area showing landowners associated with the Eckersley 
settlement. The settlement of Eckersley began in the second half of the 1880s after land in the area was opened 
up by The Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1884. It was a cosmopolitan settlement of mostly French and Russian 
Polish immigrants, whose main agricultural concern was the growing of grapes for wine. As with most other 
structures in the Holsworthy Firing Range, the house was probably demolished after the Army took control of the 
area in 1913.

Bibliography:
Keating, C (1996); National Trust (196).

Statement of Significance:
Technological/Research significance associated with potential intact 
archaeological remains relating to late nineteenth century European 
immigration to NSW.

Relic of the locality's settlement pattern of the late nineteenth century.

Representative of the form and extent of domestic structures and 
remains associated with isolated farming settlements and families in the 
late nineteenth century.

Historical associations with the development of the winery and grape 
industry in Australia.

Significance Representative
Historic L
Aesthetic L
Social L
Scientific L
S= State R=Regional L= Local

Other Listings
National Trust (Landscape Cons Area) ®
NSW Heritage Council
National Estate Register L_i
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Name: Adam's House & well remains - Grodno

Proposed
Airport Site:

Holsworthy

Additional Information:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Grodno Settlement - Dry Stone Wall Proposed Airport Site: Holsworthy
and Irrigation Channels

No: H5
AMG Grid
Reference: East: 306900 North: 6231700

Location:
On the east side of the River (or Greenhills) Road, 600m south of the intersection with the Long Nose Point Road, 
200m north of the No Bridge Road intersection.

Description:
This dry stone wall originally surrounded the settlement of Grodno. The wall is constructed using bush stones of 
varying sizes, dry-laid in the manner of traditional English and European farm fences. The wall is approximately 
250m long on the west side of the property and stands to a maximum height of 2m in some places. It also exists on 
the eastern extremity of the property, where it encircles the head of the creek valley for a distance of approximately 
500m. There are the remains of a post and wire fence continuing the fence alignment on the north-east side. A 
return and an opening to the wall were located in the far north western end. The irrigation channels are excavated 
into the ground and lined with stone in places. They are extensive and continue to carry water in periods of heavy 
rain. One notable section dives under an existing stone shelf and reappears further east. The area generally bears 
traces of previous clearing and construction and may contain a range of remnant evidence of the settlement not yet 
identified.

History:
The Grodno Settlement was taken up under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1884 by L. Wroblewski. A report in 
the September 1889 edition of the Cumberland Argus noted a new community had established at Eckersley south 
of Holsworthy - "a novel settlement (of) thirteen Russian Poles, under a Russian nobleman named De Liski, who 
finds the money (and each has) selected 640 acres of land, and are planting it out with grapes, almonds, figs and 
olives. The foreigners reckon they have struck the best land in the world for vine growing and intend to show the 
world the best champagne yet uncorked". Other people of different origins, predominantly French, settled around 
the area however, from the name, it is obvious Wroblewski was associated with the Russian Poles indicated 
above. About 1894 the Polish-bom vigneron, Isaac Himmelhock, a Sydney Financier, took over the 370 acre 
Grodno selection and built a magnificent free stone cellar that was 70 feet long with walls over two feet thick, plus 
three wells, one of cut stone, to supply gravity-fed stone irrigation channels. Grodno is indicated on a 1908 map of 
the area. When the Army took over in 1913 it is reported by Keith Longhurst that none of the property owners 
received compensation.

Bibliography:
C Keating, (1996); Keith Longhurst personal comment, (1996).

Significance
Historic 
Aesthetic
Social 
Scientific 
S= State R= Regional L= Local

Representative

L
R

Rare
R
R

Other Listings
National Trust (Landscape Cons Area) 0
NSW Heritage Council
National Estate Register_____________i_I

Statement of Significance:
Technological/Research significance associated with potential intact 
archaeological remains relating to late nineteenth century European 
immigration to NSW.
Relic of the locality's settlement pattern of the late nineteenth century. 
Representative of the form and extent of domestic structures and 
remains associated with isolated farming settlements and families in the 
late nineteenth century.
Historical associations with the development of the winery and grape 
industry in Australia. An excellent example of traditional dry-stone 
walling construction techniques and of traditional irrigation methods.
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Name: Grodno Settlement - Dry Stone Settlement Wall

Proposed
Airport Site:

Holsworthy

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Grodno Settlement - Winery Cellar Proposed Airport Site: Holsworthy
and Well

No: H6 AMG Grid
Reference: East: 307200 North: 6231500

Location:
East of the River Road and 200m north of the No Bridge Road intersection.

Description:
This site comprises the remains of a two room building with an internal dividing wall, plus a well or cistern. The 
remaining footings of the walls are constructed of large, dressed bush stone blocks with shell-lime mortar. These 
footings sit between 500mm to 1m below the current ground level. The floor would likely have been level with the 
existing ground surface allowing space below the floorboards to circulate cool air. this was a construction technique 
which enabled the rooms to be maintained at a low temperature, neccesary for keeping the grapes from ruining in 
the high temperatures encountered in the region. The most intact of these two rooms is c.10m wide by c.7m long. 
The whole structure is approximately 10m wide and 20m long. The wall remains are intact up to 1.5m high in places. 
The remains of the second room are obscured by overgrowth but is possibly of similar dimension. Semi-dressed 
stone from the building is scattered around the vicinity of the site. A number of large, mature Eucalypts are growing 
within the interior of the ruins. Many fragments of terracotta roofing tiles, most stamped "GRANVILLE", lie scattered 
and broken around the ruins. A large well or cistern is situated south of the wine cellar, cut into the natural 
sandstone and rendered with cement. It is approximately 5m in diameter, is of unknown depth and is currently 
covered with wire mesh. A few small, partially dressed sandstone blocks sit around the edge of the well. They were 
possibly placed there recently to mark the well. A number of machine stamped sandstock bricks, some with 
attached mortar bonding, lie scattered around the vicinity of these two features. They include the manufacture
marks "Rl I I11" and "I LV FR Pn n tJ---------------------------------------------------------------------
History:
The Grodno Settlement was taken up under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1884 by L Wroblewski. A report in 
the September 1889 edition of the Cumberland Argus noted a new community had established at Eckersley south 
of Holsworthy - "a novel settlement (of) thirteen Russian Poles, under a Russian nobleman named De Liski, who 
finds the money (and each has) selected 640 acres of land, and are planting it out with grapes, almonds, figs and 
olives. The foreigners reckon they have struck the best land in the world for vine growing and intend to show the 
world the best champagne yet uncorked". Other people of different origins, predominantly French settled around 
the area howeve.r it is obvious Wroblewski was associated with the Russian Poles indicated above. About 1894 
the Polish born and vigneron, Isaac Himmelhock, a Sydney Financier, took over the 370 acre Grodno selection and 
built a magnificent free stone cellar that was 70 feet long with walls over two feet thick, plus three wells, one of cut 
stone, to supply gravity-fed stone irrigation channels. Grodno is indicated on a 1908 map of the area. When the 
Army took over in 1913 it is reported by Keith Longhurst that none of the property owners received compensation.

* Bibliography:
C. Keating, (1996).

Significance Representative Rare 
Historic l_
Aesthetic l_
Social L
Scientific L

S= State R= Regional L= Local 

Other Listings
National Trust (Landscape Cons Area) H  
NSW Heritage Council

_____ National Estate Register_____________

Statement of Significance:
Archaeological remains demonstrate processes involving wine making 
in a small community establishment. Associated with the historic 
development of the winery and grape industry in Australia.
Local significance associated with the social interaction of a small 
Eastern European wine growing community established in the mid 
1880s.
Demonstrates the combined use of local and imported materials to 
construct a substantial structure.
Scientific/Research significance associated with potential intact 
archaeological remains relating to late nineteenth century European 
immigration to NSW.
Relic of the locality's settlement pattern of the late nineteenth century.
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SECOND SYDNEY A IRPO RfElS-
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Grodno Settlement - Winery Cellar and Well

Proposed
Airport Site:

Holsworthy

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Rubbish Dump and Well on Proposed Airport Site: Holsworthy
Himmelhoch Property, Grodno
Settlement AMG GridNo: H7 Rgfgrgncg; Easti 307075 Norths 6230710

Location:
East side of the River Road, 200m north of the No Bridge Road intersection.

Description:
A rubbish dump and a filled well or cistern are the only visible remains of occupation of this part of Himmelhoch's 
property. The dump contained fragments from condiment, pharmaceutical and other glass bottles. Ceramic shards, 
rusted metal pieces, "BULLI" bricks, clock parts etc were also visible. The material in the dump was significantly 
domestic in nature. The dump was not concentrated within a pit but rather scattered across and below a sandstone 
rock ledge. The well or cistern remains as a shallow circular depression in the ground to the west of the dump. It 
also appears to have been used as a dump, as there is similar material as found in the main dump visible amongst 
the soil within the circular depression.

History:
The Grodno Settlement was taken up under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1884 by L Wroblewski. A report in 
the September, 1889 edition of the Cumberland Argus noted a new community had established at Eckersley south 
of Holsworthy - "a novel settlement (of) thirteen Russian Poles, under a Russion nobleman named De Liski, who 
finds the money (and each has) selected 640 acres of land, and are planting it out with grapes, almonds, figs and 
olives. The foreigners reckon they have struck the best land in the world for vine growing and intend to show the 
world the best champagne yet uncorked". Other people of different origins, predominantely French, settled around 
the area however, from the name it is obvious Wroblewski was associated with the Russion Poles indicated above. 
About 1894 the Polish born and vigneron, Issac Himmelbock, a Sydney Financier, took over the 370 acre Grodno 
selection and built a magnificent free stone cellar that was 70 feet long with walls over two feet thick, plus three 
wells, one of cut stone, to supply gravity-fed stone irrigation channels. Grodno is indicated on a 1908 map of the 
area. When the Army took over in 1913 it is reported by Keith Longhurst that none of the property owners received 
compensation.

Bibliography:
Keating, C (1996); Keith Longhurst personal comment (1996).

Representative
L

Significance
Historic 
Aesthetic 
Social
Scientific L
S= State R= Regional L= Local

Rare

Other Listings
National Trust (Landscape Cons Area)
NSW Heritage Council CD
National Estate Register____________ u

Statement of Significance:
Scientific/Research significance associated with potential 
archaeological remains relating to late nineteenth century European 
immigration to NSW.
Relic of the locality's settlement pattern of the late nineteenth century. 
Indicative of form and extent of domestic structures and remains 
associated with isolated farming settlements and families in the late 
nineteenth century.
Associated with the historic development of the winery and grape 
industry in Australia.
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPtiRt ElS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Rubbish Dump and Well on Himmelhoch
Property

Proposed
Airport Site:

Holsworthy

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Remains of Kelso's Homestead Proposed Airport Site: Holsworthy

AMG Grid
No= H8 Reference: East: 305550 North: 6229660
Location:
On the western side of the road along the ridge between the Georges River and Punchbowl Creek, in the vicinity of 
the highest land point at the north end of this road, 1.5 km north-east of the intersection of this road with the Old 
Coach Road near Frere's Crossing.

Description:
This site includes the remains of a bush stone structure with a small oven-like feature in the exterior wall on one 
end, the footings of two buildings and other scattered artefacts. The bush-stone structure was described by local 
sources as a bread oven (Corporal Bob Thompson, personal comment, December 1996). The remains are 1.4m 
long by 3m wide and include a paved stone verandah which joins onto another set of building footings constructed 
of small sandstone aggregate pieces bonded together with mud and shell mortar with an exterior render. This 
building is 6m long by 4.5m wide. The remnant doorway has been blocked by sandstone blocks. Another feature 
nearby sits on a rock ledge, constructed of dry-laid bush stone, which appears to post-date the Kelso phase of 
occupation. There is a well or cistern on the east side of the "bread oven", still containing water. Scatters of rubbish 
were located nearby the "oven". These contain domestic refuse contemporary with the Kelso family occupation of 
the site, including glass, ceramic, rusted metal and other miscellaneous artefacts.

History:
Charles Kelso, who was involved in the wine and spirit business in London, emigrated to Australia in the late 1880s 
with his wife and son Edmond. Charles Kelso had met Leonce Frere in the late 1850s while learning the wine and 
spirit trade. When Charles emigrated to Australia, he was offered a job with Leonce Frere, who also suggested 
they take up some land at Eckersley. Charles Kelso selected land adjoining O'Hares Creek and the Old Coach 
Road, whilst Edmond Kelso's selection (the land with which this inventory sheet concerned) adjoined the George's 
River and Punchbowl Creek. Charles Kelso soon realised that his rocky land was useless for cultivation and 
forfeited it in 1892. Two houses were built on Edmond Kelso's land, each with stone walls and floors, detached 
kitchen and covered walkway. Edmond Kelso's property was referred to as Punchbowl whilst his father's property 
to the south was known as 'L Hermitage'. The family of Edmond Kelso abandoned their Eckersley property around 
the turn of the century.

Bibliography:
K Longhurst, H Baimsfather and V Fowler (1995).

Significance Representative
Historic L

Aesthetic L

Social L

Scientific
S= State R= Regional L= Local

Other Listings

Rare Statement of Significance:
Scientific/Research significance associated with potential intact 
archaeological remains relating to late nineteenth century European 
occupation in outlying areas of NSW.
Relic of the locality's settlement pattern of the late nineteenth century. 
Indicative of form and extent of domestic structures and remains 
associated with isolated farming settlements and domestic occupation 
in the late nineteenth century.
Possible association with the historic development of the winery and 
grape industry in Australia.

National Trust (Landscape Cons Area) 0  
NSW Heritage Council 
National Estate Register
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s e c o n d  S y d n e y  a ir p o r t  EIS
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Etchell's Hut and Dam remains

No: H9

Proposed Airport Site: 

AMG Grid
Reference: East: 304832

Holsworthy

North: 6228995
Location:
At the head of the creek gully, on the east side of the Georges River, approximately 700m EN E of Frere's Crossing.

Description:
The hut built by Frank Etchell is a four walled single room building constructed of bush stone bonded with mud 
mortar, located on a flat rock ledge. The south and east walls are the most intact elements of the building and the 
traces of an opening or entrance are visible in the eastern wall. The southern wall is approximately 3-4m high and 
appears to be complete. A fallen tree lies across the top of the southern wall and another is growing out of the 
foundations of the western wall which is causing considerable disturbance to the foundations of the remains. The 
structure is c5m by 5m wide. There is also evidence of a cleared area north west of the remains which may indicate 
the track used to reach the building and the cleared paddocks associated with the house. South-west of the hut is 
the remains of an earth walled dam on the head of the adjacent creek, with a carved spillway channel running along 
the east side to rejoin the creek.

History:
Frank Ernest Etchells selected two hundred acres to the north of George Frere on Block 36. Albert Harry Etchells 
owned 91 acres further to the south. These selections were made under the 1884 Crown Lands Application Act 
and are associated with the development of the Eckersley settlement. Frank and his brother are more known for 
operating illegal liquor stills which produced 'moonshine'. This moonshine was then delivered by packhorse to 
miners in Buili. In the early 1890s, Frank Etchells went to the gold diggings in Western Australia and he built a 
stone hut with no window or chimney at this time in which to store all his possessions. The hut has been slowly 
falling down since the Army takeover of the area in 1913.

Bibliography:
Keith Longhurst, personal comment (1996). Col. Bob Thomspon, personal comment, (1996). K. Longhurst, H. 
Bairnsfather and V. Fowler (1995).

Representative Rare
L
L

Significance
Historic 
Aesthetic 
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Scientific L
S= State R= Regional L= Local

Other Listings
National Trust (Landscape Cons Area) iifi
NSW Heritage Council D

_____ National Estate Register_____________ D

Statement of Significance:
Scientific/Research significance associated with potential intact 
archaeological remains relating to late nineteenth century European 
occupation in outlying areas of NSW.
Relic of the locality's settlement pattern of the late nineteenth century. 
Indicative of form and extent of domestic structures and remains 
associated with isolated farming settlements and families in the late 
nineteenth century.
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPOF T EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Etchell's Hut and Dam remains

Proposed
Airport Site:

Holsworthy

Additional Information:

Photo:
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Name: Remains of four concrete wine vats Proposed Airport Site: Holsworthy

AMG Grid
No: H10 Reference: East: 304400 North: 6228400

Location:
Located 300m west of the Old Coach Road, 800m south-east of Frer’s Crossing.

SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Description:
Four vats constructed of pebble aggregate bonded with shell-lime mortar and rendered with concrete. Originally 
c.3m x 3m, they have recently been destroyed by army artillery activity. At least one is identifiable today, though 
damaged. The concrete slab of an associated shed is said to remain on the ground surface nearby, but was not 
located.

History:
G. P. (George) Frere selected 320 acres (Lot 34) under the Crown Land. Alienation Act of 1884. G.P. Frere 
migrated from France with his parents, who were were winemakers, in 1875. In France, around the early 1880s, it 
had been discovered that growing grapes in sandy soil destroyed one of the dangerous insects that attacked 
grapes. When, in the late 1880s, the Frere's heard that land was being opened up for settlement at Eckersley, 
they may have believed its sandy soil would render vines resistant to the insect. Large acreages were selected in 
the names of L'eonce, Gartare and George. George Frere is reputed to have had two houses on his property - an 
old slab house and one built of weatherboards. He grew grape vines and pressed the grapes on the site and the 
vats constructed as part of this process. No evidence suggests that wine was made on this property. After 1906 
the Eckersley selections were gradually abandoned, after the area was proposed for a Military Reserve. The Army 
took over the area in 1913 and have progressively demolished all standing structures.

Bibliography:
Keith Longhurst, Hugh Bairnsfather and V Fowler (1995); National Trust (1996); Keating, C (1996).

Significance
Historic

Representative Rare Statement of Significance:
Technological/Research significance associated with potential intact

L archaeological remains relating to late nineteenth century European
Aesthetic immigration to NSW.

Social Relic of the locality's settlement pattern of the late nineteenth century. 
Representative of the form and extent of domestic structures and

Scientific L remains associated with isolated farming settlements and families in the 
late nineteenth century.

S= State R= Regional L= Local Historical associations with the development of the winery and grape
Other Listings industry in Australia.

National Trust (Landscape Cons Area) E
NSW Heritage Council □
National Estate Register □
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT ElS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

H10

Name: Remains of four concrete wine vats

Proposed
Airport Site:

Holsworthy

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Engineers Bridge Proposed Airport Site: Holsworthy

No: H11
AMG Grid
Reference: Fast: 305100 North: 6227900

Location:
This bridge carries the Engineers Bridge Road over Punchbowl Creek, 500m east of the Old Coach Road.

Description:
A steel arch and box girder truss bridge of the Bailey Bridge pre-fabricated type. It comprises box truss girder 
sections bolted together and linked by lightweight RsJs as cross-bearers. The roadway is supported by a trussed 
steel arch over the river, similarily assembled, with the roadway and arch linked across two structural panels. The 
bridge carries a single traffic lane on a timber deck with longitudinal wheel planks laid over transverse planking.lt 
was constructed in the 1980s by Army Reservists and is reputedly the only example where the Bailey Bridge 
sections have been used as a trussed arch in combination with the trussed girder roadway.

History:
The original bridge over Punchbowl Creek was replaced by the army with the bridge that currently exists after the 
previous bridge was destroyed, according to Keith Longhurst (local historian), when a heavy army vehicle was 
driven across the bridge too quickly. The road appears to have been made since the military takeover in 1913.

Bibliography:
Keith Longhurst, personal comment, (1996).

Statement of Significance:
An interesting example of the Army's traditional Bailey Bridge, a military 
design developed for rapid erection and portability of its components. 
While in common use within the army over several decades, few 
permanent examples exist in NSW. This is the only known example 
which utilises an arched structure under the roadway.

A picturesque and dramatic structure in a pleasant natural bushland 
setting.

Significance 
Historic 
Aesthetic 
Social 
Scientific
S= State R= Regional L= Local

Representative Rare
L
L R
L

Other Listings
National Trust (Landscape Cons Area) S i
NSW Heritage Council D
National Estate Register L j
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Engineers Bridge

No: H11 Proposed Holsworthy
Airport Site:

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Nat (Nathaniel) Bull's House Site

No: H12

Proposed Airport Site: 

AMG Grid
Reference: East: 307886

Holsworthy

North: 6228407
Location:
Site is approximately 150m south west of the intersection of the River Road and the New lllawarra Road, at the 
location known as 'Nat Bull'.

Description:
This site consists of the remains of stone footings of a house, which had a brick chimney, and an associated in- 
ground water cistern. The footings are constructed of dressed bush rock and shell-lime mortar and are 
approximately 4m-5m long and c1.5m wide. Bitumen covered some exposed footings along the west and south 
walls. Whilst the outline of the structure was visible, much of it is concealed below accumulated soils and fallen 
foliage of the surrounding Casurina trees which also grow through the foundations. The cistern, which still contains 
water, is located north-east of the building remains, cut into sandstone bedrock and approximately 4.5m - 5m wide. 
One course of dressed bush stone blocks remains in place around part of the edge of the cistern. Other such 
blocks are scattered around the vicinity of the site, as well as some hand-moulded sandstock bricks.

History:
The house built for Nathanial Bull is contemporaneous with the settlement at Eckersley which begain in 1884. 
Nathanial George Bull and Sons established the Commercial Stores in 1880 in Liverpool. In the 1880s, Bull's store 
was one of the two premier emporiums in the town of Liverpool. Bull, a prominent local citizen, was Liverpool's 
mayor in 1887 and 1888 and, as president of the Liverpool Protectionist Association, had been elected in 1886 as 
the only protectionist for the seat of Central Cumberland. It is unknown whether Bull still owned the house at the 
time of the military takeover of the area in 1913, however, a 1908 map of the area marks the site with "Nat Bull - 
Large Underground Tank".

Bibliography:
1908 Map of the Holsworthy area held in Mitchell Library. C Keating (1996).

Significance Representative Rare Statement of Significance:
Historic
Aesthetic

L
L

Scientific/Research significance associated with potential intact 
archaeological remains relating to late nineteenth century European 
immigration to NSW.

Social L
Relic of the locality's settlement pattern of the late nineteenth century. 
Indicative of form and extent of domestic structures and remains

Scientific L associated with isolated farming settlements and families in the late

S= State R= Regional L= Local
nineteenth century.
Associated with the historic development of the winery and grape

Other Listings
National Trust (Landscape Cons Area)

industry in Australia.

NSW Heritage Council □
National Estate Register n
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT £IS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Nat Bull House Site

No: H12 Proposed Holsworthy
Airport Site:

Additional Information:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Eckersley Post Office Site Proposed Airport Site: Holsworthy

AMG GridNo: H13 Reference: Esst: 308235 North: 6226260
Location:
Along the army road between Nat Bull and Giles Junction

Description:
Site inspection revealed a line of approximately thirty upended and undressed bush stone boulders lining the road 
edge. According to oral history information, these boulders distinguish the driveway entrance into the Post Office 
(Keith Longhurst, personal comment, November 1996). Remains of at least three different structures, all heavily 
obscured by overgrowth, were located in the vicinity of the Post Office site. It is not known which of these 
represents the remains of the Post Office itself. The first structure consisted of rectangular shaped footings of well 
dressed sandstone blocks, approximately 5m wide by 9m long. The blocks visible within the remains were an 
average size of 500mm x 20mm x 30mm. Remnant fragments of corrugated iron were visible nearby the structure. 
The second structure comprised walls of sandstone blocks with yellowed mud mortar bonding, approximately 8m 
long by 4m wide, with a sloped interior depression. These remains resemble the many army tank pads encountered 
during survey, however the depth of the central depression would not have adequately covered and protected a 
tank. In addition the stones associated with such army sites are generally dry-laid, unlike these which were bonded 
with mud mortar. It is possible that the remains of an early structure have been adapted for military use. The third 
feature consisted of a circular stone wall, the remains varying between 2-3 courses high of roughly cut, flat 
sandstone blocks. Approximately ten metres of the feature's length was visible, also highly obscured by bush 
overgrowth.

History:
The settlement of Eckersley began in the second half of the 1880s after land in the area was opened up by The 
Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1884 It was a cosmopolitan settlement with people of mostly French and Russian 
Polish descent whose main concern was the growing of grapes for wine. In 1891 the residents of Eckersley 
petitioned successfully for a Post Office to be constructed. The Post Office is marked on a 1908 map of the area, 
however, it most probably was destroyed soon after the army took over the area in 1913.

Bibliography:
C. Keating, (1996). 1908 Map of Area in Mitchell Library.

Significance
Historic
Aesthetic
Social
Scientific

Representative
L

L
L

Rare

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Other Listings
National Trust (Landscape Cons Area) 0
NSW Heritage Council
National Estate Reaister EH

Statement of Significance:
Local significance associated with the social interaction of a small 
Eastern European wine growing community established in the mid 
1880s.
Scientific/Research significance associated with potential intact 
archaeological remains relating to late nineteenth century European 
immigration to NSW.
Relic of the locality’s settlement pattern of the late nineteenth century. 
Indicative of form and extent of domestic structures and remains 
associated with isolated farming settlements and families in the late 
nineteenth century.
Associated with the historic development of the winery and grape 
industry in Australia.
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT ElS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: H13 Proposed Holsworthy

Name: Eckersley Post Office Site
Airport Site:

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Eckersley House Cellar / Rock Proposed Airport Site: Holsworthy
Shelter

No: H14
AMG Grid
Reference: East: 308660 North: 6226550

Location:
Site is approximately 350m east of the New lllawarra Road, approximately north of the intersection with Engineer's 
Bridge Road.

Description:
A rock shelter constructed of sandstone with elevated dressed bush stone walls bonded with mud and shell-lime 
mortar. These walls support a large overhanging rock at the entrance. The rear "roof' of the shelter is missing. The 
sandstone of the interior is fretted and deteriorated. The entrance to the shelter is approximately 1.5m high. The 
rear wall is c.2m high. The internal area is c.3m long by 2m wide. A scatter of semi-dressed bush stones lie around 
the entrance. The rear wall of the shelter bears the engraving/graffitti "E  W  1953 5/2/584". A set of three stairs have 
been carved into the rock leading down to the entrance. The shelter may represent a depression hut of the c.1920- 
30 period. However it is more likely that this feature is the cellar associated with the house on the Eckersley 
property. Fragments of glazed household ceramic and glass were encountered in a shallow rubbish dump north­
west of the "cellar". Another engraving "EW " appears on a rock further west behind the shelter opening. Nearby this 
engraving is a small carved square hole, c.250mm deep and 500mm wide and of unknown function, within the 
exposed natural sandstone. A large well or cistern was recorded further north-west of these areas. Cut into the 
natural sandstone with a low surmounting wall, it is approximately 5m in diameter. Around the top are 1-2 courses of 
dressed sandstone blocks, with one edge collapsed into the "well". Earthenware pipes have been fitted into the top 
course of the wall. West of the "well" are the remains of dressed sandstone blocks approximately 7m in length and 
3m wide, which may be footings for Eckersley House.

History:
Eckersley House was built on land owned by Lebinski who was one of the Russian Polish immigrants who settled 
in the area in the late 1880s and early 1890s. The community was mostly involved with wine growing and 
orcharding. The community declined after 1906 prior to the military takeover in 1913. Eckersley House is marked 
on a 1908 map of the area.

Bibliography:
Keith Longhurst, personal comment, (1996). C. Keating, (1996).

Statement of Significance:
Local significance associated with the social interaction of a small 
Eastern European wine growing community established in the mid 
1880s..
Scientific/Research significance associated with potential intact 
archaeological remains relating to late nineteenth century European 
immigration to NSW.
Relic of the locality's settlement pattern of the late nineteenth century. 
Indicative of form and extent of domestic structures and remains 
associated with isolated farming settlements and families in the late 
nineteenth century.
Associated with the historic development of the winery and grape 
industry in Australia.

Significance Representative
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Social L

Scientific L

S= State  R= Regional L= Local

Other Listings
National Trust (Landscape Cons Area) /
NSW Heritage Council d l
National Estate Register C l
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EI3 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: H14 Proposed Holsworthy

Name: Eckersley House: Cellar / Rock Shelter
Airport Site:

Additional Information:

Photo:
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' SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Vineyard remains on Lebinski's Proposed Airport Site: Holsworthy
property 

No: H15
AMG Grid
Reference: East: North:

Location:
Likely to be in the vicinity of the site of the Eckersley Post Office, west of the New lllawarra Road.

Description:
No physical evidence of these vineyard remains was discovered in this survey.

History:
C.C. J. De L. Lebinski owned the property to the west of the junction of the Old lllawarra Road and the New 
lllawarra Road. This selection was made c1889. Lebinski's name is only one of two Russian Polish names that 
appear on the 1891 petition for the construction of the Eckersley Post Office. This is interesting as in 1889 the 
Cumberland Argus had noted that Eckersley was a new community of 13 Russian Poles under a Russian 
nobleman named De Liski. Lebinski operated a vineyard however, his name is not marked on a 1908 map of the 
area which shows other properties.

Bibliography:
Keating (1996).

Representative Rare 
L

Significance 
Historic 
Aesthetic 
Social
Scientific L

S= State R= Regional L= Local

Other Listings
National Trust (Landscape Cons Area) S i
NSW Heritage Council
National Estate Register L j

Statement of Significance:
Technological/Research significance associated with potential intact 
archaeological remains relating to late nineteenth century European 
immigration to NSW.
Relic of the locality's settlement pattern of the late nineteenth century. 
Historical associations with the development of the winery and grape 
industry in Australia.
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

No: H15

Name: Vineyard remains on Lebinski's property

Proposed
Airport Site:

Holsworthy

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: House Remains: Chimney and Proposed Airport Site: Holsworthy
concrete slab

No: H16 AMG Grid
Reference: Esst: 307870 North' 6224430

Location:
Approximately 150m west of the Old lllawarra Road, 1.1km south of Giles Junction.

Description:
Remains of a standing chimney of dressed sandstone blocks bonded with shell-lime mortar and rendered on all 
sides. The room is approximately 12m x10m. The chimney/fireplace is 2.5m by 1.5m by 3.4m. The individual blocks 
which make up the lower courses of the chimney are the most substantial of those seen in the Holsworthy area. 
They are approximately 500mm by 500mm by 300mm in dimension. The higher courses comprise various smaller 
dressed blocks. More of the house remains of bonded and dressed sandstone blocks are visible in overgrowth a 
metre or so south of the chimney remains. A concrete floor lies in fragments nearby. A number of other dressed 
sandstone blocks lie scattered around the site. These are a different size to those which comprise the chimney.

History:
C.C.J. De L. Lebinski owned the property to the west of where the Old lllawarra Road and the New lllawarra Road 
join. This selection was made c1889. Lebinski's name is only one of two Russian Polish names that appear on the 
1891 petition for the construction of the Eckersley Post Office. This is interesting as in 1889 the Cumberland Argus 
had noted that Eckersley was a new community of 13 Russian Poles under a Russian nobleman named De Liski. 
Lebinski operated a vineyard however, his name is not marked on a 1908 map of the area which shows other 
properties. It is unclear whether these remains are of Lebinski's homestead but the location is suggestive of these 
origins.

Bibliography:
Keating, C (1996)

Significance Representative Rare 
Historic l_
Aesthetic
Social L
Scientific L

S= State R= Regional L= Local 

Other Listings
National Trust (Landscape Cons Area) 0  
NSW Heritage Council

_____ National Estate Register_____________
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Statement of Significance:
Scientific/Research significance associated with potential intact 
archaeological remains relating to late nineteenth century European 
occupation in outlying areas of NSW.
Relic of the locality's settlement pattern of the late nineteenth century. 
Indicative of form and extent of domestic structures and remains 
associated with isolated farming settlements and domestic occupation 
in the late nineteenth century.
Possible association with the historic development of the winery and 
grape industry in Australia.



SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT ElS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

H16

Name: House Remains: Chimney & Concrete Slab

Proposed
Airport Site:

Holsworthy

Additional Information:

Photo:
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Remains of Illegal Liquor Still

No: H17

Proposed Airport Site: 

AMG Grid
Reference: East: 303700

Holsworthy

North: 6219800

Location:
Located under an overhanging rock ledge within the course of the creek (unnamed), approximately 700m east of 
the Old Coach Road, 2.5 km south of the Woolwash Road intersection.

Description:
The site comprises a still stand constructed of flat sandstone pieces five courses high. It is horse shoe shaped and 
once contained a copper boiling vessel. The sandstone ledge over which the water course runs has been grooved 
to guide the flow of the water towards the assumed position of the condenser tank on the ledge below. The 
components of the still itself are no longer extant. A flat bench to the left of the boiling vessel stand, constructed of 
rough dressed sandstone blocks, is where the rum was left to stand and ferment. There reputedly are two more 
stills on the Holsworthy site which were not inspected or photographed. This still is described as the most intact 
example.

History:
Frank Ernest Etchells selected two hundred acres to the north of George Frere's property on Block 36. Albert 
Harry Etchells owned 91 acres further to the south. These selections were made under the 1884 Crown Lands 
Application Act and are associated with the development of the Eckersley settlement. Frank Etchell had extensive 
vegetable gardens on his property. Local history records that Frank and his brother operated stills which produced 
'moonshine'. This moonshine was then delivered by packhorse to miners in Bulli, at one pound per gallon. Neither 
of the Etchells were drinkers and rarely sampled their brew themselves, but it was well regarded and sold as the 
3P's Brand, apparantly standing for "Profitable Private and Pure "

Bibliography:
Keith Longhurst, personal comment (1996); Col. Bob Thompson, personal comment, (1996). K. Longhurst, H. 
Bairnsfather and V. Fowler (1995).

Significance Representative 
Historic 
Aesthetic 
Social 
Scientific
S= State R= Regional L= Local 

Other Listings

Rare
R
R
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L

Statement of Significance:
Scientific/Research significance associated with intact archaeological 
evidence relating to late nineteenth century European distilling and 
production of locally produced rum in NSW.
Relic of the locality's settlement pattern of the late nineteenth century. 
Indicative of form and extent of features associated with isolated 
farming settlements and families in the late nineteenth century.
Rare surviving evidence of Victorian era (1880s) illicit social practices 
and production of alcohol, which also was an important supplement to 
the income of the inhabitants of this agriculturally unproductive land.

National Trust (Landscape Cons Area) S
NSW Heritage Council
National Estate Register HD
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT ElS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Old Coach Road Proposed Airport Site: Holsworthy

AMG GridNo: H18 Reference: East: 304200/305250 North: 6228900/6215400
Location:
Line of Road along the ridge between O'Hares Creek and Punchbowl Creek, connecting Frere's Crossing of the 
Georges River (via Frere's Road, Kentlyn) to the section of the Old lllawarra Road that runs through the military 
reserve, approximately 7.5 Km north of Darkes Forest (via Darkes Forest Road)

Description:
A single lane gravel surface road which connects Frere's Crossing with the Old lllawarra Road near Darkes Forest, 
following the ridge between O'Hares Creek and Punchbowl Creek.

History:
Despite its name, this road was only a roadway between Frere's Crossing and the entrance to G.P. Frere's 
property, approximately 1 km east of the Crossing. Beyond this, it was a bridle track used for trips to the lllawarra, 
via Darkes Forest. In the 1890s, it gave access to several grants of land south of Frere's property but these were 
notably remote and were soon abandoned. It probably dates from the 1880s however it could date from the earlier 
settlement along the Georges River or was first made and used by surveyors in the 1850s. In the 1950s it was 
enlarged by the Army and made into a road along its full length.

Bibliography:
Keith Thompson, personal comment, (1996).
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Statement of Significance:
An early road route through the area which is an integral part of the 
historic development of the vicinity. It is indicative of the nature, form 
and context of early development of the area and, while its bushland 
context remains , it is evocative of the isolation and hardship associated 
with nineteenth century settlement of NSW
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: Old lllawarra Road Proposed Airport Site: Holsworthy

No: H19 AMG Grid
Reference: East: 312550/306900 North: 6229800/6212350

Location:
Line of Road which runs north from Darkes Forest, following the ridge on the west side of the Woronora River, then 
runs north-east from Giles Junction to intersect with the Heathcote Road

Description:
A two-lane gravel surface road for most of its length, the Old lllawarra Road within the military reserve is one the 
main roads through the reserve. Its original line can be traced eastwards through Lucas Heights, Menai and 
lllawong to the river crossing at Lugarno. The name is common throughout the vicinity and represents various 
routes from different periods.

History:
The earliest road through the study area is the Old lllawarra Road. The section of this road which lies within the 
study area runs from the south through Giles Junction then NE through Lucas Heights to Lugarno. There is 
confusion as another road is known as the Old lllawarra Road. A card in the Liverpool City Council's local history 
library refers to a road running from Liverpool to Hammondville built by convicts in 1850, becoming 'Army Road' in 
1930. The road which today is known as the New lllawarra Road appears to be the one referred to in the Council's 
card reference (or an extension of this road into the study area). This road is marked on a 1908 plan of the area as 
Eckersley Road. New lllawarra Road joins Old lllawarra Road at Giles Junction. It is probable that the Old lllawarra 
Road, surveyed by Mitchell in 1843 and which runs through part of the study area, traces an Aboriginal migration 
route which was later used as a track for the early Georges River settlers.

Bibliography:
The National Trust (1996).
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Statement of Significance:
An early road route through the area which is an integral part of the 
historic development of the vicinity. It is indicative of the nature, form 
and context of early development of the area and, while its bushland 
context remains , it is evocative of the isolation and hardship associated 
with nineteenth century settlement of NSW. It is one of the
earliest road routes leading out of Sydney and played a role in the 
historic development of both the southern suburbs through which it 
passed and the lllawarra region. It is associated with the early survey 
work of Sir Thomas Mitchell and with convict road gangs.
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SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT EIS 
European Cultural Sites Survey 1996

Name: New lllawarra Road (formerly Proposed Airport Site: Holsworthy
Eckersley Road) 

No: H20
AMG Grid
Reference: East: 308450/311450 North: 6225500/624000

Location:
Line of Road running from the intersection with the Old lllawarra Raod at Giles Junction northwards to the 
intersection with the present Heathcote Road at Holsworthy; the section from the military airfield at Holsworthy to 
the Heathcote Road is currently known as "Old lllawarra Road"

Description:
A two-lane gravel surface road for most of its length, the New lllawarra Road within the military reserve is one the 
main roads through the reserve. Its original line can be traced further along the alignment of the Heathcote Road to 
Liverpool and it appears that at various times, it has been known, as far as the residents of Liverpool are concerned, 
as the Old lllawarra Road. This name is common throughout the vicinity and represents various routes from different 
periods. The present road is faithful to the original alignment except where it currently diverts around the military 
airfield at Holsworthy.

History:
The earliest road through the study area is the Old lllawarra Road. The section of this road which lies within the 
study area runs from the south through Giles Junction then NE through Lucas Heights to Lugarno. There is 
confusion as another road is known as the Old lllawarra Road. A card in the Liverpool City Council's local history 
library refers to a road running from Liverpool to Hammondville built by convicts in 1850, becoming 'Army Road' in 
1930. The road which today is known as the New lllawarra Road appears to be the one referred to in the Council’s 
card reference (or an extension of this road into the study area). This road is marked on a 1908 plan of the area as 
Eckersley Road. New lllawarra Road joins Old lllawarra Road at Giles Junction.

Bibliography:
K Longhurst, H Bairnsfather and V Fowler (1995).
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Statement of Significance:
An early road route through the area which is an integral part of the 
historic development of the vicinity. It is indicative of the nature, form 
and context of early development of the area and, while its bushland 
context remains , it is evocative of the isolation and hardship associated 
with nineteenth century settlement of NSW. It is one of the
earliest road routes leading out of Liverpool and played a role in the 
historic development of both the southern suburbs and the lllawarra 
region. It is associated with the last activities of the convict road gangs 
of colonial NSW.
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